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Who are these two cherubic-faced kids? They 
are now stars in the Ericsson Cup, have 
represented Australia and the girls love them! 
Go to page 11 for the answer. 
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SWEET CHARITY 
FOR CHAMPIONS 


By ABSW 


ho said motivation was going to be a 

problem for England’s champions? 

Arsene Wenger’s magnificent multicul- 

tural Arsenal walloped a lacklustre 
Man Utd on a sunny Sunday afternoon at Wembley, 
confirming quite clearly that the master of the mind 
has his Gunners focussed on the job at hand, 

Mare Overmars, Christopher Wreh and Nicolas 
Anelka scored the three goals as the Gunners exposed 
weaknesses in the United defence at a stadium which 
Arsenal plans to use as its home ground during this sea- 
son’s Champions Cup competition, 

“We've still got the same mentality and that will be 
the basis for this year’s challenge,” said Arsenal striker 
Dennis Bergkamp to the waiting press after. The 
Dutchman missed the second stanza due to his recurring 
hamstring. 

“This was an unexpected scoreline, It was important 
because you never know where you stand before the 
championship starts and it was important psychological- 
ly” 


Thirteen of the 22 starters were in action during the 
World Cup, including’s Arsenal’s Emannuel Petit and 
Patrick Vieira, who were on the French lineup who ‘won 
it. 

And surprise surprise, poor David Beckham was. 
booed every time he touched the ball, 

“Y’'m not going to name names, but we need a striker 
because we are short in numbers if something happens 
to Nicolas or Dennis,” Wenger said. 

“We also have so many games to play, but who we 
are going for I can’t tell you because I don’t know 100 
percent myself at the moment.” 

Needless to say this defeat shows that United's Alex 
Ferguson has plenty of work to do both at the training 
ground, and in the transfer market, if the Reds are to 
regain the title it won four times in the previous five 
seasons, 

“Y'm happy with the quality, But when you've got as 
hard a season as we have ahead of us then you're going 
to need a strong squad,” said Ferguson who said the 
result was “a really bad scoreline.” 

Bergkamp began the first goal when he raced down 
the right and backheeled the ball into the penalty area. 
With the United defenders ball-watching, Anelka left 
the ball to Overmars who drove it powerfully into the 
roof of the net from just inside the penalty area, 

‘The second goal came 12 minutes into the second 
half when Overmars pulled apart the United defence 
with a run down the left, Anelka helped the ball on to 
Wreh whose first shot was blocked by Schmeichel’s 
boot. 

The ball rebounded to the Arsenal substitute who was 
surrounded by United defenders but was able to roll it 
into an empty net from 16 yards. 


Head over heels ... Cristopher Wrey (above) 
and Bergkamp and Overmars (below), at 
Wembley on the weekend. 


After United made a series of substitutions, Arsenal 
scored the third with 19 minutes to go. Anelka held off a 
challenge from the hapless Jaap Stam and fired the ball 
between Schmeichel and his near post. 

Arsenal have left off from where they finished last 
year, but the premier is a marathon, not a sprint, and 
there are plenty of clubs with the resources to mount a 
serious challenge. See our Premier preview on page 29. 


SLATER: IT'S 
GREAT TO 


Bak rower, 


eturning to Australia to play for a profes- 
sional club is the fulfilment of a dream for 
Robbie Slater. That and the chance to play 
with old mate Graham Arnold saw Slater 
in good health at Northern Spirit’s first training ses- 
sion yesterday — despite only arriving in the country 
on Saturday after a 36 hour flight! 

Slater left English side Wolves after just two months 
to return to Australia, though he praised the Division 
One side for the way they handled the situation. 

“Wolves were different class in letting me go ...they 
knew it was a dream for me to come back and finish my 
career in Australia,” he said. 

From humble beginings at Aubum in Sydney's west- 
em suburbs he szaled the heights of Euro football in 
France and England. 

After leaving Australia in 1989, Slater went straight 
to Europe. 

Tt was in England when he landed at Blackbum where 
Slater played his best soccer and was rewarded with one 
of the most glittering prizes in club football — an 
English Premier League winners medal in 1994/95. 

Under the management of Kenny Dalglish he joined 
England stars Alan Shearer, David Batty and Graeme Le 
Saux. 

Slater looked happy as he trained in the sunshine, 
watched by his wife and two young children. After 10 
years away he was glad to be back as captain of Spirit, 
and said he intends to repay both the backers of the club 
and ‘Amie’ for bringing him back. 

The prodigal son has returned! 


n other Aussie news, it looks very likely that the 

Socceroos will be in the same tournament as world 
champions France. Australia will play in the Oceania 
qualifiers for the 1999 Confederations’ Cup, and, 
assuming they beat the Oceania competition, will play in 
the Confed Cup in Mexico (Jan 8 to Jan 20 1999). 

Australia drew 0-0 with Brazil at the last 
Confederations’ Cup — the duel between Ronaldo and 
Bosnich a real standout. Raul Blanco will continue to 
coach the Olyroos and Socceroos until Soccer Australia 
board review the situation in early 1999. 

The Olyroos have been confirmed as playing two 
‘games against China between November 22 and 30, and 
the Young Socceroos are currently in Samoa for the 
qualifiers of the World Youth Championships, to be 
held April 99 in Nigeria. 


BE BACK 


EASTERN SUBURBS SOCCER 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


YOUTH LEAGUE / JUNIOR LEAGUE 
HEAD COACH 1999 


We are seeking the services of a motivated, experienced 
senior coach to head our coaching team. 
Attractive remuneration. Must be able to communicate with 
other coaches and be prepared to lead by example. Minimum 
Level 2 qualification required, Closing date 21 August 1998. 


YOUTH LEAGUE / JUNIOR LEAGUE 
TEAM COACHES 1999 


Goaching applications are invited for our Under {1's through 
to 16's junior and youth league teams. Minimum Level 2 
qualification required. Closing date 28 August 1998. 


Send written applications to 
John Velthuys Vice President ESSFA 
10 Doncaster Ave Kensington NSW 2033 


TEAM MANAGERS 1999 
If you are interested in helping our coaches manage our 
teams please contact me on phone numbers listed below. 


For further information phone John Velthuys on 


Bus 0418 664796 mobile. 


Reedswain 
Australia 


LATEST 


Soccer coaching books, 
video and CD Roms. 
Holland, Brazil, Italy, Germany. 


(02) 9584 2201 


CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE ON: 
www.reedswain.com.au 


2 ¢> 
INDOOR SOCCER 


Summer competitions 


NSW NETBALL CENTRE 
Church St, LIDCOMBE 
Commencing August/September 
Junior Leagues: Male & Female 
Senior: Male & Female Competitions 


MAte & FEMALE CASH LEAGUES 
$3,000* PRIZEMONEY 
“Conditions Apply 
ALL NATIONS KNOCKOUT 
32 TEAMS — 5 WEEKS 
PLAY UNTIL BEATEN 
$50.00 A WIN PRIZEMONEY 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 
Promoting club affiliated with Indoor Soccer 
Association of NSW, Soccer NSW and Soccer Australia. 


Info Line & Registrations Ph: 9654 2311 Fax; 9654 2383 
Secretary PO Box 70 West Ryde NSW 2114 
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GREEN GULLY 
FINED $1000 


By Dwyght Tutfnell 


lhe result of the Elimination Final 

between Green Gully Cavaliers and 

Port Melbourne Sharks last week will 
stand, Gully won the game 5-4 on penalties 
after the teams were dealocked at 1-1 in the 
Victorian Premier Finals. 

The Sharks lodged a protest 
after the game after Gully had 
failed to name leading scorer 
Daniel Genovesi on its team 
sheet, 

Port's protest was upheld, 
but the result stood and Gully 
were fined $1000. 

The Victorian Soccer Federation 
Commission came to the decision after hearing 
both clubs’ stories. 

The Com: m came to the decision that, 
because Genovesi’s player ID card had been 
handed in to referee Senko Rastocic before the 


ADVERTISE WITH US AND 
THE WORLD SEES YOU! 


game, he was eligible to play. 

Diamataris said that there was a precedent 
already with the Olyroos having a result 
overturned in the 1996 qualifiers because they 
played a player not in the official squad listing 
for that particular game. 

FIFA have varying rulings when it comes to 
these cases, the one they 
chose to hand out to the 
Olyroos was the most 
extreme, 

Gully have said that 
leaving Genovesi off its 
team sheet was an honest 
mistake, 

Diamataris questioned 
the need for team sheets if 
all that needed to be done is hand in the ID 
cards. 

“What's to stop anyone from naming a 
reserve team on the team sheet but sending out 
the senior team because the referee has the 
players’ ID cards?” he asked. 


CAPTIAW 
DUNGA 
LOVESHS 

ABSW? 

JUST ONEDE 

THOUSANDS WW 

WORLOMIDEL 


ADVERTISE WITH THE BIGGEST AND THE BEST. 
ABSW. 


COMPETITIVE RATES 

AUSTRALIA’S WEEKLY SOCCER BIBLE READ BY ALL! 
OUR DEDICATED ADVERTISING TEAM 

ARE STANDING BY FOR YOUR CALL 


CALL MICHAEL IN SYDNEY ON ... 


9562 0573 wirect Line) 
Mobile: 018 266 337 


Fax: 9550 9332 
E-mail 
soccer@foreignlanguage.com.au 
OR call 
LES ON (02) 9562 0507 (direct line) 
JOHN on (02) 97446984 


TRAJA 


By Aidan Ormond 


hen he left Sydney many thought they he was gone 
forever. Now, he’s back and he couldn’t be happier. 
Kris Trajanovski has put behind him his time at 
Adelaide City to return to the Harbour City playing for 
Frank Farina’s Marconi on a three-year contract. 

‘At 26 the Geelong boy is one of the journeymen of the game, 
having played for Sydney Olympic (twice), Adelaide City, the 
MG-league and now at Bossley Park. 

Playing at Marconi is something he hopes will kickstart a 
career that stalled at Adelaide City. 

“Yeah, you live and learn but Adelaide is a beautiful place and 
maybe I might go back there to live when I am older. 

“There were a lot of changes in the squad and with the 
privatisation they wanted to cut down on expenses so they said 
that if | wanted to go I could in the middle of my contract.” 

“When Frank (Farina) rang me I thought it was a good 
opportunity and it's a welcome relief to be back in Sydney. Once 
I find a place all should be settled for me.” 

Shortly after flying in from Asia, another new signing, Marcus 

Phillips (right below), told ABSW 
that he was very pleased to be 


joining “one of the most 
professional clubs in 
= Australia. Also to 
play with the likes of 
Trajanovski and 
some of the quality 
players, like Brad 
Maioney and Kim 
Pan-Keun should be 
great. If I can make 
the starting eleven I 
will be happy. 
“I actually met Kris in 
Malaysia and then I find out he is 
playing for Marconi and we are rooming together while we get 
ourselves sorted out. It’s good.” 

Another new signing for Marconi is young Brisbane Strikers 
player, and Young Socceroo, Danny Invicible. It is envisaged that 
the will complete the major signings for Marconi this season, 
with head coach Frank Farina stating “I am extremely happy 
with the make-up of our squad. These three signings should now 
complete our recruitments for the new season, unless something 
extraordinary becomes available.” 

‘The squad has been in full training for two weeks under the 
supervision of Farina and 
every squad member has 
undertaken a comprehensive 
physical-testing program. 
Farina plans to play many 
trial matches leading up to 
the Ericsson Cup kick in 
October, including a return 
match against his former 
club, Brisbane Strikers, in 
Lismore in late August. 

In other Marconi player 
news, last season’s sensation 
Korean international Pan 
Keun Kim has applied for 
Australian Permanent 
Residency. 

The Kim family was 
blessed with the couple’s 


first child in May . 

The former Korean international, 
who played in two World Cups for his 
country (90 and 94) has fallen in love 
with Australia and the feeling is 
certainly reciprocated in footballing 
circles, and in particularly with the 
Marconi fans. 

Trajanovski sums up the mood of 
‘optimism at Marconi, stating that he is 
confident that his new side can make 
the finals and that he looking forward to 
winning something with his new team. 

Under Frank Farina, who already has 
an Ericsson Cup title under his belt, that 
just might happen. 


* NEWSPAPERS — MAGAZINES BOOKLETS — INSERTS — 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES, 


DIA PRESS ow ir 


* WEBB OFFSET PRINTERS 

* GENERAL COMMERCIAL and COLOUR PRINTERS 
* TYPESETTING — TRANSLATIONS AVAILABLE 

* SADDLE STITCHING 

* PERFECT BINDING 

* DISTRIBUTION — CIRCULATION AVAILABLE 


029562 0500 
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OACHES INC. 
IN VICTORIA 


By Roy Hay 


‘orth Geelong coach David 

O’Connor is the President of the 

Victorian Soccer Coaches 

Association. The Association was 
set up to raise professional standards among 
soccer coaches and achieve a standard 
coaching contract for the most vulnerable 
members of the soccer community. 

“We are here to protect coaches and to also 
to run coaching courses. We are now registered 
as an Incorporation so it's not just on a whim 
that we have come together. We are organised 
and our prime role is to help coaches and clubs, 
We hope to be here in years to come as a 
strong influence on the game. 

“We here not to cause trouble but to 
improve the standard of coaching. Coaches will 
have somewhere to go know and have a voice. 
It’s also a two-way street, if coaches are not 
doing the right thing by the clubs we will be on 
it, “ says the former Morwell Falcons player 
and coach O’Connor. 

Some clubs discard coaches in a completely 
unprofessional way without compensation, 
relying on the fact that there is always someone 
willing to put his hand up for the job. 


INDOOR 


FINE DOGK 


Leisure Centre 


BADMINTON ® BASKET BALL * INDOOR SOCCER ° NETBALL ° HALL HIRE 


AS AKRREAAK 


MEN’S 5 - a - side Indoor Soccer 
Competition starting mid August. 
Register now to avoid disappointment. 


BOY’S 5 - a - side Indoor Soccer Competition 
will be starting in September. 
To ensure your place, register now ... 


CNR QUEENS RD & WILLIAMS ST. 


“A Drummoyne Council Facility” 


AARKRAEEAAE 


On Monday the Association met at the 
Veneto Club in Bulleen when World Cup 
referee Chris Bainbridge reported on the 
recently concluded World Cup in France. 

Next month Rale Rasic will be the guest 
presenter, taking a practical session for 
participants before his lecture. 

O'Connor hopes also to convene a meeting | 
of the Soccer Coaches, Referees, Players and 
Media Associations in the near future to 


Rale Rasic 


discuss common interests in the development 
of the sport. Last season Victoria has a massive 
tate of coaching casualties at the premier 
league level. Some 17 coaches were moved on 
from a about 14 clubs, 


SOCCER 


For Enquiries Please Call 


9744 2622 
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ARGENTINA 


CARED 
OF OLYROOS 


By Roy Hay 


ne of the most fascinating contests of the 
forthcoming Eriesson Cup season will be the head 
to head battle for the top goalkeeping spot in the 
Olyroo squad. 

Geelong-born Joey Didulica(right top) has just returned from 
a highly successful tour of South America in which the 
Australian Under-23 team beat Argentina by a goal to nil and 
drew one-all with Chile. 

Having already downed Brazil three-nil in a series played 
earlier in the year in Australia with Milosevic in goal, the 
Olyroos under coach Raul Blanco are well along the road 
towards the Sydney 
Olympics in 2000. 

Didulica was the 
starting keeper in all 
the Olyroos games in 
South America and has 
impressed his coach 
with his form. 

Didulica said that 
the Olyroos were 
initially somewhat 
overawed by their 
‘opponents, 

“We thought that 
they would be better than they turned out to be. Perhaps we 
underestimated our own abilities”. 

The team they faced in Argentina was not perhaps the 
country’s strongest, being a mixture of the Under-23 and Under- 
21 squads, 


The game was initially 
scheduled soon after the Olyroos 
arrived, but once the 
Argentinians saw what the 
Australians could do, the match 
was postponed to give more 
time for preparation. 

! Tt was eventually played 
behind closed doors, with no 
media allowed. 

Didulica reasoned this was 
because the locals feared the 
impact a defeat might have on 
the standing of the Olympic 
squad on which Argentinian hopes for the near future have been 
concentrated. : 

Didulica’s fine form puts pressure on Danny Milosevic, the 
other keeper in the frame. 


Milosevic has returned from 
Germany and signed for Perth 
Glory, so he and Didulica are 
likely to be direct opponents 
when the Melbourne Knights 
and Glory clash this coming 
season. 

Meanwhile Dwyght Tuffnell 
reports that-Joe Tricarico and 
Levent Osman(right) are still to 
sign new contracts with 
Gippsland Falcons. 

Falcons’ new supremo, Stuart 
Munro, said that Osman is 
attempting to set up trials in Turkey. 

“He's (Osman) told me that if he stays in Australia, he'll be 
playing for us” Munro said. 

The Tricarico case appears to be a little more complicated. 

Tricarico and Osman are close friends and it's because of this, 
says Munro, that Tricarico hasn’t signed as yet. 

“] think he’s waiting for to see whether Ossie signs and then 
he'll do the same.” 

‘The Falcons begin training this Saturday and it won’t be until 
August 30 when Munro first gets a look at his side when they 
play Altona Magic in the Tynan-Eyre Cup. 

“Most of the boys have been playing in the Premier League, 
‘so it won't take much to get their fitness levels up” said Munro. 

“We'll want to do well in the Tynan-Byre Cup, but at the 
same time, we’ ve got lo use it as a pre-season build up.” 

Munro also said that the Falcons had plans for a trip with the 
destination either being overseas or interstate. 


PENRITH PANTHERS 
SOCCER CLUB 


Sa ON COACHES 


Experienced coaches holding a current Level 
Two Coaching Certificate or higher are invited 
to apply for the following positions: 
STATE LEAGUE DIV. 1 
1ST GRADE 
u's 
une's 
YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADES 13, 14 
15&16 
Please address your written application no 
later than Friday August 21, 1998 to: 


baci 


The Secretary 
PENRITH PANTHERS S/C 
P.O. BOX 749 
KINGSWOOD 2747 
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GHORRA 
FOR GLORY 


By Aidan Ormond 


't is rare that a relatively unknown Australian Soccer 
player has received so much publicity. Meet potential 
future-star Amanda Ghorra. In these last few weeks 
this 14-year-old striker has had a large pictorial feature 
in the Sydney Daily Telegraph, a TV crew from Today 
‘Tonight filming her and, finally, ABSW. Ah, the treadmill of 
publicity a young star has to’endure! 
‘Amanda is mad about the game she describes as “having pace 
and skill, that's why I love it.” 
She is also a member 
the 


of 


N 
U/16s that recently com- 
peted in the nationals in Queensland. She 
soccer for the NSW Jets. 

Her coach at the national championships, Charlie Davidson, 
believes that, like many girls her age, “if she does the right 
things and works hard then the future is I i good. She can 
use both feet and has good close dribbling skills and is generally 
very skilful. 

“When her natural pace lifts she will be even better.” 

Ghorra also has attended the worldwide skills coaching 


eS “ 
Amanda Ghorra ... remember this face. 


school called the ‘Coerver Coaching Squad’. 

‘This is a specialised course that focuses on the skills needed 
to make it in the big-time. One of their graduates was none 
other than Harry Kewell. Her coach in this school, the well- 
respected Oscar Gonzales, predicts a bright future for her. 

“She has work to do but for 2000 and beyond she is look- 
ing like she could be one of the game's homegrown stars.” 
As for the young lady in question, she has a media savvy 
that will hold her in good stead should she become the future 
face of Australian women’s soccer. 

“My ambition is to play for Australia. I would also like to 
play overseas. My favourite Aussie is Harry Kewell like 
Roberto Carlos of Brazil.” As for the World Cup. Final was 
fixed, how could they have played so bad!” she says with mock 

Tor. 

Like a number of players in Australia at this age, she is tal- 
ented and ambitious. The mountain is there to be climbed, let's 
hope she can reach her goal. 

Her progress at the next nationals will be very interesting, 


| up in Lisbon before commencing their trial with 


OPPORTUNITY FOR 
INDIGENOUS 


Wouldn't this be a first. An Aboriginal 
Australian signs for a top European club! It 
jay still happen if our indigenous soccer play- 
ers are given a chance. 

“You give someone the opportunity and they 
will often show you what they are capable of,” 
said Lachlan Wright (right) to ABSW last week 
before flying off to Portugal. He is one of two 
‘Aboriginal players trying their luck in Europe. 

‘Wright was given an opportunity with Sydney 
Olympic’s youth team and now, courtesy of 
Aboriginal Soccer legend (and that’s not overstat- 
ing it) Charles Perkins, he is now in Europe trial- 9 
ing with some really big clubs, such as Benfica of 
Portugal, with Coventry and Ajax also a possibili- 


“Canberra Cosmos youngster Shane Lyons, 
another Aboriginal player, is also going over. 
Lyons is the son of Rugby League legend and 


Manly player Cliff Lyons. The two intend to meet 


Benfica youth. | 
Wright has been with Sydney Olympic since 
U/14s and is considered one of the best of the cur- 
ent crop of Aboriginal players in the Australian 
youth systme (this includes Evonne Cawley’s son. 

who plays at the Queensland Academy). 


‘Wright also stated to ABSW that if he does not get offered a contract overseas, he will return and 
try to break in to the Ericsson Cup, probably with Olympic. Not since Harry Williams has Australia 
had an Aboriginal player in the Socceroos. Who knows what will happen in the new millennium if 
Wright, and other Aboriginal players, are given an opportunity to shine in Australia. 


POSITION VACANT 


AN AUSTRALIAN PUBLISHING AND PRINTING COMPANY 
LOCATED AT MARRICKVILLE REQUIRES A QUALIFIED 
ACCOUNTANT TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL 

ACCOUNTING FUNCTIONS OF THE COMPANY. 

IN ADDITION TO THE NORMAL DAY-TO-DAY ACCOUNTING 
RESPONSIBILITIES, PREPARATION OF MONTHLY AND 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT BUDGETS, CASH 
FORECASTING AND ATTENDING TO STATUTORY 
REQUIREMENTS. 

REPORTING DIRECTLY TO THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, THE 
APPLICANT MUST HAVE GOOD COMMUNICATIONS AND 
PEOPLE SKILLS, BE COMPUTER LITERATE WITH 
LOTUS/EXCEL AND DATA BASE. 

AT LEAST 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE MANUFACTURING 
INDUSTRY WILL BE HIGHLY REGARDED. 
APPLICATIONS IN WRITING SHOULD BE FORWARD TO: 


THE GENERAL MANAGER 
PO BOX 155, 
MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204 


SHARKS’ CATCH 


“We will be the best in Australia,” says new Adelaide Sharks’President Con Makris, proudly showing his new 
catches, Marconi’s Paul Souris (left) and Sydney Olympic’s striker Derek Poimer. 
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BIRKSSA 
MINOR PREMIERS 


It’s hotting up in South Australia as Birkalla 
have been crowned minor premiers. Radio 
SRTI’s Rob Michelon casts his gaze over the 
teams that matter and those that will be plan- 
ning next year’s campaign now .. 


ongratulations to Charlie Villani’s 

West Torrens Birkalla who were 

crowned minor Premiers after a 
fighting draw against the Blue Eagles in last 
week’s Premier league game. With one 
round to go against the Elizabeth City Rams 
at home Birk’s cannot be beaten from top 
spot. 

What a climax to the season, with the last 
minor game to the season we still have five 
teams vying for the last spot in the top five 
playoffs, Cumberland Foxes, White City 
Warriors, Elizabeth City Rams, Port Lion 
Pirates and the Olympian Flames. 

‘The top four spots are already taken by in 
order by Birkalla, Campbelltown, Croydon and 
the Blue Eagles although the 

Blues could still finish in Sth spot. 
Unfortunately last year’s Premiers Adelaide 
Raiders can only accept the wooden spoon. 

SRTI's 92.7FM Match of the day will be at 
the Pirate Park between the Port Lion Pirates 
and Cumberland Foxes , The Foxes need to win 
to stay in the top five, a draw could also do but 
must rely on other results, 

Port Lion, to make the finals, must defeat 
the Foxes and hope that White City, Elizabeth 
and Olympians either draw or lose. 

Elizabeth City Rams are away to West 
Torrens Birkalla at the Camden Sportsfield, the 
Rams must defeat the Birks and hope that the 
Foxes go down to the Pirates and also keeping 


another eye on the White City and Blue Eagles 
game for if White City can have a big win the 
Rams can still miss out on the finals. 


KEOGH FINALLY 


Newton Sportsfield sees Campbelltown Red | 


Devils who have cemented 2nd spot are up 
against the much improved Olympian Flames, 
coach Branco Milosevic is hoping to win their 
third game in a row for a last ditch effort in 


playing in the finals. First they need to defeat | 


the Red Devils and hope that White City and 
Elizabeth City Rams either draw or lose and 
that Cumberland Foxes are defeated to be part 
of the top five playoffs, 

Another important game will be at the 
Woodville West Reserve between White City 
and Blue Eagles, White City to be part of the 
playoffs must also defeat the Blue Eagles and 
rely that the Foxes, Olympians and Elizabeth 
either draw or lose, 

‘The last game which has no bearing to the 
table will be at Hanson Reserve between the 
Adelaide Raiders and Croydon Kings, Coach 
Jan Kierno will be hoping his team can regain 
form to be a force in the finals. 


n other news concerning player movements, 

Andrew Borghetto will travel to Sydney next 
week to sign a two year deal with Newcastle 
Breakers. 

Also, negotiation is still going on for 
Adelaide City’s John Gibson to be part of the 
Shark line up. 

Plus, Cumberland Foxes midfield dynamo 
Robert Walcynski was closely looked at by 
Manfred Schaefer to trial for the Sharks. 


MAJUROVSKI 
LAMBTON’S HERO 


‘na match were both teams knew a lot 

about the opposition the result was a 

dour affair, Near neighbours Lambton 

High and Merewether High met at 
Adamstown Ground for the right to play 
ASC (St Peters) Maitland in the final of area 
six Bill Turner Cup competition, 

Much of the play appeared to be concentrat- 
ed up and down the middle of the park, the out- 
side men being literally starved of possession. 

On a couple of occasions Lee Dayelaar and 
Ryan Tranter got the ball out on the right in the 
first half and provided good crosses but 
Lambton Custodian Steven Kemp cleaned up. 

The second half showed early glimpses of 
chance with Merewether’s Lee Davelaar again 
asserling some authority assisted by some 


clever play from Jeremy Dear and Matthew 
Webber. 

However this was counted by equally spirit- 
ed displays from Lambton’s Chad Reynolds 
and Tony Majurovski. 

Twice Lambton had to call on the agility and 
game-reading ability of Steven Kemp between 
the posts to keep Merewether at bay while 
down the other end Robert Smith kept the 
Lambton forwards in their place, 

With just three minutes to play and everyone 
expecting “Golden Goal” time, one of the rare 
wing moves saw a top cross to an unmarked 
and eager Tony Majurovski who literally belted 
in the winner. 

Lambton High 1 defeated Merewether High 
Oat Adamstown Rosebuds Ground. 


Lambton High 


GETS HIS 


RECOGNITION | 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


‘obody else in a soccer team can go from a hero to a 

villain so quickly as the goalkeeper can. A match 

rests upon their shoulders. One minute, they can be 
saving a penalty, the next, they could be dropping a cross 
or letting a shot slip through their legs. It is the most scruti- 
nised position on the park. It seems only the truly mad pull 
on the goalkeeping jersey. 

From the goalscoring exploits of Jose Luis Chilavert, the 
dribbling Rene Higuita to most goalkeepers from Scotland, 
we've all had a good laugh at the expense of the man who 
guards the net. 

‘One such keeper not in the eccentric mould is Bulleen Inter 
Kings’ Sean Keogh. 

Keogh, 36, has had an outstanding season for Bulleen, let- 
ting in just 20 goals and is the overwhelming favourite to take 
out the Goalkeeper of the Year award. 

“T've been happy with my form this year,” says a contented 
Keogh, “but defensively, we've been strong, no team’s really 
troubled us.” 

Keogh arrived at Bullen Inter after the merger between 
Bulleen Lions and his then club, Box Hill Inter. 

Before that he had been with St Albans Saints and clocked 


Bosnich is the best, says Sean Keogh. 


up over 100 National League appearances for Brunswick 
Juyentus and Sunshine George Cross. 

He’s always been regarded as a very reliable, competent 
keeper, but this year, he has stood out more. 

“T've done nothing really different, but this year, when I've 
had to make a save, more often then not, it’s come off,” he 
explains. 

Bulleen have been tight defensively, thanks mainly to 
Keogh’s performances between the sticks. 

His coach, Gary Cole, took over Bulleen half way in the 
season, and said that Keogh had been terrific. 

“Since | arrived, he has been outstanding,” says Cole, 

“He's played a big part in the team finishing third. He is 
very enthusiastic and has always been behind me and the team. 

“His shot-stopping has been superb, some saves he's made 
he’s had no right to make.” 

Cole, himself the bane of many keepers in his playing days, 
has nothing but praise for Keogh. 

“The biggest compliment I can pay him is that when I 
played against him in the National League, I didn’t think he 
‘was one of the best keepers in the league. 

“Since I came here, he's certainly changed my mind. Now 
he’s one of the best, if not the best, keeper in the Premier 
League. 

Keogh will probably win the keepers award and has a good 
chance in his club’s best and fairest. 

Goalkeepers very rarely win the individual awards (Keogh 
only polled three votes in the Pascoe Vale Sportscene/ABSW 
Player of the Year award). Despite the importance of the posi- 
tion, they receive very little recognition, 

“Sometimes you think you've done enough to get some 
recognition but goalkeepers are a different case. 

“A keeper in a winning team isn’t likely to stand out, but 
one whos playing in a losing side might.” 


It seems that goalkeepers don’t have anything going for | 
them. | 
Not true, says Keogh. 

“We have the ability to play such a critical part in the game, 
“Things you do can win or lose the game, that’s the best | 
thing about being a keeper.” | 
Keogh has always played in goal (‘I've never been able to | 
get out of there”), and was influenced by Lou Kastner and for- | 
mer Socceroo “keeper Jack Reilly. | 
| 


“You can’t go past Mark Bosnich as our best ‘keeper, but if | 
someone like Jack Reilly had the same opportunites presented 
to him, he'd have done just as well,” Keogh says. : 

He further lists his Victorian state team appearances and call 
ups to the Australian squads as highlights and being a part of 
the 1985 National League championship winning team with | 
Brunswick. | 

That team travelled to Italy to take on Roma, who had 
Francesco Graziani, Ziggy Boniek and Falcao playing for | 
them. 

But the veteran said the best part of being involved in the | 
game was the people he has met through playing. | 

Although keepers can play until into their 40s (Shilton and 
Southall), Keogh is unsure of how much longer he'll be pulling 
on the gloves. 

His contract at Bulleen is up at the end of the year, and there 
are other factors that may make the decision for him. 

“It comes down to work and family commitments, these 
things are going to govern how long I'll keep playing” he said, 

Cole understands Keogh’s situation. 

“It depends on his desire to play again next year. 

“If I am still here as coach, I'd be very happy to see him in | 
goal.” | 

“I'm not sure I could be a coach but after being involved in | 
the game for so long, it would be hard to just walk away. 1 
wouldn't mind being able to pass on advice to younger goal- 
keepers, I'd like to think I'd have something to offer.” 


GOALKEEPER 


SCHOOL 


Coaching by Bruno Jasiczek 
Specialised Goalkeeping Coach of 
Giville-Hornsby (N.Spirit feeder) 


Member of UK 
FA Coaching Ass 


(serial no. 105109) 


Beginners or Advanced 
Juniors or Adults 


Join over 75 happy goalkeepers! 

We can help you to shape up 

for oncoming trials or update your fitness 
Free Geronimo Sun Cap, Polo Shirt, Real Ball 


(After first five lessons) 


‘SPONSORS: NAUTILUS SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS AND REAL 


02 9638 3036 


ABSW 


Australia-wide 


Northern NSW 


NBN SOCCER LEAGUE RESULTS ROUND 20 


2HD 2nd DIVISION RESULTS ROUND 21 


Ist GRADE Ist GRADE 
Cessnock 2 Belmont Swansea 1 Dudley Redhead 3. Tingira 0 
All other games postphoned Budgewoi 3. Stockton 0 
All other games postponed 
RESERVE GRADE 
Belmont Swansea 1 Cessnock 0 RESERVE GRADE 
Dudley Redhead 2° Tingira 1 
UNDER 18's Budgewoi 4. Stockton 1 
Belmont Swansea 2 Cessnock 2 
UNDER 19’s 
Dudley Redhead 3. Tingira 0 
Budgewoi 2 Stockton 0 
PREMIER LEAGUE ROUND 17 Dapto 12. Warilla Wanderers 28 
Cringila Lions 39 Helensburgh 10 Balgownie Rangers 28 
Port Kembla 32 University Wollongong 2 
White Eagles 30 FIRST DIVISION ROUND 17 UBP Barbarians 25 
Wollongong Olympic 28 — Woonona 41 Albion Park: 18 
Bulli 25 Shoalhaven City 40 Highlands United 7 
Northern United 24 Western Suburbs 38 -Bellambi 15 
Lysaghts 23° Tarrawanna 33 Shellharbour City 14 
Kemblawarra 20 Berkeley 30 Mlawarra United fT 
Fernhill 19 Kiama 30 South Coast United 10 
Coniston 16 Picton Rangers 28 
XXXX LEAGUE Olympic Utd oie NE SeRIE sia 
Redlands Utd 20 6 2 12 3 60 20 
P W D L GF GAPTS Slacks Creek 2 4 4 2B 7 56 16 
Brisbane City 3 16 6 1 54° 16 54 Cee 
Taringa Rovers BOB 55 0M Tey era / 
Brisbane Lions B 3 4 6 8 31 4B 
Rochedale Rov 2 2k 39) 27, ay SSiaaerds ff 
ia Ri ; 2 
aca Rea ao 0 Toowoomba Utd 2 
ipsw Knights 
a SA omaiioaieaa. Ce 0 Redlands Utd 2 
‘ynnum 
Mt Gravatt 23) les 2eq=0Er37 ages BYE Der icM ? 
DIVISION ONE 
B’Berg Waves name Matt spePas* ay" 4giten2| NOTH 
ee eet Win oF cars 
e z Eastern Subs ps lies bj ae ac Pee, 
ROUND 23 Albany Creek 21 10 6 5S 38 20 36 
Taringa Rovers 1 B’Berg Waves 0 —-Uniof Qld 20 9 5 6 3 mM 2 
Brisbane City 2 Beenleigh 0 Pine Rivers Ud ‘Ose T 2 Rams) 23, 18 29 
Ipsw Knights 2 MtGravatt 1 Mitchelton logs 8 aiSie 8) = 32993910029 
Wynnum 3 Gold Coast 2 The Gap 2 7 4 9 3% 39 25 
Rochedale Rov 1 Brisbane Lions 1 Newmarket 2-5 6 «(10% 41 21 
DIVISION ONE Grange Thistle 0 4 4 12 20 34 16 
SOUTH North Star 9p aed Ota e323, 38 15 
P |W D L GF GAPTS 
ToowoombaUd 2118 1 2 58 16 55 yy ua er 5 
Rocklea Utd Me IL De S65) MA Ne asin 3 Grange Thistle i 
Capalaba DG ped iG ees ODA yk Gar 0 Albany Creek i 
Inala City a 9 2 10 St 49 2  IniorQd ‘O- Epssem Sos i 
Souths Utd 0 6 8 6 31 2 6 — sitchetton 3. The Gap 2 
Acacia Ridge pipet) Jes) Veece' us i ia 
PREMIER DIVISION DIVISION ONE 
Bayswater City Panthers 2 ‘Fremantle City 2 BassendeanCalendonian ° 1 — Perth City/Leem Strikers 3 
Stirling Macedonia 1 Perth 0 Swan IC 1 Rockingham City 2 
Joondalup City 2 Floreat Athena 1 Armadale 2 Southside Utd 1 
Sorrento 4 Kingsway Olympic 0 Queens Park 0 Balcatta 0 
Dianella White Eagles 1 Cockburn City 2 Ashfield/Bunbury 9 Wanneroo City 2 
Western Knights 1 Inglewood Falcons. 0 North Lake Espanol 0 Stirling Suns 6 


Round 4: Yeppoon 5 Blackwater 2; Stanthorpe 3 Concordia 
2; Marsden 3 Springwood 1; Lambton 1 Merewether 0; Griffith 4 


‘Cootamundra 0; Notre Dame Shepparton 3 Kurraneag 1. 


Bill Turner Cup 


Round 5: Chris Bros Lewisham 2 Ashfield Boys 0; Farrar 3 


Kadina 1; ASC Maitland 9 Lambton 1; Coolum 3 Aldridge 2; 


Runcom 1 Marist Ashgrove 0. 


Victorian 
Churches 
Association 


FIRST DIVISION : Pw 

DIVISION 1 — United (1) 14 13 

ilydale (1) 47 

ROUND 14 Morrison 14 6 

North Blackburn (1) 14 5 

Box Hill 2 Nth Blackbum(1) 3 Box Hill 143 

Eastem United(1) 3. Morrison 0 Berwick Blue 14 2 
Lilydale(1) 10 Berwick Blues 1 


South Australia 


UGUST 11 


PREMIER DIVISION Western Strikers 21.3 6 12 2438 15 
PWDLFAPIs Seaford 24 3 14.2953 15 
West Torrens Birkalla17 12 2 3 3724 38 
Campbelltown City 17 10 3 4 33 18 33 ROUND 21 
Croydon _—__—*iT: 8 4 5 3226 28 pon Pirie City 2 Westem Strikers 2 
Adelaide Blue Eagles 17.7 3.7 2225 24 satetd city 4 Nowrlunga United 3 
Cumberland United 17 6 4 7 2229 22 Modbury © Seatord 3 
Elizabeth City 17: 5 4 7 2827 20. West Adelaide «5 Salisbury United 1 
peas 1755 7 2222 20 Para Hills Knights 1 Adelaide City 1 
Olympians 17. 6 2. 9:17.30 20 Adelaide Hills. —1-Adelaide Cobras 2 
PLAdelaide Lion 17 5 4 8 2126 19 
Raiders 17.4 211 22 29 14 PREMIER U/23 
PWDL FA Pts 
ROUND 17 SA Sport Institute 19 13 1 5 53.21 40 
Adelaide Blue Eagles! W Torens Birkalla 1 C940 bee sn 
Elizabeth City 4. Raiders | Campbelltown 19 10 3 6 35 20 33 
pees 0 PLAdelaide Lion 9 West Torrens Birkalla9 9 5 5 37.24 32 
. 4 ; Port Adelaide Lion 19 9 4 6 2521 31 
Cumberland United 0 Olympians 1 ‘ 
Menge Tr ' Olympians 197 4 8 2630 25 
White City Warriors 0 Campbelltown City 0 Cumberland United 19 5 5 9 2026 20 
White City Warriors 19 5 5 9 1830 20 
ar Pawan FA pty Adelaide Blue Eagles 18 5 2 11 1829 17 
Elizabeth City 19 4 5 10.2147 17 
eh 21S 42 5525-49 Riders 19 4 411 1639 16 
West Adelaide 20 13. 2 5 52.29 41 
Enfield City 21 12 4 5 3629 40 
Adelaide Cobras 21:12 3 6 42 30 39 ROUND 17 
Adelaide City 20 9 4 7 3724 31 Adelaide Blue Eagles! W Torrens Birkalla 4 
Para Hills Knights 21 9 3 9 3537 30  ElizabethCity Raiders 0 
Noarlunga United 21 8 4 9 3539 28 Croydon 2 PLAdelaide Lion 0 
Salisbury United 21 7 2 123650 23 Cumberland United 0 Olympians 0 
Adelaide Hills 21 6 411 3345 22  WhiteCity Warriors 2 Campbelltown City 4 
Port Pirie City 21 4 7104156 19 SASport Institute 1 Campbelltown City 3 


SMYRNIS 


& Co SOLICITORS 


nN 


Ph: 9552 6288 Fax: 9660 7349 

@ 91 GLEBE POINT RD, GLEBE 

@ Ist floor, 196 Stacey St, BANKSTOWN 

@ Ist floor, 2-6 Regent St, KOGARAH 

@ Ist floor, $3 Bronte Rd, BONDI JUNCTION 
Tel: 9388 0222 


ustralian Features 


TASMANIAN SOCCER 
AUSTRALIA'S BEST-KEPT SECRET 


asmanian may not enjoy a high profile in the Australian game, but the 

southern island state has produced several players of note in recent years. 

Dominic Longo, David Clarkson, Kurt Reynolds, Luciano Fabrizio, Ibro 

Cahut and Robert Harrison are just some of the players that have been 
successful overseas and in the national league, 

Tasmanian soccer benefited immensely from the migrant boom in the 1950s and 
1960s, with many skilled European players joining Tasmanian clubs. Some stayed only 
briefly before heading for the big clubs in Melbourne and Sydney, but others stayed and 1) 
left their mark on the local game. No 

Goalkeeper Harry Wise was selected for the Australian Olympic squad in the 1950s, \NqutmX 
while goalkeeper Harry Alexiadis was selected in a national squad, but injury prevented 
him from attending any training sessions at all. \ 

An indication of the Tasmanian State team’s standing in the 1950s was evident in the 
game against the visiting Hungarian side Ferencvaros, the Europeans just scraping home 3-2 in a thriller. 

When the migrant influx slowed to a trickle, Tasmanian soccer lost its impetus and there were some very 
disappointing results against visiting overseas clubs, 


LOM 


Chelsea won 12-0 in 1965, an English FA XI 10-0 in 
1971, Cardiff City 5-1 in 1969 and Sunderland 5-0 in 
1976. 

Tasmanian enjoyed another golden era in the late 
1970s and early 1980s following the formation of a 
state-wide league, which encouraged some clubs to 
import players from England. 

The Socceroos, including Alan Davidson, only 
downed Tasmania 2-0 at KGV Soccer Park in 
Glenorchy in the 1980s. 

John Charlton (son of Jackie Charlton), Ian Parker, 
Bruce Ward, Ken Morton (Manchester United), Peter 
Brine (Middlesbrough), Eric Young (Manchester 
United), Ken Worden, Ernie Guest, Joe McGrory, Steve 
Darby, Neil Connell, James Dean and Peter Sawdon 
were some of the excellent imports who improved the 
standard of Tasmania soccer. 

In recent years, Tasmania has acquitted itself well 
against interstate and overseas competition, losing 2-0 
to Victoria, 5-4 to New South Wales (Tasmania led 4-1 
with 20 minutes remaining), and 3-0 to Japanese side 
Nagoya Grampus Eight (complete with Gary Lineker). 

Nagoya Grampus Eight was the first Japanese side to 
select Australia for pre-season training camps, and it 
was to Hobart, the Tasmanian capital, that it came. 

That began a trend for Japanese teams to come to 
Australia, although Tasmania has not had a repeat visit, 

Last year, visiting Malaysian side-Sarawak, coached 
by Alan Vest, played three matches in Tasmania against 
regional representative sides and certainly did not have 
things its own way. 

The re-introduction of the State League at the 
beginning of this decade has improved the game 
a considerably, but a team in the national league must be 
the ultimate aim. 

The possibility of entering a youth team in the 
southern national youth league is currently being 
explored. Tasmania continues to produce promising 
youngsters, Anthony Breaden and Corey Baldock being 
two of the latest. Both are goalkeepers. 

Breaden plies his trade in Adelaide and is on the 
verge of breaking into the national league, particularly 
following his recent tour of South America with the Young Socceroos, while Baldock spent last year in Bolivia with 
first division club Bolivar, where he was understudy to former Cameroon World Cup star Thomas N’Kono. 

‘The Tasmanian State League, composed of ten teams, had a final-four and grand final format for the past six 
seasons before reverting to a first-past-the-post method of deciding the championship season. 

With five matches remaining, an exciting finish is expected as only five separate the top four teams. 

Launceston City and the Glenorchy Knights both have 30 points, Devonport City has 29, while reigning champion 
New Town Eagles have 25. 

They are all illustrious names in Tasmanian history and any one of these four teams would be a worthy winner of 
the title come September. 7 


David Clarkson ... was accorded star-like 
treatment on his return. 


occer Tasmania’s General Manager, Neil Connell, believes that planning for the future, based on a financial 

plan that is viable and sustainable, are the keys to the future of the game expanding into the NSL. He says that 

the game in Tassie is enjoying continued growth in all areas such as juniors, seniors, women’s and social league 
competitions. 


ASMANIA 


“This has been demonstrated over recent years as Tassie has 
produced a number of players who have gone on to represent 
Australia at various levels, currently we have goalkeeper 
Anthony Breaden, Adelaide City, who is with the National 
Under 20 Squad and very likely to be involved with the World 
Championships next year . E 

“We have a State League competition which caters for teams 
throughout Tassie, the main problem that we haye at the 
moment is the lack of exposure on a national level due to us not 
having a team in the national competition, 

“Soccer Tasmania in conjunction with Soccer Australia are 
currently investigating the viability of Tasmania entering a team 
in the National Youth league in the 
very near future. Through our 
Towards 2000 Development Program 
initiative, which has been running in 
our three major population centres [7 
throughout Tasmania, we will have a 
number of talented players on view at 
this year’s National Championships to 
be held in Adelaide later this year . 

“Our league structure has the State 
and State Youth leagues as our 
premier senior competition followed 
by a North / North West and § 
Southern-based Premier league comps, below that we have local 
regional Divisional competitions followed by our Social team 
comps.” 

When pressed on the players to watch in the state’s leagues, 
the former English professional (Middlesbrough) puts forward 
Dave Stoddard, a 29 year old midfielder playing for Newtown 
Eagles, as the player to watch. 


pW dh ii : 
Dominic Longo ... Marconi’s international 


defender is one of the best Tasmanian 
exports, 


lasmanian Dave Clarkson’s recent return even surprised him. The media attention given to Champion side 
South Melbourne’s best and fairest player was akin to being a media star. “Everywhere I went there was media 
and the people were just so happy to see me. It was a real buzz. My girlfriend, who came with me, couldn't 
believe it,” says the humble South midfielder. 
“T think they need someone to look up to and to provide inspiration.” 
He left Tasmania in 1986 after playing for Rapid and Hobart Juventus. However, the tyranny of distance is a 
recurring theme when he talks about Soccer in the Apple Isle, 
“That stretch of water makes us worlds apart,” he says ruefully. “It’s so much harder to pack up and go to the 
mainland because you really have to be away from home for some time. It’s not so easy to get back home.” 
The dynamic midfielder moved to Tasmania when he was two and played all his junior soccer there before his big 
move to the AIS. 
“T think it will be a challenge to get an NSL side up from Tassie but I beleive that the plans for entering a national 
youth league side are a step in the right direction.” 
Clarkson and Australia’s player of the year, Paul Trimboli, will be in Tasmania in mid-September for a series of 
coaching and speaking engagements, 


‘ould you believe that Australia’s Aria award-winning female singer, Monique Brumby (below), could have 
been women’s soccer equivalent of Paul Trimboli? This is absolutely true. Before Monique took the path of 
music yet she was rated by those who know as a player with enormous potential. 

Tn 1989 she played for Rapid then moved on to 
Caledonians United between 1990-92. She also 
starred for the Tasmanian girls’ U/19s in 1989 in 
Darwin, 1990 in Melbourne, 1991 in Woy Woy and 
Hobart in 1992. In 1991 she was selected in the 
talent identification squad. Soccer's loss was 
music’s gain, but you can’t help but wonder what 
might have happened. 


arconi’s Tasmanian Socceroo defender 

Dominic Longo played for Hobart Juventus 

S.C from 1982 until 1987 (under 13 to the 
Ist grade team). “In the younger age groups it was 
great, but once J tumed 16 I needed more intensive 
." training and competition, which was limited. Hence 1 
moved to Canberra to the AIS under Ron Smith. 

As for an NSL side he says: “I think it would be a 
good idea, but due to logistics and its financial 
viability I doubt whether it will happen for a while. 
Unless of course a proposal could be presented to 
Soccer Australia which proves otherwise. (in terms 
of sponsorship, supporter base, facilities, playing 
staff ete.), 

“Tasmanian Soccer is a good nurturing ground for 
: prospective AIS and National League Team Players, 
A close eye must be kept on the various under age 
National Titles for promising players who would be 
suited to the AIS at a young age. 

“T believe the state has enough quality for an 
Ericsson Cup side, but it would be the logistics of 
getting a successful proposal underway and 
e MAINTAINING it year-in year-out which would be 
a atest, I feel,” concludes the defender. 


Australian News 


NSW CHAMPIONS IN 
DANGER OF LOSING TITLE 


By John Economes 


arramatta Eagles, the current 

‘champions of the NSW Super 

League, must defeat the high flying 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles on Sunday at the 
Melita Stadium to have a hope of retaining 
their championship title. 

Last weekend all matches in the Super 
League, Division I and Two were cancelled 
due to extreme wet conditions rendering all 
pitches unplayable. 

A loss against Bonnyrigg could easily see 
the NSW champions miss out on a spot in. the 
‘Top Five Series’ which kicks off the 
following weekend. 

Currently precariously perched in fifth 
position by a slender one point just ahead of 
the vastly improved Eastern Suburbs, 
Parramatta cannot afford to falter, especially 
if Easts gets up over the visiting Central Coast 
on Sunday at Wentworth Park in the last 
round of the championship. 

A win by Easts and a loss by Paramatta, 
would see the champions most unexpectedly 
crash out of the ‘Top Five Series’ the 
following week. 

Coached by former Australian World Cup 
defender, Dougie Utjesenovic, Parramatta 
faces a ‘Sudden Death’ situation this 
weekend, 

The League champions who last season 
cracked the ‘double’, have been severely 
weakened by a loss of star players in the off- 
season to the NSL. 


The first to depart was sterling central 
marker and skipper, George Souris, who was 
sold to NSL club Wollongong City. 

Virtually on the heels of the exit made by 
Souris came the departure of tenacious 
‘screener’ David Huxley, also lost to 
Wollongong City. 

‘And if that was not enough, Parramatta’s 
star international playmaker Gabriel Mendez, 
broke down some weeks ago at Lambert Park 
in the clash against the Leichhardt Tigers. 

Mendez who already has been snapped up 
by fledgling National League side Northern 
Spirit, was stretchered off Lambert Park in the 
30th minute in the match against the Tigers 
back in May 31st and has not played since. 

‘The mercurial Mendez had horrifically 
suffered a recurrence of the nasty injury 
sustained to his right knee, playing for Eddie 
Thomson’s Australian Olympic team which 
ended up qualifying for the Atlanta Games. 

The knee then required full surgical 
reconstruction which had kept Mendez out of 
action till this season. 

He has again undergone surgery and has 
commenced light training with the Northern 
Spirit. 

Nobody knows the danger of the 
Champions missing out on the Super League 
play-offs than the very experienced coach 
Utjesenovic. 

Ironically, Parramatta faces Bonnyrigg, the 
team they beat in last year’s Grand Final at 
Marconi Stadium by 2-0 to lift the NSW 
Championship. 


DARBY 
SUCCES 


By John Economos 


General manager and former 

Australian National Youth 
Development coach, has had nothing but 
hhuge success since arriving in Malaysia two 
months ago. 

Darby was called in by Malaysian officials to 
take over the ailing Johor FA side that was 
struggling at the bottom of Malaysia's Second 
division, ‘ 

Since taking over Darby has been able to 
explode a fabulous, string of results. 

Speaking from Malaysia last night, Darby 
told ABSW: “Maybe with an ounce of luck 
here and there as well, but since I took over the 
Johor side, in our last seven consecutive 
matches we have won everyone of them to grab 
all 21 points. 

“With all this straight wins we have now 
bounced up from the very bottom of the League 
to second spot. 

“In all these matches under my control we 
have scored no less than 22 goals. 

“But even far more pleasing for me as coach 
is that we have not conceded a single goal in all 
these games. 

“As an added bonus my team has now 
qualified for the F.A.Cup Final last Thursday 
night when we beat the giants from the first 
division Kuala Lumpur 2-1. 

“Both goals were scored by former Apia and 
Newcastle centre-back Darren Stewart. As well 
as Stewart I have Milan Blagojevic in my side 
and together they are a different class and are a 
great credit to Australian Soccer here in 
Malaysia. 

“This is the first time Johor has reached the 
F.ACup final. 

“When we beat Kuala Lumpur in the semi 
last week we attracted a healthy crowd of 


S= Darby, Sydney Olympic’s former 


A HUGE 


IN ASIA 


20,000. Now we played Sabah in the Final this 
Saturday (August 15th),” proudly boasted 
Darby tous. 


PETER RUSSELL 
RETIRES 


By John Economos 


ter Russell the former General 
manager of the National League 
handed in his resignation late last week 
after many years of loyal service to 
Australian Soccer. 

In recent times Russell, whose duties for 
Soccer Australia were in the specialised areas 
concerning Stadium facilities, crowd control 
and security, has been greatly hampered by ill 
health, 

His general health has now declined to a 
level where Peter has been forced to finally 
called it a day from the stress of fulltime 
administration in Soccer. 

The hard as nails, no nonsense former 


detective with the now disbanded CIB, had 
recently undergone two operations to have no 
less than eight heart bypasses performed on 
him. 

‘A month ago, soon after returning from the 
World Cup in France, Peter suffered a stroke, 

“It seems that enough is enough and I have 
decided to call it a day,” Russell told ABSW 
when We contacted him at his office at Soccer 
Australia. 

But Russell’s immense experience will not 
be totally lost to Australian Soccer, 

For the next year Russell will continue as a 
part time consultant for Soccer Australia, 
operating however from his home in the eastern 
suburbs of Sydney. 

Russell, a Scot by birth, played Soccer in 
England and was a former schoolboy player. 


WIN FREE 
REEDSWAIN 
COACHING VIDEOS! 


OUR GOOD FRIENDS AT REEDSWAIN ARE GIVING YOU 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO WIN A FANTASTIC TRAINING 
VIDEO CALLED ‘THE AJAX TRAINING METHOD’ PARTS 
ONE AND TWO! JUST SEND AN ENVELOPE TO 
REEDSWAIN AUSTRALIA PO BOX 32 RIVERWOOD NSW. 
2210 AND MARK IT ‘AJAX COMPETITION’. IT WILL BE 
DRAWN AT REEDSWAIN ON THE AUGUST 31 AND 
WINNERS ARE PUBLISHED IN THE FOLLOWING ABSW. 
THE VIDEOS ARE REVIEWED BELOW BY MARK 
STAVROULAKIS, HIMSELF A MEMBER OF THE SYDNEY 
OLYMPIC YOUTH ACADEMY .. 


lot of people ask why Ajax 

Amsterdam are such a good 

footballing side. In recent seasons we 
have seen Ajax as one of the most influential 
sides in the world, not only on the park, but 
of it too, 

People sit and scratch their heads and think 
to themselves, what is their secret? What 
makes them so good? The answer does not lie 
in the players bought from other ieams, as Ajax 
don't rely on big name players. 

Ajax are much more interested in training 
younger players so that they can develop them 
into future superstars. With the likes of the De 
Boer twins, Dutch stars Patrick Kluivert, Edgar 
Davids, Michael Reizegar, Winston Bogarde, 
Mare Overmars and a whole host of other 
players, they have all come of age due to the 
Ajax training method. 

‘Ajax has always trained talented players. 
Each year at least one player makes his debut 
for the first team. Something like this often 
burdens a start to a successful career in 
football. So why is it that Ajax always has so 
many good young players? This can’t just be a 
coincidence. Of course it is the right training 
methods, but what precedes this is a process of 
recognising and selecting young players with 
potential, 

The Ajax style of football requires many 
qualities, good technique is not enough, you 
must be able to do more, 

To determine whether a player is good 
enough to play for Ajax, the club trainers work 
on the so-called TIPS system. T is for 
technique and ball control. I stands for insight 
‘or you could use it as football intelligence. P is 


personality and is essential for reaching the 
top. 

‘Not only does a player need self confidence 
and determination but must also function well 
in a group. S is for speed, this has two aspects: 
the speed of reaction and speed and 
acceleration on the ground, 

The Ajax way of teaching is a very 
ingenious idea. The video reflects a number of 
methods in which help develop a player's skill 
level, 

The good aspect about this video is that it 
compares the younger kids to the first graders. 

What I mean is, the first graders of Ajax do 
an almost exact method of training that a 16 
year old, but it’s done with more intensity. 

Not only are the players rewarded for the 
amazing wizardry of ball skills, the coaches 
involved in this program are of world class. 

‘The coaches understand what it takes to give 
a player that extra dimension to their game, to 
help them improve in the future. 

All I can say is that this is a must see video 
for any young player, who is considering a 
career in football. 

It is a well documented production and the 
tactics and methods used provide good tips 
which younger players here in Australia can 
pick up, 

The Ajax training method details the 
learning method that fas earned Ajax players 
the reputation of “getting to the ball that bit 
quicker, having just that little extra starting 
speed and acceleration, of being just that little 
bit more agile and nimble” than their 
opponents. 
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Australian News 


LOWLY CITY 
SHOCKS JUVENTUS 


anberra City virtually wrapped up two 

of the outstanding issues in the ACT 

Premier League when it beat 
Gungahlin Juventus 5-0 on Sunday. The win, 
just its third of the season, will probably 
condemn University of Canberra to division 
two, especially after the University failed to 
make an impression on top-four contender 
Capital City Suns in a 3-0 loss. 

While City’s lead over the students is five 
points with three games remaining, the 
University has to face pacesetters Belconnen 
‘United and Monaro in two of those fixtures. 

‘An angry Juventus coach, Walter Valeri, 
accused his players of believing they just had to 
turn up to win. “City deserved it,” he said. “We: 
were simply not sufficiently determined or 
committed,” Simon Agnello got City off to a 
flying start when he squeezed between two 
defenders to place the ball under the body of 
diving goalkeeper 

Pedro Pavez, 

City fans have seen leads established and 
abandoned several times during the season, but 
on this occasion their team went on with the job. 
Brent Chick made it 2-0 after he was set up by 
Danny Bennett and in the 20th minute Bennett 
again played the provider for Agnello to head 
home. 

By contrast Chick’s second, seven minutes 
before half time, was a solo effort, as he 
shrugged off a couple of half-hearted challenges 
to take the ball forward and score. 

Juventus managed to tighten its play after the 
interval, but could not stop Agnello from 
‘completing his hat-trick - and the youngster did 
cartwheels of delight after scoring with his 
second header, off a comer. Juventus was not 
entirely shut out, and pethaps the game would 
have taken a different course had City 
goalkeeper Martyn Smith not made an 
outstanding save from Scott Conlon at 1-0, but in 
the main a defence in which Craig Rankine was 
at his best restricted the opposition to long-range 
efforts which, often or not, were well off-target, 

A month ago Queanbeyan City was right in 
the middle of the relegation battle with one win 
in 1] games, The club has now won three 


Soccer Canberra General Manager Robert Bennett (right) as ACT Senator Margaret Reid unveils the new logo for 
Soccer's Marketing Campaign in the ACT. 


matches on the trot, the latest a credible 2-1 
result over Canberra Deakin at Deakin Oval. 

Coach Oscar Langone said he was delighted 
the team was beginning to play to its potential, 
even though it is far too late to make an 
impression. “We were always better than our 
league position for most of the season,” he said. 

Pat Phommeseissy gave Queanbeyan the lead, 
Michael Barac equalised before Dane 
Gorgievski grabbed the winner. It was a 
miserable afternoon for Deakin: Anthony Barac 
missed a penalty and his twin brother, Michael, 
was sent off with 30 minutes to go for a second 
bookable offence. 

The race for the minor premiership remains in 
doubt after both contenders won. Monaro had to 
battle all the way against Canberra Olympic on 
Saturday night, eventually holding on to a lead 
established early by Nick Mathas. Belconnen 
United gained a measure of revenge on Weston 
Creek Royals, the only team to beat it this 
season, by winning the retum at Woden Park 2- 
1, its goals coming from the league's leading 
scorer, Marko Perinovic, and attacking 
midfielder Scott Manson, 

Capital City Suns moved one step closer to 
the finals when they beat bottom placed 
University of Canberra 3-0, writes Nick Guoth, 

Suns, a team which many haye said will miss 
its Canberra Cosmos players now that they have 
been recalled by the Ericsson Cup club, may 
have found a striker to fill the gap in Peter 
Josifoski. 

Having played a complete game earlier, 
Josifoski entered this match as a substitute and 
scored two crucial goals. 

‘The University began better and had the Suns 
in trouble on occasions through the long throws 
of Damon Toivonen, It even had the ball in the 
net only to be pulled back for a foul on the 
goalkeeper. 

A minute before the break Zoran Glavinic put 
‘a ball to Mil Sredojevic on the left. His low cross 
was met at the near post by Josifoski, who 
angled the ball into the net. 

In the 60th minute a cross from Gino Balloon 
found Josifoski at the edge of the penalty box, 
and he met the ball sweetly to volly home. The 
game was sealed with 15 minutes to go. A cross 
was not cleared properly and Tony Radic 
volleyed the third. 


AN SWER (from page two) 


The two schoolboys were none other 
than the Carle brothers of Sydney 
Olympic! Nick is below left and Leo 
is right. Settle down girls! 


Pic by George Stavroulakis 


NSW Soccer 
Federation 


SUPER LEAGUE 
ROUND 21 


Sunday August 16 


Parramatta Eagles v Bonnyrigg WE 
Melita Stadium, Spm 


St George Saints v Ryde City 
St George Stadium, 7pm 


Leichhardt Tigers v Sutherland Sharks 
Lambert Park, 3pm 


Macarthur Rams v Bankstown City 
Lynwood Park, 53pm 


Eastern Suburbs v Central Coast 
Wentworth Park, 3pm 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE 0055 22885 
(75c per min ~ IDS Higher rate applies from mobile and public phones.) 


WASHOUT 


Due to the rains, NSW 
games were called off. 


Pic. by Neil Hummel 
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AKLEY KNOWS WHAT IT TAKES 


ast month, Jane Oakley was appointed as 

Assistant National Youth Coach to work 

with the Australian Youth Team, the 

program re-established after two years, 

with the best Under 19s set to tour Europe in late 
October. 

Even before Jane Oakley had been selected at age 
eighteen to play for Australia, the teenager knew that 
coaching was also something she wanted to pursue, 

Whether by design or fate, the ‘about seventeen’ year 
old Oakley was already showing herself to be a dab 
hhand at both sides of the game, as player/coach of the 
Dandenong club side, “I guess I was roped in, no-one 
else wanted to do it, But once I started, I found 
coaching enjoyable, rewarding and challenging. It was 
funny - I was one of the youngest players, yet 1 was 
couching all these older players, some of them even 
playing for Australia, plus several State players.” 

The mere fact these senior players even listened to 
their young boss is testament to her obvious natural 
talents. After two years, Oakley relinquished the 
responsibility. “That was enough. 1 had started going 
grey at seventeen!” 

It was not too long after, in 1984, that Oakley 
received the call-up to don the green and gold, and the 
budding coaching career was happily put on hold for the 
honour to represent her country on the field. 

The Victorian went on to earn 27 full international 
caps for Australia, in a fantastic career spanning over 
decade. After such a long time at the top, Oakley was 
one fortunate enough still to be at peak performance at 
the start of the new era of women’s football. Now it 
was an Olympic sport with a full-time National Coach, 
and her career culminated with participation in the 1995 
World Cup. 

The urge to pick up coaching again saw Oakley 
devote all her spare time to the pursuit in 1993 and 
1994, whilst still in the National Squad, During this 
time she was in charge of the State Youth Team, the 
Victorian Development Squad, Berwick Premier 
Division women, and Berwick Under 14 boys. She also 
ed the boys on a four to the USA, conducted clinics as 
VWSA Development Officer, and assisted with VSF 
regional clinics, Oakley says juggling coaching, playing 
and work was a matter of prioritising her time. She 
would train in the momings, coach in the evening, then 
train again afterwards. 

1995 was time to concentrate on selection for the 
World Cup, and the defender earned a guernsey in the 


starting eleven for all three of Australia's matches in 
Sweden, a fitting finale to her career despite the team’s 
disappointment of failing to qualify for the Olympics. 
‘Announcing her international retirement, Oakley was 
free to direct all her energies on the next phase of her 
footballing career as a coach. A two-year contract with 
the Victorian Senior State Team followed, and her club 
commitments shifted to Cranbourne. Today, she 
remains at Cranbourne, and is a VSF Centre of 
Excellence Coach, in charge of the South-West 


metropolitan region Under 13 boys’ squad. Plus now 
her new National Youth Team position. “It was a point 
of once J finish playing, I want to take on coaching in a 
big way. So after the World Cup, I thought if I want to 
do this seriously, then I better look at getting my Level 
3, get out of my comfort zone in coaching.” 

With four rounds remaining in women’s Premier 
League, Oakley's Cranbourne has already won the 
premiership, so far ahead are they on the points ladder, 
scoring sixty-plus goals on the way, and conceding just 
two. That solitary pair of goals, Oakley admits, were 
scored in her first game back on the park this season, 
‘and is often reminded of the fact. Oakley had actually 
planned to coach men this year, but several players said 
they would sign for Cranbourne if Oakley was coach, 
She submitted to the pressure, and ended up with a very 
solid team. 

Long involved in both women’s and boys’ football, 
Oakley has consciously taken that direction, eager to 
broaden her experience as much as possible. She says 
there are slight differences in the approach with female 
athletes, but essentially the two are the same on the 
pitch. 

“The biggest difference is people skill management. 
‘You need more interpersonal skills with females, take a 
more open communicative approach. With males, you 
can be more direct with them, so psychologically it's 


different, But although the speed and pace of the game 
is different, the skill, reading of the game and the 
technical issues are basically on a par. 

‘At present, Oakley much prefers working with her 
women’s club team, rather than her boys, who are not as 
good a band of players, and with whom she trains only 
once per week, giving her not as much time as she'd like 
to work with them. 

‘Thrilled at the news of her latest appointment, the 32- 
year-old sees an exciting program ahead at youth level, 


‘at a fantastic time for the sport. 

“It’s a matter of developing the players, increasing 
their grade and competition,” explained Oakley. “It will 
be a useful stepping stone up to a more elite level, 
bridging the gap up to the National Team. And it's a 
strategy that’s got to come from the States also, a similar 
plan of action common across all States, to ensure we're 
working towards the same goal.” 

“It’s great to work with younger athletes, get them 
before they're breinwashed. You can have more of an 
influence rather than with older players who have 
already got bad habits. It probably takes more time 
trying to get the young ones to understand, but once 
they've grasped it, they'll do it automatically. Older 
players may probably never really change.” 

“Grabbing them from Under 16 level, and tagging 
them through the process, they'll learn to do these things 
naturally through their career. Generally the older ones 
who do it right ate the ones who used to play with the 
boys. Others who say come from nowhere have often 
had poor coaches and not taught correctly, and someone 
needs to pick them up and correct them whilst they're 
still young enough.” 

Oakley was fortunate to have access to good 
coaching during her playing days, but has since come to 
realise that there is much she still had to leam. “All the 
coaches I had had something unique, and I've tried to 


incorporate all the best things into my coaching style 
and personality, But I was disappointed after doing 
Level 3, I learnt all this stuff and came away thinking 
‘Why didn’t I know this when I was playing - 1 
would've been so much better.” 

Having come to this realisation makes working with 
young elite footballers that much more significant. “It’s 
great to have access to the young players and coach 
them these things, rather than like me, never know till 
later. Females have often never had good coaches, and 
aren't coached these things, whereas boys have always 
had good coaching.” 

Having played at the highest level is certainly an 
advantage for Oakley as a coach, and an added string 
she can impart upon her players, especially the younger 
ones. She is looking forward to getting the Youth Team 
on tour and back into international competition. 

“It will give us a good position of how we line up 
against other countries, dominant European countries, It 
will set the direction for the future, where we're at and 
where we should be, make it clear in our minds what to 
bring back to the States. We can assess our needs, plan 
ur future program, and next time go in ahead.” 

For today’s young players who have stepped into 
established programs and lap up all the new 
‘opportunities without knowing the hard yards that led up 
to these times of professionalism, the experience of 
tough opposition overseas will also serve to broaden 
their outlook. “It will reinforce in the players that it is 
not as easy as they might have thought. If they want to 
make the National Team, it gives them an early outline 
of what it takes.” 

Oakley compares the programs today to previous 
times when National Teams had only the experience of 
National Championships behind them. “Before, thrown 
into the National Team, you'd come away shellshocked 
at the pace of the game.” 

Oakley derives much enjoyment from coaching and 
would like to see more females getting involved, “If T 
can help develop players, provide them with new ideas 
to make them better players, then that’s rewarding for 
me,” 

She does concede however there are hurdles for 
females to overcome. “I think there are limited 
opportunities for females in coaching - only club and 
possibly State, but nothing beyond, AWSA is 
recognising that need and building a career path with the 
‘appointment of myself and Wendy Carter,” 


NORTH KOREA 
UNKNOWN 
TERRITORY 


ater this week, the Australian Team 

to compete against North Korea 

will be selected. The tour to 

Pyongyang, the North Korean 
capital, will be an amazing experience to say 
the least. 

The North Korean Team is a complete 
unknown to us, although they have already 
qualified for next year’s World Cup, finishing 
second behind China in the Asian 
Championships. Their country and culture is 
certain to be like nothing before experienced by 
most of these players, although again there is 
not a lot known about it, being such a closed 
society. 

‘The 20 member team will be National Coach 
Greg Brown’s first selection since the 
commencement of the full-time AIS program. 
‘Also vying for selection are the remaining five 
OAP players who have over the past week 
come into the AIS on visiting scholarships. 
They are competing against the 20 full-time 
scholarship athletes, plus the two Canberra- 
based OAP members Tracie McGovern and 
Kaye Yardin, a total of 27 all up. 

The newly arrived batch of contenders 
consists of the overseas-based trio Alison 
Forman, Sunni Hughes, and Angela Jannotta, 


plus Katrina Boyd and Tracey Wheeler. Brown 
will have little time to see these players in 
action, and insists that just because they have 
come in from overseas, they won't necessarily 
be selected. “At the end of the day, it will be 
the best team at the time,” he stated. 

The touring party departs Canberra on 23 
August, returning 6 September. A three-test 
series, match dates are scheduled as 29 August, 
1 and 4 September. 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


"s 
AMSAN 
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UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


PH: 06 260 4000. FAX: 06 260 4999 


Information Line: 1902 220 074 (Calls charged at 50c min — higher rates ‘for mobile public telephones) 


Internet Home Page HTTP: www-.ACTSF.ORC.AU 


By Graham Cooke 


OLD BOYS 
LYING THE FLAG 


squad of senior players fly out for the 
World Masters Games in Portland, 
Oregon this week determined to keep 
the Canberra flag flying overseas. 

They will be searching for that elusive victory in 
the United States after twice finishing runners up in 
major international tournaments. 

‘The squad is based around the Kambah Old Boys 
team which plays in the ACT Masters Division, but 
vice-captain Alan Froud says it had been agreed to 
change the name to Canberra for this tournament, 

“We want to fly the flag, and we did not think 
“Kambah’ would mean much to the average 


American,” he said. “We've also gained some ring- 
ins from around the country who asked to join the 
group when they realised we were definitely going,” 

As Canberra Old Boys they have gained a sponsor 
in PMP Communications, and will distribute 
promotional literature and some small gifts courtesy 
of the ACT Government. The teams they will be 
playing in their eight-strong group include visitors 
from Russia, Japan and Taiwan, : 

Froud said that although they would be playing in 
an over-40 division many of the squad members 
could qualify for an over-50 competition, “Even so, 
we take our soccer very seriously and were runners 


up in the 1994 World Masters Games in Brisbane and 
the 1997 Australian Masters in Canberra,” he said. 

“And we don’t intend to stop here ... our next 
target is the 2002 Worlds which will be held in 
Melbourne,” 

Canberra Old Boys: Wally Conlon (captain), 
Alan Froud (vice-captain), Alan Greenslade 
(manager), Colin Thomas, Robert Davies, Momo 
Radulevich, Ian McDougall, Paul Fisher, Jim 
Gordon, Les Bobruck, Ron Ratchford, Bill Hardie, 
Brendan Flattery, Jim Nokes (Brisbane), Alan 
Sinclair (Sunshine Coast), John Kubina (Melbourne), 
Emilio Traivini (Darwin). 


ROCKETS ROW 
ROARS ON 


combination of one of Canberra’s 

wettest mid-winter spells on record, and 

the decision to invite Ericsson Cup club 

‘Marconi to the ACT for matches against 
the Rockets and Young Rockets on Saturday 
night, is producing a difficult ending to the ACT 
Premier League regular season, 

‘The weather had claimed just one game before last 
Sunday, but the atrocious state of the High Street 
pitch in Queanbeyan will probably rule it out for the 
rest of the season. 

Last Sunday's scheduled game there between 
Monaro and Canberra Olympic was switched to 
Greenway Oval in Tuggeranong under lights on 
Saturday night, and all other matches due to be 
played there are in doubt. 

‘This a major blow for Monaro, seeking to become 
the first side from Queanbeyan to win an ACT 
premiership for 20 years. Three of its last four games 
were scheduled for High Street, including the usually 
well-attended derby fixture with Queanbeyan City. 
Now it seems even this will have to be played 
elsewhere. 

Councillor Kerry White, chairman of the 
Queanbeyan City Council’s Sports Advisory 
Committee, says the decision to go ahead with two 
matches on the ground during a wet Sunday two 
weeks ago is at the heart of the problem. 

“Neither match should have been played, and as a 


result the pitch has cut up badly,” he said. 

Meanwhile, an outstanding game between 
Belconnen United and Queanbeyan City was 
Postponed a second time last Wednesday night, when 
the Deakin Oval venue was ruled out. 

There is also some unease with the decision to 
play matches between the Canberra Rockets 
Tepresentative sides and Marconi on Saturday night. 

Some clubs, including Belconnen United and 
Gungahlin Juventus, have as many as eight players in 
the two squads. The players will be available for 
their clubs for Round 16 matches the next day, but 
many officials feel they will be jaded and below their 
best at a crucial time in the season. 

Leading the critics is Weston Creek Royals 
seniors president Warren Barsley who says Marconi 
should have been invited to travel to Canberra in 
mid-week. “That would have suited everyone,” he 
said. 

“As it is we are disrupting the Premier League 
program to provide Marconi with what is, in effect, a 
training game.” 

Not so, says Rockets senior team boss lan 
Heywood who is himself a club coach at Monaro. 

“We are very fortunate to get Marconi here, they 
get dozens of requests like this one,” he said. 

Heywood has been able to strengthen his squad 
with the inclusion of Jason Dunn, and Marko 
Perinovic (Belconnen United) and Anthony 


Soccer Canberra President Steve Doszpot is flanked by players in the uniforms of 


ACT clubs at the launch of the Organisation’s New Marketing Campaign — Soccer 
in Canberra — Get On Board. 


Pic. by Neil Hammel 


Giannasca (Capital City Suns) after they were ruled 
out of Canberra Cosmos coach Rale Rasic’s plans for 
the coming Ericsson Cup season. 

All three played in the 1997-98 national league 
campaign and Soccer Canberra has ruled that current 
‘Cosmos players cannot play for the Rockets. 

The squads are: 

Canberra Rockets: Geoff Howarth, Paul 
Chalmers, Jason Dunn, Marko Perinovic (Belconnen 
United), David Milin (Canberra Deakin), Anthony 
Giannasca (Capital City Suns), Elliott Zwangobani, 
Njegosh Popovich, Steve Vanzetti (Canberra 
Olympic), Alex Tsiokos, Scott Conlon, George 
Cattanach, Pedro Pavez (Gungahlin Juventus), 
Jimmy Baxter, Joe Gagetti, John Rakic (Monaro), 
Steve Lazzari, Adrian Paragalli (Weston Creek 
Royals). 

Training: University of Canberra tomorrow Spm- 
6.30pm. 

Young Rockets: Lee Pietrukowski, Scott 
Manson, Matt Whyte, Steven Craig (Belconnen 
United), Mikey Katz, Brent Chick (Canberra City), 
Adam Williams, Goran Talevski, Wes Bryett, 
Anthony Barac, Marcello Munoz (Canberra Deakin), 
John Glass, Oscar Zamora, Gabriel Exposito, Matt 
Valeri (Gungahlin Juventus), Angelo Konstantinou, 
Elia Salloum, Pino Seminara, David Palywoda 
(Canberra Olympic). 

Training: Bruce CIT tomorrow 6pm. 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Round 16 Sunday, August 16 


Capital City Suns 
Weston Creek Royals 
Gungablin Juventus 
Queanbeyan City 


University of Canberray 
* Venue subject to change 
Firsts 2pm, Under 23 noon, 


Round 19 Saturday, August 15 


Defence Academy 
ANU 
Burns Club 


O'Connor Knights 


Weston Creek Royals 
Canberra City 
Canberra Deakin 
Monaro 

Capital City Suns 


Monaro 

Belconnen United 
Capital City Suns 
Canberra Olympic 
Gungahlin Juventus 
Weston Creek Royals 
Canberra Deakin 
Queanbeyan City 
Canberra City 


v 
Vy 
v 
v 


v 


University of Canberra 


Golden Boot (after Round 14) 


Marko Perinovie 
Peter Buljan 
Matt Valeri 
Steve Lazzari 
Scott Manson 
Matt Whyte 


Under 23: Weston Creek Royals 0 Belconnen United 3, Canberra 
City 0 Gungahlin Juventus 1, Canberra Deakin 3 Queanbeyan City 2, 
Monaro 0 Canberra Olympic 4, Capital City Suns 2 University of 


‘Canberra 1. 


Points: Gungahlin Juventus 39, Belconnen United 28, Canberra 
Deakin 28, University of Canberra 27, Capital City Suns 25, Weston 
Creek Royals 23, Canberra City 22, Queanbeyan City 11, Monaro 9, 


Canberra Olympi 


Youth: Canberra Deakin 1 Belconnen United 4, Capital City 
Suns 0 Canberra City 10, Radford 2 Tuggeranong United 9, Weston 
Creek Royals 0 Gungahlin Juventus 1, Belconnen Strikers 2 


Goulburn City 5. 


Points: Belconnen United 41, Canberra Deakin 31, Tuggeranong 
United 31, Weston Creek Royals 29, University of Canberra 29, 
Gungahlin Juventus 25, Goulburn City 23, St Edmunds 20, 
Belconnen Strikers 18, Capital City Suns 17, Radford 17, Canberra 
City 16, Canberra Olympic 8, Queanbeyan City 2. 


Tuggeranong United 


ANU 
Burns Club 

White Eagles 
Cooma 
Tuggeranong United 
©'Connor Knights 
Defence Academy 
Canberra Defence 


Under 23: Tuggeranong United 1 White Eagles 0. 
‘ANU 46, White Eagles 35, Burns Club 28, Defence 
Academy 26, O'Connor Knights 22, Tuggeranong United 20, 
Canberra Defence 16, Cooms 8. 


Point: 


Division One 


Belconnen United O'Connor Oval 
Canberra City Woden Park 
Canberra Deakin Hawker Oval 
Canberra Olympic _ High Street* 
Monaro University Oval 


Division Two 


Tuggeranong United Addison Road 


Cooma North Oval 
Canberra Defence Kambah Oval 
No2(1) 
White Eagles O'Connor Oval 
Division 1 
1 Belconnen United 2 
5 Gungahlin Juventus 0 
1 Queanbeyan City 2 
1 Canberra Olympic 0 
3 University of Canberra 0 
Po OW-SD. Deb FF AcPTS: 
5 9 6 0 0 3 13 39 
Mr Bre HS NOK ABE MEAS, 
159 BosSeelIo3- 231 
150i Dieter Wine § 935 S23 
NS 53S 13) wnry Sqr Wy 22S 
MS) S200 AF 2592-22: 
15.544 6 3821 2, 
4 4 2 0 8 3 43 16 
15 28h Orqgllasg3) “37 34. 
15. 0. 3 OFIREd2. $5.6: 


Belconnen United 

~ Capital City Suns 
Gungahlin Juventus 
Weston Creek Royals 
Belconnen United 
Belconnen United 


wecoon 


Division 2 

0 White Eagles 4 
P W SD DL F A Ps 
16612 2 0 2 4 @ 40 
17 12 1 0 4 53 24 38 
Boi 2 0 5 4 2 37 
16 6 4 0 6 % 2B 2% 
76 209 0 4 2 
BSR OG its 23-721 
6 4 0022 @ 2 
0 1 0 14 10 59 2 
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GNJIDIC 
DOUBLE GIVES 
INTER GRAND 

FINAL SPOT 


GREEN GULLY 0 
BULLEEN 2 


Green Gully Cavaliers 2-0 in a very exciting contest at Knights 
‘Staduim on Sunday. 

Green Gully had enough opportunties to find themselves the scoresheet but 
unlucky finishing and great goalkeeping by Sean Keogh kept the Cavaliers 
scoreless. 

Gully striker Daniel Genovesi came close to opening the scoring after only five 
minutes when his long range effort struck the crossbar, 

Bulleen’s hero Danny Gnjidic surprised everyone when his shot on the turn 
tested goalkeeper Chris Vella in the 8th minute, 

In the 16th Inter’s athletic striker Eric Hollingsworth’s attempted cross struck 
the woodwork. 

‘The contest was flying either way and Gully’s Robert Markovac let fly with a 
powerful strike which went wide. 

‘The opening goal arrived in the 37th when a Frank Valentic cross found 
Gnjidic who with a first time shot beat Vella in the Gully goal. 

Green Gully defender Levent Osman should have levelled the ledger three 
minutes into the second stanza but could not get his head to the ball. 

Hollingsworth’s effort from close range in the 51st minute went narrowly over 
the crossbar. In the 74th minute Gully’s Ante Kovacevic shaved the post after 
Zlatko Doney set the midfielder up. 

Zdravko Atanasovski and Hollingsworth combined to set up their top 
marksman Gnjidic who's shot took a deflection and beat Vella in the 80th minute. 

Bulleen coach Gary 
Cole was a happy man 
after the game saying 
“this is the best game 
we have played all 
season”. 

Cole went onto say 
“take nothing away 
from Green Gully they 
are a very good team”. 

Cole's counterpart 
Andrew Marth said “I 
thought we played 
better than Bulleen”, 
referring to all the 
missed chances. 

“We could not put 
the ball in the back of 
the net that was the 
story of the game”. 

Marth ended by 
saying Green Gully is 
the best Premier 
Leauge club in the 
competition. 


Be: Inter Kings marched into the Prelimanary final after downing 


Andrew Marth ... “l though we played better 
than Bulleen.” 
Pic. by Roy Hay 
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KEWELL 
HARRY KARI’S 
THE MAN! 


ST ALBANS 1 
ALTONA 0 


By Dwyght Tufnell 


Grand Final with a hard fought 1-0 win over Altona Magic on 
Sunday. 

Saints top scorer Harry Karl was the hero again, bagging the all important 
goal a minute before half time. They had to survive a barrage from the Magic 
in the second half who missed a 67th minute penalty when the normally 
reliable Sash Becvinovski had his kick superbly saved by Marjan Vunderl. 

St Albans’ plan was simple. Get a goal and then sit back and soak up the 
pressure. 

“We've been working on that for two weeks,” said victorious coach Vlado 
Vanis, “We just needed to get the first goal and we thought everything else 
would be alright.” 

Karl tested Magic ‘keeper Darren McGrath early on with a shot out of 
nothing from outside the penalty area. 

Henry Velkovski came closest for Altona ina tight first half, when he shot 
over the bar from close range after being set up by Becvinovski. 

‘The Saints got their goal in the 44th minute although their was a touch of 
controversy about it. Kon Sianidis was played through, but looked 
suspiciously close to being offside. Karl was free in the centre and Sianidis 
squared the ball for him to slip the ball past McGrath. 

Becvinovski had been kept reasonably quiet in the first half but found 
himself with a free header in the 55th minute but could only head into the 
ground and over the bar with the sun shining right in his eyes. 

Altona by now were camped in the Saints defence. 

Simon Micevski headed over the bar and Zoran Petrevski was denied by a 
good save by Vunderl. The Magic won a penalty in the 67th minute when 
Saints defender Joe Cuze fouled Dean Fak at a corner kick. 

But Vunderl pulled off a fantastic diving save to his left to keep out 
Becvinovski's effort. 

“I changed my mind,” said Becvinoyski, “I don’t know why I went to the 
“keeper's left, I usually go straight down the middle or to his right.” 

‘Altona never really recovered from the missed penalty and St Albans had 
a good chance to increase their lead but Karl's shot was stopped well by 
McGrath. 

They also had defender Robert Runje sent off in the 81st minute after he 
was booked for a second time by referee Carlo Graser. 

Magic coach Ian Dobson said he thought the team would have won if the 
penalty had been converted. 

He said the performances of the Magic’s two young players, Daniel 
Vasilevski and Zoran Petreyski was encouraging and that the team is still 
capable of winning the championship. 

“The boys are down, but not too down,” Dobson said. 

If Altona are to win it from here, they would have done exceptionally 
well. 

Runje will be suspended for this week’s clash and they will also have to 
do without Becvinovski who leaves today for a trial in Belgium. 


S: Albans Saints made it through to their first Premier League 


Cavaliers: Vella, Dimitrelos, Osman, Kovacevic, Markoyac, Papadopoulos, 
Brown, Didulica (Neceski $9), Mangos, Donev, Genovesi = 

Kings: Keogh, Valentic, Stojceyski, Delia Rocca, Mazeini, Atanasovski_ 
Collina 89), Waddell, Gnjidic, Sherifoyski, Grbac, Hollingsworth, = 


Scorers: King Gnijidic (31,80) 


F Ghia Vander Magdie (UKoce 90), S Rados, Caze, Razov,Silic, Colin, 
Kinichian (Raspudie 86), Ker, Sinids, Vukadin. : 


“Magic: McGrath, Vasilevski, Tasewski (Georgopoulos 54), Runje, Micev 
usmir, Beovinoysi, Velkovski, Perevskl 


Soccer 


HARRY|| 


Western Suburbs v Ringwood City 
Northcote City v Springvale City 


Broadmeadows City v East Richmond 
Regent Bulla v Maroondah Arrows 
Old Scotch Waverley v Oakleigh 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 


DIV 1 ROUND 21 RESULTS 
Springvale City 3 Ringwood City 1 
Melton Reds 0 Wester Suburbs 12 
Northcote City 4 North Geelong Warriors 4 
Kingston City 2 Richmond 0 
Werribee City 3. Doncaster Rovers 0 
Westgate 1 Altona East 4 
Westvale 3. Lalor United 1 

PWODLF A Pts 
Westvale: 7 Nas Ua a Lea fig ee 
Altona East 21 15 3 3 62 23 48 
Western Suburbs 21:15 1 5S 64 24 46 
Kingston City 21 13 2 6 44 18 38 
Werribee City 21 10 4 «7 43 31 34 
North Geelong Warriors 21 8 6 7 40 33 30 
Richmond 21 4 9 34 35 28 
Northcote City 218 4 9 40 54 28 
Doncaster Rovers 21 8 2 11 39 42 26 
Springvale City 217 5 9 38 43 26 
Westgate 2 4 7 9 36 40 19 
Lalor United. 213° «5 13:32 54 14 
Ringwood City 2 4 2 1425 52 14 
Melton Reds 21.0 2 19 14 126 -1 
ROUND 22 FIXTURES 
Saturday August 15 
North Geelong Warriors v Westvale 
Lalor United v Westgate 
Altona East y Werribee City 
Doncaster Rovers v Kingston City 
Richmond v Melton Reds 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 2 ROUND 21 RESULTS 
Frankston Strikers 3 Melbourne City 2 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 2 Knox City 1 
Altona City 2 Mooroolbark 1 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 1 Old Scotch Waverley 0. 
Oakleigh 4 Maroondah Arrows 1 
East Richmond 2 Regent Bulla 0 
Cranbourne 2 Broadmeadows City 0 

PWODLF A Pts 
Oakleigh 21.17 2 2 69 18.53 
Melbourne City 21 13 5 3 42 20 44 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 21.12 3 6 36 24.39 
Frankston Strikers 21:10 2 9 46 32 32 
Old Scotch Waverley 21 10 2 9 39 32 32 
Cranbourne 21 10 2 9 37 38 32 
East Richmond 218 7 6 19 21 31 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 21 9 2 10 28 37 29 
Altona City i 2 7 3330: 28 
Knox City 2 7 59°35 29 26 
Maroondah Arrows. 21 6 5 10 24 30 23 
Regent Bulla 2 Te 212 2851-23 
Broadmeadows City Die spss 25e'S 114 
Mooroolbark Dae sa1616) 58-9; 
ROUND 22 FIXTURES 
Saturday August 15 
Altona City y Cranbourne 


Essendon Bruns, Royals v Yarraville/Glen Eira 


Knox City v Frankston Strikers 
Mooroolbark v Melbourne City 


PASCOE VALE 


|SporTSceNe 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 05 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SporTSCENE 


AUGUST 11 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 


DIV 3 ROUND 21 RESULTS 
Frankston Pines 5 South Werribee 0 
Pascoe Vale 1 Stonnington City 2 
Fitzroy City 3. Geelong 8 
Chelsea 1 Banyule City 3 
Bell Park 1 Keysborough 0 
Diamond Valley United 1 NorthCoburg United 1 
South Springvale 1 Keilor Park 2 

PWODtULF A Pts 
Geelong 21 17 3 1 65 19 54 
Stonnington City 2) 15 3 3 45 24 48 
Diamond Valley United 21 14 5 2 52 21 47 
Frankston Pines 21:12 4 5 59 29 40 
South Springvale OES) 7 Bz azars2 
Keilor Park ioe (3: (SaaSedanso 
North Coburg United 2 6 6 9 26 30 24 
Pascoe Vale 21 7 2 12 32 45 23 
Banyule City 20 6 4 10 32 34 2 
Bell Park 21 7 3.11930 42 21 
Chelsea 21 6 1 14 29 58 19 
South Werribee 21 6 2 13 31 68 17 
Fitzroy City 20 4 4 12 23 39 16 
Keysborough 2y 76 3 1427-50 Us 

ROUND 22 FIXTURES 
Saturday August 15 


*Fitzroy City v South Springvale 
Keilor Park y Diamond Valley United 
North Coburg United y Bell Park 
Keysborough v Chelsea 
Banyule City v Pascoe Vale 
Stonnington City v Frankston Pines 
Geelong v South Werribee 
(*-Fitzroy City to play their remaining home games at 
Serbian Sports Centre, Keysborough) 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 4 ROUND 21 RESULTS 
South Caulfield 0 Clifton Hill United 1 
Sunbury United 1 Moreland City 3 
Seaford United 1 Corio 1 
Williamstown 0 Western Eagles 1 
Geelong Rangers 1 Nunawading City 2 
South Wantima 2 Melton 1 
Sandringham City 4° Langwarrin 2 
PWODLF A Pts 
Moreland City 21:17 2 2 66 26 53 
South Wantirna 21 14 4 3 53 18 46 
Seaford United 21.12 6 3 49 27 42 
Langwarrin 21:12 4 5 $1 32 40 
Williamstown Dil? 3-6 1360 23009) 
Sandringham City 2 10 5 6 55 39 35 
Corio 21 8 6 7 38 31 30 
‘Sunbury United 21,18. «5 835730129) 
Geelong Rangers 20 9 1 10 30 35 28 
Western Eagles Zh 6 7 $8232" 3705 
Melton 2he5, 2 14°39 “S517 
Clifton Hill United 20 5 1 1423 63 16 
Nunawading City 24 1 1625.6 13 
South Caulfield 2 0 1 20:15 68 1 
ROUND 22 FIXTURES 
Saturday August 15 
Seaford United v Sandringham City 
Langwarrin v South Wantirna 
Melton v Geelong Rangers 
Nunawading City v Williamstown 
Western Eagles v Sunbury United 


JOHN'S 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Moreland City v South Caulfield 


Corio y Clifton Hill United 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 1 
ROUND 21 RESULTS 


Croxton Park Lalor (result not received) 
North Sunshine Eagles 0 Springvale Condors 1 
Monbulk 1 Templestowe Eagles 4 
Brandon Park 0 Riversdale 1 
Lyndale United 4 Endeavour United 3 
Mitcham Unite d 2 Glenroy 1 


TABLE - Lyndale United 37, Croxton Park 35, Lalor 29, 
Endeavour United 28, Templestowe Eagles 25, North 
Sunshine Eagles 24, Riversdale 24, Monbulk 23, 
Springvale Condors 23, Mitcham United 20, Glenroy 13, 
Brandon Park 5. 


ROUND 22 FIXTURES 
Saturday August 15 


Glenroy v Lyndale United 
Endeavour United y Brandon Park 
Riversdale y Monbulk 
Templestowe Eagles v North Sunshine Eagles 
Springvale Condors v Croxton Park 
Mitcham United - bye’ 


Lalor - bye 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 2 
STH/EAST ROUND 17 RESULTS 
Morwell Pegasus. 2 Dingley City 0 
Dandenong 4 Braeside United 1 
Berwick City 0 Newborough/Yalloum 2 
Monash University 1 Ashburton 1 
Waverley Wanderers 0 Doveton 3 
Old Camberwell Gram. 2 Noble Park 4 


TABLE - Morwell Pegasus 41, Dandenong 37, 
Waverley Wanderers 34, Doveton 33, 
Newborough/Yallourn 29, Noble Park 23, Dingley 
City 22, Monash University 20, Braeside United 14, 
Ashburton 12, Berwick City 5, Old Camberwell 
Gram. 4. 


ROUND 18 FIXTURES 
Saturday August 15 


Newborough/Yallourn y Old Camberwell Gram. 
Noble Park v Doveton 


Victorian Soccer ‘ 


Waverley Wanderers v Monash University 
Ashburton v Dandenong 
Braeside United v Dingley City 
Berwick City v Morwell Pegasus 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 2 
NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 17 RESULTS 


Keon Park 

Elwood City 

Uni. of Melbourne 

La Trobe University 
Broadmeadows United 
Brunswick City 


Melbourne University 0 
Meadow Park z 
South Yarra 0 
Ballarat 1 
Hoppers Crossing 3 
Sydenham Park 1 


Ses eis 


TABLE - Brunswick City 38, Sydenham Park 37, 
Broadmeadows United 27, Keon Park 24, South Yarra 
. of Melbourne 22, Elwood City 22, Melbourne 
sity 22, Hoppers Crossing 22, Ballarat 21, 
Meadow Park 11, La Trobe University 11. 


ROUND 18 FIXTURES 
Saturday August 15 


South Yarra v Sydenham Park 
Brunswick City v Hoppers Crossing 
La Trobe University v Broadmeadows United 
Ballarat y Meadow Park 
Elwood City v Melbourne University 
Uni. of Melbourne v Keon Park 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 3 


STH/EAST/CENTRAL 

ROUND 17 RESULTS 
Flemington Falcons 0 Ivanhoe United 3 
Clayton 3 Noble Park United 1 
Dandenong Inter 7 Thornbury United 0 
Heatherton United 3 North Caulfield 1 
Parkmore 1 Collingwood City 5 
Endeavour Hills 0 Caulfield United 2 


TABLE - Dandenong Inter 41, Clayton 37, Heatherton 
United 37, Noble Park United 32, Caulfield United 29, 
Ivanhoe United 21, Endeavour Hills 20, North Caulfield 
19, Collingwood City 18, Flemington Falcons 18, 
Thombury United 10, Parkmore 3. 


ROUND 18 FIXTURES 
Sunday August 16 


Dandenong Inter v Endeavour Hills 
Caulfield United v Parkmore 
Collingwood City vy Heatherton United 
North Caulfield v Clayton 


Noble Park United v Flemington Falcons 
Thombury United v Ivanhoe United 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 3 


NTH/WEST ROUND 17 RESULTS 
Brimbank 6 West Preston 3 
Somerton City 1 Whittlesea United 0 
Watsonia Heights 1 Keilor United 3 
Northern United 0 Mill Park 1 
North Glenroy 1 Darebin United 0 
North Reservoir bye 


TABLE - Mill Park 35, Somerton City 32, Darebin 
United 25, North Glenroy 23, Keilor United 20, North 
Reservoir 19, Brimbank 19, Northern United 19, West 
Preston 16, Watsonia Heights 11, Whittlesea United 11. 


ROUND 18 FIXTURES 
Sunday August 16 


Watsonia Heights v North Glenroy 
Darebin United v North Reservoir 
Mill Park v Somerton City 
Whittlesea United v Brimbank 
Keilor United v West Preston 
Northern United - bye 


“fealthy Diet — “fry Te" 


PREMIER LEAGUE FINALS 


WEEK TWO RESULTS 


Minor Semi Final 


Green Gully Cavaliers 0 - Bulleen Inter Kings 2 (Gnjidic 537,80) 


Major Semi Final 
St Albans Saints 1 (Karl 44) - Altona Magic 0 


WEEK THREE FIXTURE 


Preliminary Final 


Bulleen Inter Kings v Altona Magic — Knights Stadium — kick off 5.00pm 
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WOMEN’S WORLD CUP QU/ 


AUGUST 11 


RONALDO’S ROAD 


TO REDEMPTION 


With the World Cup over for some time now, we have 
all had time to digest the tournament as a whole, and, in 
particular the bizarre behaviour of the Brazilians on the 
eve of their biggest game since winning the World Cup 
in 1994, As we know, it was stagefright of the worst 
kind, ABSW contributing writer Daniel Espinoza runs 
the rule over the Brazilians and sees a bright future for 
the supernova that was Ronaldo and the Samba Soccer 


of Brazil. 


uly 12th, 1998 should have witnessed the 

coronation of Brazilian goalscoring ace 

Ronaldo Luis Nazario Da Lima as the 

King of football of the late 90’s, Instead it 

saw'the crowning culmination of France’s 

long odyssey in the World Cup 
championships, The great Ronaldo, for his part, was 
relegated to the role of mere commoner to two goal 
hero Zinedine Zidane. 

The events leading up to the 3-0 dethroning of the 
reigning Champions, and their less than regal display, 
remain murky. As it wete, the Scratch resembled a 
band of imposters with their No 9 mainly anonymous, 
‘What were the causes? There are more suspects than at 
‘a masquerade, .all relating to the twenty-one year old, 

No doubt, he did suffer from a complaint serious 
enough to warrant @ hospital check-up. Conyulsion, 
stress-induced ailments, an epileptic fit and various parts 
of his anatomy have been regulars in the police’s line 
up. Revealingly, the patient himself has hinted at how 
nearly he campe to grief. 

Love too was among the accused; he was said to be 
forever pining for his sweetheart, actor-model Susana 
Werner, keeping the fires burning via the unromantic 
medium of the Internet in his hotel room. Oh to be 
young again! Cynics might sneer but being 
concentrated for so long can drive anyone nuts...even 
with the most glittering of prizes in sight! 

More plausibly, the Internazionale marksman cracked 
at the worst possible moment. Likely, he had never 
encountered such high stakes, Being the principal 
trustee of the hopes of 160 million of his compatriots 
would sit uneasily on any set of shoulders. A mercenary 
in Setie A is but a gun for hire; however when wearing 
his country’s colours... 

From a typically modest background, the Inter star 
understood that success over Les Bleus would send the 
humble folk back home into ecstasy and sustain them 
for four years. Why! Even the abysmal chasm 
between the obscene rich and the rest, or the evils of 
social injustice and corruption could then be borne in 


resignation.,.as might the lack of electricity insome f-~ 


favelas. An upset was too dreadful a scenario to 
ponder. 

Ronaldo and pressure have been inseparable 
ever since he rose to the top-of the heap to earn 
himself a contract with Sao Cristovao. But the 
relentless pace of the past two seasons has 
undeniably taken its toll; he is, of course, expected to 
justify his millionaire valuation at every match, to.tum 
back the tide of adversity almost single-handedly, 


Hi irst European port of call were giants PSV 
‘indhoven in the comparatively sedate Dutch 
scene. He left in pursuit of tougher challenges with 
Barcelona F C. In that cauldron every single tidbit of 
gossip about Barca is devoured by the Catalan press 
hounds. A true masochist, he subsequently became 
ready fodder for the intrusive media hacks in the 
peninsula. 

Carpers might scoff that the past two campaigns, 
‘aden with peseta and lira, should have prepared him for 
the unique World Cup tensions. Not so. Throughout the 
five-week extravaganza, Brazil and Ronaldo dazzled in 
patches, Shrewd observers had noticed gaps in the 


protective screen around the blonde custodian Claudio 
‘Taffarel, and that new hunting partner Bebeto had been 
diminished by age. 

Depending on the source, Ronaldo was troubled by 
knee and ankle problems and injections were used. Yet 
he still managed to find the net four times in earlier 
rounds. However in the Final the fairytale was to meet 
with an unhappy ending: a puzzled Ronaldo wandered 
‘about the grand ball in a trance, hardly bothering to fight 
for possession, 

‘The sky was pregnant with dire portents when it was 
learnt that the squad’s talisman was ill hours before 
kick-off. Inone fell swoop, the news created a crisis of 
confidence among battle-scarred 
veterans; panic spread 
through the 
dressing ee 
room 


like 

The Black 

Death. This is 

the danger of unduly 

relying on an individual, albeit 


majestic, 

‘The mood of impending doom meant that, incredibly, 
the right of warming up in the arena, was waived. The 
attendant bonus of soaking up the atmosphere, essential 
in order to get focused, ‘was thus spurned. Unsurprising 
given the rumours of undignified rows in the camp, with 
the red mist clouding normally temperate minds. 


According to the unconfirmed accounts, chaos 
reigned as the members of the “Selecao” turned on their 
bespectacled mentor, Mario Lobo Zagallo in a 
impromptu revolt when it seemed the baby-faced 
assassin was out. In a bid to calm tempers, Ronaldo, 
against both his and his venerable boss’ better 
judgement and counter to medical textbooks, agreed to 
start to stop the drama. 

With the threat of strike hanging in the air the old fox 
ruled on not sparing the hosts the predatory instincts of 
the shaved one. The cue perhaps for his mooted 
replacement, Edmundo, to begin rattling his cage. As 
his nickname “The Animal” implies, the Fiorentina 

forward is scarcely a placid choir 
bo} 


ys 
errs Until the truth 


a eae comes out, 
3 the 


incidents in 

their sanctuary 

and Ronaldo’s real 

condition might spawn 

conspiracy theories to rival “Who shot JFK?” 

Did Brazil sell out in order to be granted the 2002 World 

Cup or was he poisoned? Surely the first notion is pure 

heresy as it puts a nation with a proud, rich soccer 

history on trial; the second belongs in an Agatha 
‘Christie whodunit. 

In the ensuing recriminations, the squad could 


wrongly be accused of using Ronaldo's scare as a 
scapegoat, For they were shellshocked soldiers with 
low morale, barely able fo put up more than a token 
resistance in the first half. They capitulated to a more. 
committed and hungrier Gallic side fuelled by a sense 
of destiny, 

Besides their virtuosity, their concentration too went 
AWOL. Carlos Dunga-skippered troops were caught 
out by two comers which Zidane gratefully guided into 
the net with his head. Infantile errors that would 
expose a Sunday pub team to ridicule, let alone at the 
highest level of the game, 

France ‘98 was to be the tournament in which Brazil 
would triumphantly go back to their roots, after they 
had efficiently but dully - by their own lofty standards - 
ended their 24 year drought in USA ‘94. A case of 
mission accomplished...although Carlos Alberto 
Parreira men were far from inspired! The merit of the 
exploit was thus lessened by the manner in which it 
was achieved. 

‘The hard-to-please traditionalists, the entire country, 
would always rather their representatives prevail with 
style rather than eke out a result by outmuscling their 
foes and opting for unadventurous tactics. In the 
debacle Brazil might have lost more than their throne 
to France; they might haye also relinquished their 
mantle as master entertainers to the current Dutch 
formation, This was an unexpected twist. 

‘The latest instalment of the World Cup saga, set at 
the birthplace of its main instigator early this century, 
Monsieur Jules Rimet, was to see the South Americans 
at their spine-tingling best. Why! Zico from the 
unlucky troupe of artists of Spain ‘82 - others being the 
good Doctor Socrates, Faleao and Eder - had been 
brought in to assist Zagallo, 

And bucktoothed Ronaldo seemed set to dominate 
the sport’s premier carnival as Pele had in Mexico ‘70, 
as both the artificer of sorcery, and the taker and 
creator of sumptuous chances. Or as Diego Armando 
Maradona, the icon with the rather obvious feet of clay, 

had cast his spell over Mexico ‘86. 

Ronaldo himself had stated his earnest wish to 
surpass Morocco-born Frenchman Just Fontaine’ record 
of 13 conquests in Sweden ‘58. However something 
happened on the toad to Nirvana, Romario, The Enfant 
Terrible of Brazilian football, never one of Zagallo’s 
fayourites was, conveniently perhaps, discarded due to a 
stubborn calf injury. 

Further evidence that the best-laid plans of mice and 
men can be dashed when the icy cold finger of Fate 
decides to run amok, And that even odds-on favourites 
can fall victims to its caprices. This shock result 
plunged the fanatical land into depression. On a 
personal level, it introduced humble pie to the grey- 
haired supremo’s diet. 

Brazil being Brazil, Aime Jacquet’s pupils were 
assigned bit parts for the gala night. Besides, the 
Canarinhos had Zagallo in charge, the gaffer known as 
“The Little Ant”, in his active days, for his prodigious 
workrate. The one thread running back to the days of 
wine and roses of Sweden ‘58, Chile ‘62 and Mexico 
“70. The sport has a knack of confounding predictions. 

Therein lies much of its charm, 


jere to now for this would-be monarch? He 

will put his disappointment behind, glad that 

he survived his ordeal, ‘The learning experience will 

goon: accepting that the whole world seems to want 

piece of him, and continuing to pit his wits against 

the sneaky and accomplished Calcio jailers. And 

more milestones await the player dubbed “The 
Phenomenon” by the Italians. 

How could it be otherwise for the hitman with the 
nerves of steel who delays pulling the trigger until he 
can see the fearful goalkeepers’ whites in their terrified 
eyes, An executioner who displays little emotion and 
less mercy in a one-on-one showdown with a guardian. 
‘And who, like a freshly paroled felon in a brothel, has 
only one thing in mind when bearing down on the three 
sticks. 

Nothing is certain in life, only uncertainty itself. But 
it is a fair bet that the next global carnival will see a 
reinvis Ronaldo, Fallen angel Maradona bowed 
out of Spain ‘82 in disgrace after being expelled for 
deliberate kicking; he found redemption in Mexico ‘86, 
producing a masterpiece against England. Likewise, “I 
Fenomeno” might well dominate the new Millennium’s 
first World Cup. 
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SWAZILAND 
LOSE AGAIN 


ihlangu, the Swaziland national team, left 

their supporters frustrated yet again last 

weekend, going down to a 2-1 home defeat by 

Madagascar in a Nations Cup preliminary 
qualifying match at the Trade Fair ground in 
Manzini, 

The national side of the tiny southern African nation 
never miss an opportunity to disappoint their fans. After 
this defeat, some swore never to watch them play again, 
while others maintained loyalty, vowing to stand by the 
teum irrespective of failure or success. 

Some wrath was reserved for the officials as well. 
The three Mozambican match officials had to be 
escorted from the pitch after local supporters were 
angered by the winning goal midway through the second 
half, Fabrice Mosa appeared to handle the ball before 
outpacing Cosmo Mavuso and firing past Sipho Dube. 

Madagascar opened the scoring after 22 
minutes, courtesy of an Etienne 
Rosoangivo header from a corner. 
Mfanzile Dlamini claimed the equaliser 
six minutes later, 

Most soccer officials admit that 
Swaziland have little chance of 
overturning the deficit in the second leg, 
due to be played in Antananarivo on 
August 2 

Despite being on the wrong end of the 
majority of results, administrators are of 
the opinion that Swaziland must continue 
participating in international tournaments, 
‘Their solution is to blend younger players 
from the under 19 and under 23 sides with 
the current squad. 

While the majority of the nation seem 
to have conceded defeat in the tie, national 
captain Jerry Gamedze maintains the team 
is still in with a chance of making it into the group 
phase. 

He said the players are determined to put pressure on 
Madagascar and that Swaziland still have an opportunity 
to qualify, 

Gamedze urged the nation not to lose faith in the 


TOBACCO CUP 
IN TROUBLE 


he South African Premier Soceer League 
(PSL) have every reason to be concerned 
about the success of the Rothmans Cup, a 
prestigious cup competition due to kick off 
at the end of this month. 
_ The government seems likely to pass a bill which 
‘would deal harshly with the promotion and advertising 
of tobacco products. If passed, the bill will ban tobacco 
advertising on non-tobacco goods. This means that 
tobacco companies would receive no exposure for 
money pumped into sport. 

PSL chief executive Trevor Phillips was very 
concerned about the new bill, claiming it could cost the 
league millions in sponsorships. 

However, he said that the league had not been 
informed by government of the phasing-out procedure 
and they would continue with their plans until such 
notice, 

The PSL struck a deal with Rothmans for the 
sponsorship of this $300 000 competition which started 
last season. While it brings excitement and quality 
football to the South African public, the tournament 
could struggle to survive if sponsorship is withdrawn. 

The competition features the top 14 teams in the 
premier league as well as Santos and Seven Stars, who 
came through the qualifying phase. Soccer fans are in 
for some inspired cup action which sees two of the top 
teams in tough opening matches away from home. 

Holders Kaizer Chiefs were handed a testing first 
round match at the draw in Johannesburg last week. 


squad and pleaded for support despite facing an uphill 
battle in the return, 

His confidence may be inspired by the fact that 17- 
year-old whizzkid Sibusiso Dlamini has been drafted 
into the squad. Dlamini’s inclusion was confirmed by 
head coach Francis Banda after a recommendation from 
German advisor Werner Bickelhaupt, who was 
impressed by the scoring prowess of the young player. 
Dlamini has declared himself ready for his senior debut. 

A survey of past players and coaches revealed that | 
there are several issues which must be addressed before 
Sihlangu can become more competitive. The rotation of 
coaches on a regular basis must give way to consistency 
So that a team can be moulded. 

Proper planning also needs to be carried out. The 
team must assemble well before matches to assist 
preparation and to ensure that the players become more 


used to playing together and are able to develop a 
system of play. 

Only in this way will Sihlangu manage to discard the 
reputation for being the whipping boys of the continent, 


They meet QwaQwa Stars over two legs, starting on the | 
weekend of August 29-30. Chiefs, who beat Mamelodi 
Sundowns in the final replay last December, will travel 
to Phuthaditjaba for the first leg. 

Sundowns also drew difficult opposition in Cape 
Town club Hellenic. The Brazilians “ as Sundowns are 
known - are at home in the first leg and then travel south 
for the return match on the weekend of September 12- 
13. 

Orlando Pirates, who are still struggling to lift a 
trophy, will try their luck against Bloemfontein Celtic in 
the Free State. The sudden resignation of Nigerian coach 
Shaibu Amodu could prove a problem for Pirates in this 
crucial encounter. 

In other opening games, Manning Rangers play Vaal 
Professionals, while SuperSport United will attempt to 
tame Bush Bucks. Santos will be up against Jomo 
Cosmos and Moroka Swallows will battle it out with 
Wits. Cape Town Spurs take on Seven Stars in a local 
derby. 

This year the Rothmans Cup final will be decided by 
just one match, after officials eliminated the replay. The 
‘outcome of the trophy on November 28 will be decided 
via a penalty shootout if there is no winner after extra- 
time. 

Andrew Dipela, a PSL spokesperson, said venues will 
be announced shortly before the cup commences due to 
the ongoing battle between the league and city councils 
regarding the use of soccer stadiums. 


NATIONS 
UP REVIEW 


he first leg matches in preliminary 

qualifying for the 2000 African Nations Cup 

provided little joy for the underdogs. In a 

round of few surprises, only Benin managed 
to strike a blow for the minnows. 

‘Two first half goals from Omar Tchomago helped the 
small west African country to a 2-1 win over Angola in 
Cotonou. However, the away goal from Angolan striker 
Chichangala could prove vital when the countries meet 
for the second leg in Luanda on August 16. 

Liberia, with both George Weah and James Debbah 
in the lineup, also secured a crucial away goal while 
going down 2-1 to Niger in Niamey. Musa Massa 
scored the goal which should see Liberia progress after 
the second leg in Monrovia. In Bujumbura, Burundi 
defeated Tanzania by a single Jean-Marie Mbuyi goal. 

‘There were disappointing debuts for both Djibouti 
and Sao Tome e Principe. 

Djibouti lost 3-0 to Kenya in only their second 
official international since the Red Sea state joined 
FIFA four years ago. It was the first international in 11 
years for Sao Tome, an island nation off the west 


| ‘African coast. Togo disposed of them 4-0, the match 


SUND 
CHANGE 


outh African league and cup champions, 
Mamelodi lowns, have shifted their venue 
and offices to Loftus Versfeld Stadium in the 
Pretoria city centre, 

The move is a strange one in that it seems to nullify 
the commitment by Sundowns to take football to the 
disadvantaged communities in the townships. 
Nevertheless, Sundowns spokesperson Alex Shakoane 
believes that moving to the city centre is in the best 
interest of the club and its supporters. 

Shakoane said in an interview that the stadium, 
which is mostly used for rugby purposes by the Blue 
Bulls, has the best facilities to cater for the club. 

He claimed that the stadium is central and most of 
their supporters should have easy access to transport, 
‘The stadium is close to the University of Pretoria and 
Shakoane said this would assist the club as they plan to 
forge links with the university in an effort to develop a 
training academy. 


played in neutral Gabon due to the lack of a stadium in 
Sao Tome. 

In Bamako, Mali defeated the Cape Verde Islands 
3-0 while Equatorial Guinea were beaten on home soil, 
going down 2-0 to Gabon. Uganda's prodigal son, 
Magidi Musisi, returned to international football for the 
first time in two years to score a hat-trick in the 5-0 
defeat of Rwanda at the Nakivubo stadium. 

Namibia will have their backs to the wall when they 
meet Malawi in the second leg of their tie in Blantyre. 
Despite scoring a 2-1 win in Windhoek, they allowed 
Cedric Nakhumwa to poach a potentially decisive away 

oa. 

Chad and the Congo are locked at 1-1, while 
Botswana and Mozambique played out an uninspiring 
goalless draw. Mauritius held Lesotho 1-1, scoring after 
just three minutes through Chundasamy, Seema 
equalised for Lesotho from the penalty spot midway 
through the first half, 

‘The majority of second leg matches take place in two 
weeks time, after which the composition of the final 
qualifying groups will be known, 


Sundowns last played at Loftus three years ago in a 
friendly against English club Leeds United. They have 
had problems in securing the venue as a result of 
complaints from the surrounding community, 

While using Odi Stadium, Sundowns occasionally 
played minor league matches at the HM Pitje arena, but 
sluggish renovations and poor facilities forced the club 
to move out. 

On the commitment to take football to the 
disadvantaged, Shakoane did not mince his words when 
he stated that for soccer to remain in the townships, the 
South African Football Association (SAFA), the 
premier league and the government need to take drastic 
action regarding the renovation of stadiums, 

‘The Mamelodi side have signed a one year contract 
with the Blue Bulls with an option to renew at the end 
of the term, Sundowns were due to play their first game 
at the home of the Bulls on the weekend in a Pretoria 
derby against SuperSport United. 


AFRICA ROUNDUP 


outh African player Clifford Moleko was 
killed in a motor accident outside 
Johannesburg last week. Moleko played for 
Orlando Pirates for three years and was 
transferred to Seven Stars last month, He was on his 
way to Johannesburg International Airport to return 
to Cape Town when the accident occurred. Moleko 


| played one international for South Africa. 


South African international defender Mark Fish has 
opted to stay with English first division club Bolton 
Wanderers in a bid to help them regain premier league 
status. Fish has turned down a number of lucrative 
offers from other European clubs, preferring to stay 
with relegated Bolton, 

Meanwhile, another South African international, 
midfielder Eric Tinkler, is back in training with 
Barnsley, also relegated to the English first division last 
season. Tinkler missed the World Cup due to a 
hamstring injury and underwent a successful operation 
in the off-season. 

A Nigerian soccer official said on Wednesday that 
five Dutch coaches have been shortlisted for the 
national coaching job. Henk Ten Cate, Wim Jansen, 
This Libregts, Aad de Mos and Wim Rijsbergen were 
mentioned. The Nigerian coaching job has been vacant 
since the World Cup when the contract of Bora 


| Milutinovic terminated with Nigeria's second round 


defeat by Denmark. 

French coach Philippe Troussier is favourite to 
become Japan's national coach, The Football 
Association of Japan has almost reached an agreement 
with Troussier, 44, and is expected to make a final 
decision at the next meeting of the board of directors in 
September. Known as the White Magician, Troussier 
worked with national teams and clubs in South Africa, 
Ivory Coast, Morocco, Nigeria and Burkina Faso. 

The first round of matches in the South African 
premier league brought little joy to the supposed 
contenders. Title hopefuls Kaizer Chiefs and Orlando 
Pirates both made unimpressive starts to the new season, 
Chiefs secured a lacklustre 1-0 win over Dynamos, 
while Pirates needed a last minute equaliser to level the 
score against Vaal Professionals. Mamelodi Sundowns 
came back down to earth after the euphoria of clinching 
last season's league and cup double when they were 
held to a 1-1 draw by Cape Town Spurs. 

Africa Sports has won the 35th edition of the national 
soccer cup of Coted’ Ivoire, beating Stade of Abidjan 
Club 3-0 in the final match at Abidjan’s Felix 
Houphouet- Boigny National Stadium. The three goals 
were scored in the first 10 minutes of extra time after a 
goalless draw in 90 minutes. 

Africa Sports will represent Cote d'Ivoire in the 
African Cup Winners Cup. 
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ASIA MONTHLY JUBILO JUBILANT 
AWARDS 


he Asia Soccer Confederation recently 

announced its monthly awards for June, 

Iran’s impressive performance at the World 

Cup were instrumental in gaining it both the 
team and the coach of the month awards, 

As Asia’s World Cup exploits form the basis for the 
June awards, it comes as no surprise that the national 
team of Iran have been named Diadora Team of the 
Month, 

Iran were the continent's only winners in France 
when they defeated the United States of America 2-1 in 
an over-hyped match in Lyon thanks to goals from 
Hamid Reza Estili and Asian Young Player of the Year, 
Mendi Mahdavikia, 

‘The win was not only Asia’s first of the tournament 
but it was Iran’s first ever in the World Cup finals having 
gone through their previous appearance, in Argentina in 
1978, without a single win. 

Much of Iran's success was credited to new coach 
Jalal Talebi, who wins the Motorola Coach of the Month 
award, 

Talebi, who was formerly the coach of Geylang 
United in Singapore where he won the inaugural 
S.League championship, was appointed just weeks 
before the World Cup finals after a string of poor warm 
up results saw Tomislav Ivic sacked, 

Despite initial doubts about whether the 53-year-old 
was experienced enough to handle the pressure of a 
World Cup finals, the Iranians proved under his leader- 
ship that they area nation that is continuing to grow as 
an Asian football force. 

The Sanyo Player of the Month, meanwhile, goes to 
Japan Naoki Soma after his performances in the World 
Cup. 

Although team-mate Hidetoshi Nakata received most 
of the media attention, it was Soma who had many 
observers impressed by the quality of his play. 

The 27-year-old Kashima Antlers star, who plays on 
the left side of Japan's midfield, was in inspired form as 
Japan appeared at their first ever World Cup finals. It 
was Soma’s penetrating runs and pin-point crossing that 


20% 


ingapore has announced a salary cut of 20 per- 

cent across-the-board for its professional soccer 

Teague players, coaches and administrative staff 
because of Asia’s debilitating financial crisis, 

‘The pay cut decision was made at a meeting of chair- 
men of the 11 Singapore League or S-league clubs 
called on Thursday to overcome pressing financial prob- 
Jems bugging the championship, which enjoys a good 
following here, 

“We cannot wait till next year. Some clubs would 
have folded by then. Even if a couple of clubs collapse, 
the whole league will fail,” S-league chief executive 
officer Chris Chan was quoted as saying. 

“We cannot avoid the financial crisis that has gripped 
the country,” he said. 

Trade-driven Singapore is on the verge of plunging 
into a recession amid slowing exports and poor business 
due to a rapid regional economic slowdown. 

No one has been excluded from the wage-trimming 
exercise, including Chan himself. There are 55 foreign 
players participating in the league. 

According to the S-League's compulsory guidelines 
cn salary caps, local professionals should not be paid 
more than 5,000 dollars a month while the limit for for- 
eign professionals is 6,000 dollars. 

With the salary cut effective this month, clubs are 
expected to save about 160,000 dollars per month, offi- 
cials said. 

“T may have to stop football and start working,” 
Jurong FC co-skipper Ishamudin Bharoocha, who quit 
his job as a petroleum surveyor to play football, told the 
New Paper. 

He had earned up to 5,000 dollars monthly in his pre- 
vious job and is now earning “somewhere between 
3,000 and 4,500 dollars” as a professional player. 

“I kind of expected it in the last few weeks but not a 
20 percent cut,” said. Dean Whetley, British coach for 
Woodlands Wellington club. 

But Chan said the league was in dire straits and 
“whether we like it or not, this is something that we have 
to do for the long-term good of the S-League.” 


caused problems for the defences of all three of Japan’s 
‘opponents and, had the Japanese brought a quality striker 
to France, it’s likely Takeshi Okada's side would have 
scored more than the solitary goal they achieved. 

Chinese Transfers Reports emanating from China 
indicate that one of its most prominent players Fang 
Zhiyi of China’s 1997 premier league runner-up Shenhua 
will play for English first division club Crystal Palace. 

Fang, who was named China’s best player in 1995 
when Shenhua was the nation’s premier league champi- 
‘on, Was expected to be in England late this month. 

“He has not signed the contract yet. He will leave for 
London next Monday to see if it suits him,” a Shenhua 
Official advised local reporters, 

Crystal Palace are reportedly offering $700,000 for 
Fan, as well as bringing his international colleague Sun 
Jihai, who plays for club side Dalian Wanda, over for a 
tri 


ubilo ended the first stage with 13 wins 
against four defeats for 39 points, the same 
win-loss record as runners-up Shimizu S- 
Pulse, which defeated bottom placer Avispa 
Fukuoka 3-0. 
Jubilo won the title with a better goal differential. 
‘They scored 52 goals — with Masashi Nakayama scor- 
ing four hat-tricks in a row — and conceded 18. S- 


| Pulse has a 32-14 record. 


“It’s a victory by all of us, not only by my goals,” 


| said Nakayama who leads the goal standings with 19 


The 29-year-old defender Fangis captain of the | 


Chinese national team as well as his Shanghai Club. 
Crystal Palace, relegated to the English first division 

after finishing at the bottom of the premier league last 

season, has been looking to regroup for the next season. 
Other reports said Shanghai Shenhua had received the 


official documents requesting the transfer and would | 
agree to his transfer to the South London team even | 


though it would be a loss to the club. The reports said 


Palace had indicated it would offer Fanga three-year | 


contract. 

China set up its professional football league in 1994. 
Existing regulations bar players below the age of 28 
from moving to another club without permission from 
their current club. 

Crystal Palace, who were relegated from the English 
Premier league last season when they finished last, are 
now managed by former England and Australia team 
coach Terry Venables, 

Meanwhile on a different front, reports indicate that 
Beijing Guoan forward Yang Chen had signed a one-ear 
contract with Bundesliga side Frankfurt. 


Y CUT 


The S-League season has just concluded with the 
Singapore Armed Forces Football Club winning the pre- 
miership. 

Warren Spink and Scott O’Donell ended the cam- 
paign on a high note. Spink opened the scoring for his 
team Geylang United in a 2-3 defeat at the hands of 
Jurong O’Donell was the man of the match for his team 
Marine Castle in a loss, by the same score, to Tampine 
Rovers, 

Spink's team was in the hunt for the championship 
until the penultimate round but defeats in its last two 
games resulted in them ending up in third position. 
Marine Castle were not so fortunate as they finished in 
last spot. 


E Malaysia, Penang have won the M-League with a 
-1 victory away to Selangor in the last round, 
Brian Bothwell’s Brunei finished highest of the teams 
featuring Australian players. They ended up in third 
spot, six points behind the champions, as well as 
being top goal scores in the league. 

Bothwell had a very successful season scoring twelve 
goals, including one hat trick, five goals behind the 
league’s top scorer. He scored Brunei's goal in the last 
round draw with second placed Pahang. 

Sarawak, with Alan Vest as coach and Alistair 
Edwards and Doug Ithier amongst the playing staff fin- 
ished in the middle of the table and were never a threat 
to the champions. Edwards scored four goals for the 
season while Ithier scored three, including a goal in his 
team’s 3-2 last round victory. 

Mehmet Durakovic’s Selangor finished fourth last, 
‘one place above Negeri Sembilan, who count Scott 
Ollerenshaw amongst its playing staff (he scored only 
one goal for the season). 

In the Premier Two division Aytek Genc scored four 
goals but his team Johor FC had a mediocre season fin- 
ishing mid table. 

Darren Stewart and Milan Blagojevic had successful 
seasons for the their team, Johor, who finished in second 
position behind the champions, Terengganu. 


goals this season although he has been sidelined with a 


WEEKEND J-LEAGUE RESULTS 


JEF United Ichihara 2 (Scholten 3, Takeda 49) 
Yokohama Marinos 1 (Salinas 26) 

Verdy Kawasaki 0 Nagoya Grampus Eight 2 
(Fukuda 52, Oulida 89) 

Yokohama Flugels 3 (Miura 31, 66-pen, 
Yamaguchi 82) Gamba Osaka 6 (Inamoto 20, 61, 
Drobnjak 25, 39, 62, Kojima 47) 

Jubilo Iwata 3 (Fujita 57, Dunga 72, 
Kawaguchi §9) Bellmare Hiratsuka 1 (Harasaki 
81) 

Kyoto Purple Sanga 4 (Kurosaki 49, 55, 89, 
Iwamoto 71) Consadole Sapporo 2 (Maradona 15, 


1, Jubilo Iwata 

2. Shimizu S-Pulse 

3. Nagoya Grampus Eight 
4, Yokohama Marinos 
5. Kashima Antlers 

6. Verdy Kawasaki 

7. Urawa Red Diamonds 
8. Yokohama Flugels 

9. Cerezo Osaka 

10. Kashiwa Reysol 

11. JEF United Ichihara 
12, Bellmare Hiratsuka 
13. Sanfrecce Hiroshima 
14, Gamba Osaka 

15. Kyoto Purple Sanga 
16. Consadole Sapporo 
17. Vissel Kobe 

18. Avispa Fukuoka 


onflicting reports coming from Japan as 
they search for a coach to take them 
through to the 2002 World Cup. The first 
report announced that a Japanese foot- 
ball official, new technical committee chief Kuniya 
Daini, was in England negotiating with Arsenal 
chief Arsene Wenger to become the national 
coach., 

Wenger turned J-League club Nagoya Grampus 
Eight into a championship contender during a spell in 
Japan during 1995 and 1996, and captured the 1996 
Emperor's Cup, the first big title for the club, 

The Frenchman left for England in October 1996 
and led the Arsenal to the Premier league and FA Cup 
double last season. Wenger, 48, said just after the 
World Cup he would like to return to Japan. 

“P've got great memories of my time in Japan and 
I’ve always thought that one day I would go back 
there to work. 

“If the Japanese want me to coach their team at the 
next World Cup, then that’s a big honor, great honor, 
for me.” 

Japan who lost all three of their matches at their 
first World Cup finals in France, desperately want to 
ayoid being the first host nation to fail to reach the last 
16 in 2002. Their co-hosts South Korea, were also 
beaten in the preliminary round. 

A second report suggests that French coach 


foot injury from the World Cup in France, 

Jubilo will take on the winner of the second stage, 
which will kick off on August 22, to defend the cham- 
pionship on November 21 and 28, 

In other games, five players scored a hat-trick, while 
a new J-League record of 12 goals was recorded when 
Kashiwa Reysol defeated Cerezo Osaka 7-5 with 
Nozomu Kato and Hiroaki Morishima scoring a hat- 
trick fo each side, 

Yugoslay striker Anto Drobnjak of Gamba Osaka, 
Masayuki Okano of Urawa Red Diamonds and Hisashi 
Kurosaki of Kyoto Purple Sanga were other hat-trick 
Scorers. 


Ota 23) 

Cerezo Osaka 5 (Morishima 39, 46, 66, Ha 
Seok-Ju 55, Nishizawa 78) Kashiwa Reysol 7 
(Kato 15, 36, 50, Bentinho 34, 47, Stoitchkov 69, 
84-pen) 

Vissel Kobe 1 (Kim Do-Hoon 75) Urawa Red 
Diamonds 5 (Nishino 3, Okano 39, 44, 62, 
Fukunaga 42) 

Sanfrecce Hiroshima 3 (Oki 21, Kubo 68, 
Yoshida 83) Kashima Antlers 2 (Masuda 14, 
Yanagisawa 32) 

Avispa Fukuoka 0 Shimizu S-Pulse 3 
(Hasegawa 56, 89, Ando 76) 


Philippe Troussier is favorite to become Japan's 
national coach since negotiations with Arsenal manag- 
er Arsene Wenger have become deadlocked. 

Media reports in Japan say that the Football 
Association of Japan has almost reached an agreement 
with Troussier, 44, and is expected to make the 
appointment at the next board of directors meeting on 
Sept. 10. 

Troussier, known as the White Magician, has 
worked with national teams and clubs in South Africa, 
Ivory Coast, Morocco, Nigeria and Burkina Faso after 
leading a French third division club till 1988, 

The Frenchman took no-hopers Burkina Faso to 
fourth place in the African Nations Cup this year and 
became the coach of South Africa just three months 
before the finals in France. 

South Africa drew with Denmark and Saudi Arabia 
to earn two points in the preliminary round, but failed 
to reach the last 16, forcing Troussier to quit his job. 

With Wenger having one more year to go in his 
contract with Arsenal and haying set his sights on 
winning the European Champions league, he recom- 
mended Troussier to the assoctation as a replacement. 

Japan football officials have stated that the term of 
any contract with Troussier had yet to be decided, and 
suggested he could be replaced by Wenger before the 
World Cup which Japan will co-host in 2002 depend- 
ing on the results he achieves. 
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‘othing will change the hugely disap- 
pointing results in the World Cup, but 
some redemption has come the way of 
the Americans with a thumping 6-1 win 

over the World All-Stars. 

Brian McBride of the Columbus Crew scored one 
goul and assisted on two others Sunday as the U.S. 
All-Stars beat the World All-Stars 6-1 before an 
encouraging crowd of 34,416 at the Florida Citrus 
Bowl. 

Nine of 11 U.S. starters were members of the 
national team that went 0-3 in France this summer, 
and they viewed this game as an opportunity to 
regain a measure of international respect. 

“Some guys downplayed it, but it was important to 
prove we can play,” U.S. goalkeeper Tony Meola 
said, 

“The most important thing for us was having fun 
and showcasing the game,” McBride, the lone 
American to score in the World Cup, said, “The thing 
about the World Cup is that if not for a couple of 
bounces we would have been 2-1, instead of 0-3.” 

McBride and MetroStars teammates Alexi Lalas 
and Tab Ramos scored in the first 16 minutes, and 
the U.S. built a 4-0 lead before D.C. United’s Roy 
Lassiter and Cobi Jones of the Los Angeles Galaxy 
finished the rout with goals in the final 12 minutes. 

The World team avoided a shutout when Tampa 
Bay’s Mauricio Ramos scored in 89th minute on an 
assist from Chicago’s Jorge Campos, who started the 
game in goal before returning in the second half as a 
forward, 

The first two MLS All-Star games were played 
under an Eastern ys. Western conference format that 
was abandoned for the U.S.-World concept this year. 

While winning didn’t bury memories of a poor 
World Cup showing, the U.S, team’s domination was 
complete, MeBride was the MVP, breaking World 
star Carlos Valderrama’s two-year stranglehold on 
the award, but he had plenty of help. 


The U.S. team beat Campos on four its first five 
shots on goal, while goalkeeper Tony Meola stopped 
shots by five different World players before being 
replaced by Zach Thornton at the start of the second 
half. 

Still, U.S. coach Bruce Arena wasn’t convinced 
the impressive display would sway public opinion 
about the national team’s World Cup perfc 


formance. 
“T wouldn't read a whole lot into this,” said Arena, 
coach of two-time MLS champion D.C. United. “If 
the world had won 6-1, people would have said the 
Americans can’t play. It was a big advantage that our 
team had so many players who had played together.” 


37,000 PLUS SE 


lormer UK pro Mo Johnston scored two 
goals Saturday, and Mark Chung had two 
assists as the Kansas City Wizards beat the 
Colorado Rapids 3-1 at Arrowhead Stadium. 

Johnston, who leads the Wizards with nine goals, 
scored with assists from Chung and Preki in the 71st 
minute. 

Johnston had the game-winning goal from a free kick 
in the 87th minute, 

Kansas City forward Paul Wright scored on a cross 
from Chung in the 90th minute. 

‘The Rapids scored first in the opening half. Defender 
Steve Trittschuh scored on a header off a long free kick 
by Chris Henderson in the 16th minute. 

The Wizards are now in fourth place in the Western 
Conference, one point ahead of Dallas and three behind 
the third-place Rapids. 

Stern John scored two goals Saturday, and Robert 
Warzycha assisted on two as the Columbus Crew beat a 
three-game losing streak and defeated the New England 
Reyolution, 

The six goals were a franchise record for the Crew. 

John scored his first goal in the 32nd minute to give 
the Crew (10-11) a 2-0 lead. He scored the Crews’ sixth 
goal in the 84th minute. 

Warzycha assisted on John’s first goal and on a goal 
by Brian McBride in the 41st minute, 

The Crew got its first goal in the 26th minute by 
Jason Farrell. 

The Crew also got goals from Thomas Dooley and 
Rob Smith in the second half. The lone goal for the 
Revolution (7-17) came in the 89th minute by Raul Diaz 
Arce. 

Steve Jolley’s header in the 90th minute Saturday lift- 
ed the Los Angeles Galaxy to a 2-1 victory over 
Chicago, the Fire’s fifth consecutive loss. 

With a record home crowd of 37,122 on hand at 
Soldier Field, Chicago had tied the game 1-1 in the 87th 
minute. But Los Angeles avoided a shootout when 
Jolley took a centering pass from Paul Caligiuri and net- 
ted the game-winner just seconds before the game 
ended. 

The goal allowed the Galaxy to widen its lead to 15 
points over second-place Chicago (13-10) in the MLS” 
Western Conference. 
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REVOLUTION 


Both teams scored own goals. 

‘The Galaxy took a 1-0 lead in the 37th minute. Fire 
defender Francis Okaroh attempted to play a header 
back to Chicago goalie Jorge Campos, but the ball float- 
ed over Campos’ hands and into the net. 

Chicago evened the score when Danny Pena of the 
Galaxy, attempting to cut off a cross while sliding, 
knocked the ball past goalie Kevin Hartman and into his 
own net. Roy Lassiter, the MLS" leading scorer, con- 
verted a penalty kick in the 57th minute Friday night to 
lead D.C. United to its seventh straight victory, 1-0 over 
the Dallas Bum. 

Lassiter was given the penalty kick after being 
tripped in the box by goaltender Mark Dodd. 

‘The goal was Lassiter’s 16th of the season and tied 
him with New England forward Raul Diaz Acre for the 
league’s career lead-at 53. 

In transfer news, San Jose Clash acquired forward 
Harut Karapetyan from the Los Angeles Galaxy in a 
trade for Lawrence Lozzano on Friday. 

Lozzano, 28, who has not played in an MLS game 
since June 11 at Chicago. Slowed by a hamstring injury, 
he has four goals and one assist in 12 games, after a pro- 
ductive 1997 season during which he had 10 goals and 
10 assists. 

Karapetyan scored the fastest hat trick in Major 
League Soccer history earlier this season. The 26-year- 
old forward/midfielder scored 18 goals in three seasons 
with the Galaxy. 

Clash coach Brian Quinn said that Karapetyan, used 
mainly as a forward in Los Angeles, will probably be 
used as a midfielder in San Jose 

“With Eric (Wynalda), Ronald (Cerritos), Francisco 


Jorge Campos, Mexico’s World Cup keeper, in action against the US All-Stars. 


Valderrama, rumored to be headed for the New 
England Revolution in a trade spurred by his dispute 
with Miami Fusion coach Ivo Wortmann, started and 
played all but about 15 minutes of the game. 

Ramos, assisted by McBride and Marcelo Balboa, 
gave the United States a 1-0 lead in the fifth minute. 
Lalas and McBride scored within a minute of one 
another to make it 3-0, and a goal by Kansas City’s 
Preki late in the first half all but assured the 
‘Americans would walk away with heads held high, 

“Tt is a very hard loss to take,” said World mid- 
fielder Mauricio Cienfuegos of Los Angeles. “It was 
obvious that most of those guys had played together 
before as a team ... We made some mistakes that 
eventually cost us the game.” 


VMS 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 


MLS THRILLER 


(Uribe) and Brian (Sebapole), we're preity well loaded 
up front, but with Eddie (Lewis) playing left back now, 
Harut gives us someone else who can play left-sided 
midfielder,” Quinn said, “He's a very good shooter and 
he's also a very creative player, and I see him coming in 
and challenging for playing time right away.” 

Karapetyan came off the bench to score three goals in 
five minutes in a June 4 match at Dallas, scoring in the 
82nd, 85th and 87th minutes. His other goal this season 
came against the Clash on June 27, when he came off 
the bench to score in the 81st minute, giving the Galaxy 
a 2-1 win, Karapetyan has three starts in 16 matches in 
1998. 


‘he U.S. men’s under-20 national team tied Costa 
‘ica, 1-1, in the opening match of CONCACAF 
U-20 qualifying despite playing with just 10 men for the 
final 55 minutes of the match. The result leaves the U.S. 
and Costa Rica tied for second behind Canada (3-0 win- 
ners over Trinidad & Tobago) in Group A standings. 

The U.S. opened the scoring off a comer kick after 21 
minutes. Midfielder Shaun Tsakiris’ bending corner 
from the right side was flicked just beyond the far post, 
where Nick Garcia trapped the ball and sent a driven 
pass back across the goal mouth, Midfielder Cory Gibbs 
headed Garica’s pass from six yardsot to beat Costa 
Rica ‘keeper Jairo Villegas. The goal was Gibbs’ first in 
U-20 international competition. 

The U.S., despite being a man down, created three 
excellent chances in the second half - Albright had a 
shot parried wide by a Villegas, Carlos Bocanegra 
smacked a header that was saved off the goal line by a 
Costa Rican defender, and substitute Rusty Pierce had 
his free kick from 25 yards tipped over the bar. 


But as the match wore on, Costa Rica seized a few 
good opportunities to challenge the 10-man U.S, team. 
Costa Rica's main threat was Jose Ugarte, a speedy for- 
ward who accounted for four of Costa Rica's ten shots, 

After 83 minutes, Costa Rica grabbed the equalizer 
through substitute Winston Parks, Parks dribbled into 
the area on the right side and slammed a shot that beat 
Rimando low and to the near post. 


‘he United States Under-20 women’s national team 

tied Holland, 1-1, at the Nordic Cup. The U.S. con- 
trolled the first half and won nine total corner kicks to 
Holland’s zero. The lone U.S. goal came in the 26th 
minute, when forward Mandy Clemens was taken down 
in the penalty box. Defender Lorrie Fair converted the 
penalty kick to give the U.S, the lead. 

Holland gained more of the play in the second half 
and pulled even in the 57th minute through a scramble 
in the goal area. U.S. goalkeeper Lakeysia Beene 
knocked down the first shot, but couldn’t smother the 
rebound, and Holland’s Shirley Smith conyerted from 
close range to equalize. 

U.S. forward Cindy Parlow had a chance to win the 
match with two minutes left but missed her breakaway 
chance wide right from a sharp angle. A draw or a loss 
against Sweden on Friday will relegate the U.S. to the 
third-place match or worse, while a win by any score 
will eam a place in the final. 


he U.S. Under-23 national team were beaten by 
Liverpool FC’s reserve team 3-2 last week at the 
English club’s Melwood Training Ground. 

The loss was the first of the year for the U-23 men, 
dropping their 1998 record to 4-1-3. Liverpool’s 
reserves fielded a full-team, including half-a-dozen first- 
team players, two Norwegian internationals, German 
international Sean Dundee and England ‘B’ international 
Dom Matteo, 

John O'Brien, the 21-year-old from Playa del Rey, 
California, opened scoring with a world-class strike in 
the 9th minute, stealing a ball at midfield from 
Liverpool's Danny Murphy and sending a chip over 
goalkeeper Jurgen Nielsen from 35 yards. 
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MEXICO 
Pachuca 3 UNL 0 
Guadalajara 3 Santos Laguna 1 
UNAM 0 Necaxa 2 
Morelia 2 UAG 1 
Cruz Azul 4 Puebla 0 
Monterrey 1 Atlas 0 
Toluca 1 Atlante 2 
America 1 Leon 0 
Toros Neza 1 Atletico Celaya 3 
GROUP ONE 
PWODL F APts 
1, Cruz Azul 1 ob 70730) 450-3, 
2. Guadalajara UUs GS BS ica. et ee 
3, Atletico Celaya (ie te a Ta as 
4, Leon RoR ag0 Lees) 
5. Puebla 10 0 0:46 
GROUP TWO 
PWODEL F APts 
1, Pachuca fe SSO Orso 13: 
2, Morelia ii ests 3 
3, America Lit S00 Sshs 0-3 
4, UNAM LOMO AOE 2) 0 
5. Toros Neza IOC insta. 0) 
GROUP THREE 
PW DL F APs 
1, Necaxa TSESCS OR 0s 
2, Atlante pO eee fe) 
3, Monterrey 2 EON ESOT: 
4,UAG POs eet) 
GROUP FOUR 
PWODL F APts 
1, Atlas 1001010 
2, Toluca ti OOo? 20: 
3. UNL LattmOWS 1.3250 
4. Santos Laguna HOO fi 350, 
BRAZIL (midweek) 
Internacional 0 Sao Paulo 3 
Guarani 2 Botafogo 3 
Vasco da Gama 5 America-B Horizonte 1 
Corinthians 2 Gremio 1 
Cruzeiro 4 Ponte Preta 2 


Atletico Paranaense 


America-B Horizonte 


5. Atletico Mineiro 


14, Atletico Paranaense 
15, America-B Horizonte 


18, Vasco da Gama 


22. America-Natal 


PRORONHKHKRKNKRONKRHNHNHNYHYHNNYS 


SoCo o CeO SC Oo RH Ree eee ERNE 


0 Palmeiras 
1 Coritiba 
3 America-Natal 
2 Vitoria 


D 


Some HH RH ee Nooo HHH HN coo 


BRAZIL (weekend) 


1 Flamengo 
1 Palmeiras 

0 Vasco da Gama 
1 Vitoria 
2 Alletico Mineiro 
4 Juventude 
2 Guarani 

0 Portuguesa 
1 Santos 

0 Intemacional 

2 Atletico Parananese 
2 America-Natal 


L 


RSTO Leone atl Peale ea aes Sen ees Ss eee 


Note: top eight teams qualify for quarter-finals. 
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CHILAVERT 
INSPIRES VELEZ IN 
MERCOSUR OPENER 


araguay captain Jose Luis Chilavert inspired 
/Argentinas Velez Sarsfield to a memorable 
win in Boca Juniors’ feared Chocolate Box 


stadium in their opening Copa Mercosur 


match, 
‘The Paraguayan goalkeeper produced more than half'a 
dozen memorable saves in Wednesday's game to defy 


the great Argentine club in front of 20,000 fans. 

At the other end, defender Mauricio Pellegrino gave 
Velez three points when he headed the only goal of the 
Group D match in the 21st minute. 

The Copa Mercosur, an invitation tournament, has 
replaced the South American Supercup. 


No, this is not Marcelo Salas! Javier Lux scores for Racing against Penarol in the Mercosur Cup. 


JAAMAICAN PM 
STEPS IN! 


ene Simoes, the popular Brazilian who too 
Jamaica’s “Reggae Boyz” to soccer’s World 
Cup, has given his clearest indication yet 
it he will remain with the national team 
after his current contract expires. 

Speaking on Radio Jamaica on Friday, Simoes said he 
had spoken to Prime Minister PJ Patterson and outlined 
his conditions for remaining in Jamaica. He expected a 
favourable response. 

“We discussed many points and the prime minister is 
working towards reaching an agreement, so it’s possible. 
When I first came here he was directly involved, sending 
a letter to the Brazilian president, and I think everything 
will be okay,” Simoes said. 

Simoes came to Jamaica in 1994 to take up a position 
as Technical Director for the country’s soccer pro- 
gramme, with his main focus being on reaching the 
World Cup finals. 

‘This unprecedented achievement came in France ‘98 


and his adopted countrymen have hailed Simoes as a 
national hero. 

But it has not always been smooth sailing for Simoes 
in Jamaica, especially in his relationship with sections of 
the media. Last May, in an angry response to a newspaper 
article about his salary, the Brazilian announced that he 
‘would not renew his contract when it expires in October. 

Since then there have been many calls for him to 
reconsider and he has been hinting at a possible change of. 
heart, especially since the World Cup where Jamaica lost 
to Croatia and Argentina but defeated Japan to record its 
first victory at this level. 

Simoes was named in the country’s annual National 
Honours list on Independence Day on Thursday, whereby 
he is to be made a Commander of the Order of 
Distinction. 

The Reggae Boyz recently won the Caribbean Cup in 
Trinidad & Tobago, defeating the hosts and defending 
champions 2-1. 


LIBERTADORES 
CUP PREVIEW 


By Daniel Espinoza 


ith the World Cup over, the gaze now turns to 
the climatic duel for South American club 
supremacy on the 12th and 26th of August. 
Whoever prevails, there will be a new name 
added to the long and proud roll of honour of Copa 
Libertadores winners: Brazil’s Vasco Da Gama or 
Ecuador’s Barcelona. The victors will go on to vie with 
Spanish aristocrats Real Madrid for the Toyota Cup. 

Having already fallen at the last hurdle once before in 1980, 
Barcelona will be desperate to make amends and send their com- 
patriots into delirium. The Vascainos, in their Centenary Year, 
will be seeking to enter The Promised Land and join other outfits 
from the Confederacao Brasileira de Deportes , CBD. To them, 
though, the Final is uncharted territory. 

Both sets of weary travellers are now at the very gates of 
Immortality. For the premier trophy feeds the aspirations of the 
masses in the subcontinent as few other events could. In some 
countries it becomes an obsession that grows ever more acute 
with each passing failure, With the stakes so high, the ability to 
cope with the tension of the occasion might prove decisive, 

Their return leg away, the Rio institution shape as slight 
favourites through having already knocked out previous winners, 
Gremio and River Plate, more heavyweights than puny easy- 
beats, in earlier rounds. They also finished first in the tortuous 
test of endurance that is the Brazilian championship. The 
Cariocas also boast a squad sprinkled with household names. 

Carlos Germano, understudy to guardian Claudio Taffarel has 
been unfortunate to miss out on the top spot. In front of him, 
Ttaly “90 veteran Mauro Galvao brings solidity to the defence. In 
an embarrassment of riches, classy performers like Donizete, 
Pedrinho and Luizao almost render the peerless predatory 


call 


instincts of “O Animal” Edmundo, currently with Fiorentina, 
‘superfluous. 

‘Their opponents, though, will be untroubled by any inferiority 
complex. Edging Emelec F C in domestic titles with 13 to 11, 
Ruben Insua’s men make up the bulk of the representative XI. 
Their ranks are further reinforced by foreigners such as the 
Uruguayan Washington Aires, Colombian Anthony De Avila, 
and Argentinian Marcelo Morales. 

‘The Vasco’s coach Antonio Lopes is loath to underestimate 
the task ahead; he has already wamed against complacency, that 
smooth-talking tart whispering sweet nothings into receptive, 
gullible ears. Their football might have a huge reputation where- 
as Ecuador is but a minnow only ahead of perennial also-rans 
Venezuela in the region ... but the underdogs are bound to be 
fired up with ambition. 

Then the selecao’s flop against the French hosts is a reminder 
that pressure can unnerve the best of them..,just ask Ronaldo. 
Besides, gone are the days when a crucial game between a line- 
up from the Atlantic Ocean and one from the Pacific was a walk 
in the woods, Olimpia saw to that with their trailblazing triumph 
‘over Argentina's Boca Juniors in 1979. 

Tn doing so the Paraguayans stuffed the offensive refrain of 
“La Copa se mira pero no se toca” down countless throats. 
Roughly translated, it means “The Cup is there to be looked up 
but not to be touched”, Chilean giants Colo Colo went on to 
repeat the feat in 1991; now the team from Guayaquil will bid to 
emulate them. 

‘Traditionally, Libertadores tussles have-been turbulent affairs. 
As it is, the protagonists are fully aware that a strong display 
might conceivably earn them a juicy contract in the wealthy 
European leagues, or in a bigger, more lucrative stage in the 
New World. Hopefully the evil spirits of past nightmares will 
remain undisturbed. 
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ell what a summer it has been. While 

most of the rest of the world was at the 

World Cup, the Greek clubs were full 

of determination as they scoured the 
planet for new talent, 

With a number of high profile players such as Nikos 
Machlas making a name for themselves in foreign clubs, 
the idea and standard of Greek football achieved a new 
respect in the footballing world. Stating this week we 
will be glancing at the major news of the off-season, 
month by month: 


JUNE 1 


ell the month of June certainly started with a bang 
with one of Greece's brightest stars moving 
abroad. G. X. Georgiadis of PAO finally took the 
plunge and made a lightning trip to Newcastle in 
England without the knowledge of the club, While in 
England he took advantage of a special clause in his 
contract that allowed him to sign for a foreign club as 


G.X. Georgiadis 


long as the new club was willing to pay a minimum 
transfer fee for him. Newcastle were willing and $ 4 
million later, the 26 year old sriker had a new three year 
contract and was on his way to fulfilling a childhood 
dream to play for a large, foreign club. 

Leonidas Vokolos, a 27 year old defender from 
Panionios signed with PAO for 5 years for a transfer fee 
of $ 600 000. 


Demis Nickolaidis 


‘The U-21 team ost the final 1-0 to Spain on the back 
of numerous dubious refereeing decisions but many of 
the future stars like Nikos Lymberopoulos, Pentellis 
Konstanidis and Yiannis Goumas attracting offers from 
foreign clubs. 

Peter Oforique and Predag Jorjevic resigned with 
Olympiakos on 5 year contracts. 


AEK was awash with excitement as the news broke 
that after a month without a coach Joacim Lev was 
about to take over. Additionally the club tabled a $ 2 
million bid with Paneliakos for youth international 
Vasili Lakis. 

On not such a happy note, AEK fans besieged the 
club and demonstrated for hours when the news broke 
that the board was considering an offer from Anderlecht 
for star striker, Demi Nikolaidis. The atmosphere tumed 
ugly as club officials were assaulted on several occs- 
sions by irate fans. 

Spiros Maragos ended his time at PAOK on a sour 
note when the club refused to give him a 2.5 year exten- 
tion of his contract. The player was linked (and ultimate- 
ly moved to) with Omonia Cyprus while PAOK saw his 
replacement in the shape of Tasos Katsianis of 
Panionios. 


JUNE 2 


‘douard, the 19 year old son of national team coach, 
‘Anghel Iordanescu, signed professional terms with 
Panionios and Ronnie Whelan, former Liverpool mid- 
fielder, arrived to take up a coaching position with the 
club. 
Ethniko’s players Manolis Papadopoulos and Mihalis 
Kapsis signed 2 year extentions on their contracts, 


JUNE 4 


‘oachim Lev is out! In a startling move AEK announce 

that Lev will not come to the club but have already 
signed Dragoslav Stepanovic on 2+1 year contract, 
Stepanovic has impressive credentials including spells at 
Eintracht Frankfurt, Bayer Leverkeusen and Athletico 
Bilbao. 

AEK accepts an $12 million offer from Anderlecht 
for Demi Nikolaidis but the player himself tums down 
the move in recognition of the fans’ campaign to keep 
him at the club, 

Seconf Division champions Aris acquire the services 
of 27 year old Kavala defender Kosta Varkitzis for 3 


JUNE 5 


it a surprise, Tottenham table a $13 million bid 

for Nikos Lymberopoulos with PAO but the club 

wants another $1 million and the English club finds 

itself involved in a 3 way struggle with Parma and 
Fiorentina. 

AEK acquires 21 year old OFI midfielder Kosta 
Kissou and make inquiries for Paneliakos’ Cameroon 
midfielder Kalla. More importantly for the club, Daniel 
Batista signs a 2 year extention on his contract. 


JUNE 7 


EK and PAOK are condemned to play UEFA Cup 
qualifying games after UEFA decides to reduce the 
number of teams that get automatic entry to Round 1 
from 27 to 24. As occupiers of rankings 26 and 

27 respectively, both clubs lose out. 


JUNE 10 


lympiakos made a bid for Seville’s unsettled mid- 

fielder Vasili Tsartas (who is on holidays in Athens 
at the time) but it will be a long saga and finally the 
player will not come to the club. 


Asanovic 


PAO express an interest in Croatian star, Aloyssa 
Asanovic, who is with the national team at the World 
Cup and who effectively joins the club a few days later. 
Rumoured to be joining him is fellow countryman 
Davor Suker who is unhappy at Real Madrid but this is 
as close as PAO get to the World Cup top striker. 

The promoted sides are finally known from Division 
2 and the clubs joining champions Aris are 
Panelefsiniakos and Ethnikos Asteras, 

Taki Kypriakopoulos is appointed coach of newly rel- 
egated Panahaiki, replacing Stavros Diamandopoulos, 
with Yiannis Pavlakis as his number two. 


JUNE 12 


espite relentlessly chasing Demi Nikolaidis, 
‘Anderlecht finally snare fellow AEK player, Hristo 
Kostis, on a three year contract instead. 

Paneliakos forward Nikos Kyzeridis becomes the lat- 
est Greek to cross the channel as he teams up with 
Mihali Viachos at Portsmouth on a three year contract. 

Kosta Polyhroniou is the new coach of Ionikos. 

PAOK attempt to poach Apostoli Matzios from 
Panionios as he has reached the end of his contract. 


JUNE 15 


asili Lakis finally completes his transfer to AEK for 
$3.5 million on a 5 year contract. 

Another crazy rumour surfaces alleging Brazilian 
Leonardo is keen to join Olympiakos. 


JUNE 17 


| cane find a replacement for Vasili Lakis in the 
form of Savva Yiannakidis , who at 20 was the top 
scorer in Division 4. 

Traklis acquire Kalamaria midfielder, Stergio Levendi 
ona free transfer. 

Panionios complete their seconf major signing for the 
off-season when thet get Panelefsiniakos’ defender 
Yasili Kouvalis, 28, to sign on the dotted line and simul- 
taneously transfer list Albanian forward, Vata. 


JUNE 19 


EFA are examining ENIC’s ownership of three 

European football clubs on the grounds that UEFA 
regulations are contravened and which means that 
Rangers, Vincenzia and AEK are eligible for expulsion 
from European competition (most likely AEK as it is the 
last club purchased), 

PAO approaches Panahaiki’s unsettled Albanian, 
Aldin Haggi on the basis of a 2 year contract. 

Major changes to be implemented in the 1998-99 
Greek FA Cup as all ties (except quarter and semi finals) 
will be decided in a single tie instead of a home and way 
basis. The final itself will remain a single game affair. 


JUNE 22 


bert Yiami, another Croat international on World 
Cup duty is approached by PAO, but ultimately the 
Real Betis player will to to Coventry in England. 
Changes to the regional Division 4 make up for the 
coming season with 6 groups of 18 teams (champions 
receive automatic promotion to Division 3) being the 
first step in the FA’s 3 year plan to reduce the number of 
teams currently promoted/relegated from 54 to 18, 


JUNE 23 


agelis Kefalas resigns for 2 years with AEK, while 
Ethnikos acquire the services of Albanian forward 
Fiorentin Sinasi for 2 years. 

FA President Stelios Sfakianakis tenders his resigna- 
tion after a long and bitter conflict with Vice President 
Victor Mitropoulos. General elections are scheduled for 
July 6. 


Stelios Sfakianakis 


JUNE 25 


ash flow problems hit PAO and AEK hard, especial- 

ly the latter who are in dire straits as ENIC has 
frozen the availability of funds to the club and as yet 
they cannot formalise a new contract with Demis 
Nikolaidis. 

Aris, on sale from last season, and following the 
Trohanas debacle, are the recipients of a formal offer 
from an anonymous source which is to be considered by 
the board. 


JUNE 27 


EK for sale? UEFA bans the club from European 

competition following their investigations into 
ENIC affairs and it appears that the club might be off- 
loaded. An appeal is being prepared with ENIC sitting 
tight for the moment, while felloe ENIC owned club 
Glasgow Rangers approach AEK in regards to Demi 
Nikolaidis. 

PAO acquires little known Brazilian (with Swiss 
nationality) Mauro da Silva Carlos Periera who in the 
past season scored 21 goals in 35 starts in the Swiss 2nd 
Division. 


What, who, where and why in July next week. 


MALDINIS 


STILL IN SHOCK 


aolo Maldini claimed that his father, Cesare, 

has still not overcome his disappointment at 

being sacked as Italy’s national coach. The 

rest of the nation meanwhile, has still not 
overcome the shock of his most defensive and nega- 
tive tactics employed during France 98. 

Maldini senior was axed in the wake of Italy's World 
Cup quarterfinal defeat on penalties to the hosts and 
eventual tournament winners, France. 

But the 66-year-old remains disappointed with Italian 
federation (FIGC) president Luciano Nizzola, who ini- 
tially said Maldini would be in charge when Italy face 
Wales in next month's first qualifier for Euro 2000. 

Maldini’s son Paolo, captain of the national side and 
AC Milan, said that he personally felt bitter and disap- 
pointed about the way Italy’s campaign finished early at 
France 98, Realistically he can only blame his father. 

However referring to his father he added: “It was 
especially disappointing for him, His future was called 
into question after a World Cup in which we were 
unbeaten and were knocked out by the team who went 
‘on to win it; that’s his real regret.” 

As for the decision to sack him, Maldini junior said: 
“| wasn’t expecting it and neither was he, mainly 
because he had spoken to the president (after the match) 
and they had left each other on good terms, he feels bad 
‘about that.” . 

Speaking at AC Milan’s training base (Milanello), 
Maldini said his father had yet to decide his next move, 
despite the offer of a desk job with Milan, the club he 
served as a player, captain and coach for 20 years, from 
1954-74, 

“T don’t know what my father wants to do now and 1 
don't think he does either. However, I do believe he 
‘wants to continue coaching,” 

The former national chief was recently linked to 
Betis in the Spanish League, and his son said; “He 
would have been happy to go there but I don’t know 
why nothing came of it.” 

‘Whatever is in store for his father, Paolo Maldini will 
be at the helm when Italy meet the Welsh on September 
5, 


The AC Milan defender considered ending his 
national career immediately after Italy's World Cup exit 
at the Stade de France on July 3. 

However, the 30-year-old said: “I’ve already said 
that the comments I made after that defeat was just the 
disappointment coming out, and that I’ve no intention of 
quitting.” 

Looking ahead to the new Serie A season with Milan, 
he said “we've got a new coach (Alberto Zaccheroni) 
and after two bad years, all of us here want to get back 
to the level we used to have. 

Many others around the world would agree with 
Maldini Jnr’s use of the past tense when talking about 
AC Milan, but let's just hope that this once mighty club 
‘comes back to the fore in season 98/99, 


‘eanwhile, Inter paid tribute to former midfielder 
Paul Ince after the Liverpool skipper guided the 


Reds to victory at Anfield. Ince, who spent two seasons 
with Inter before joining Liverpool last summer, opened 
the scoring in his side’s 2-1 victory over Inter in their 
Pirelli Cup friendly. 

Ince left the pitch to a standing ovation in the 64th 
minute and Inter president Massimo Moratti was in a 
good mood despite the defeat. 


at 


Paolo Maldini: still shocked by 
his father’s sacking. 


“Paul is still the same — he’s nice, he’s generous and 
he’s a leader on the pitch,” said the Italian oi] magnate. 
“That's his role. “I saw him happy, and that makes us 
happy too.” 

‘As for Inter’s performance, without the international 
brigade led by Ronaldo, Roberto Baggio, Youri 
Djorkaeff, Diego Simeone, Paulo Sousa and Taribo 
West, Moratti admitted: “It’s never enjoyable when you. 
lose, 

“There wasn’t the usual anger, not only because this 
was a friendly, but also because the team played well. I 
liked them a lot. With eight days to go before we play in 
the European Champions League (against Skonto Riga 
in the second preliminary round), allowing for all the 
players who were missing, it was a very comforting per- 
formance.” Inter play the Latvians at Pisa in the first leg 
tie with Baggio ready to lead the attack. 

Ronaldo, still on a post-World Cup holiday, will be 
back in the last week of August. One only hopes for all 
Inter fans, that upon his return, he is still not on a post- 
World Cup holiday ! 
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LOOK OUT, SAYS 
DEL PIERO 


lessandro Del Piero has warned the rest of 
the Serie A that he is determined to lay the 
ghost of the World Cup finals with another 
great season for Juventus. 

Del Piero failed to live up to expectations in France, 
but recently claimed that he and sacked coach Cesare 
Maldini were the scapegoats for Italy’s quarter-final exit 
to the host nation. A closer examination of his own per- 
formances, however, may make him realise that, not 
only is he the *scapegoat’, but indeed the real cause ! 

‘The 23-year-old’s optimism is returning as Juventus 
prepare to defend their league title against a fresh 
onslaught from Inter, Lazio and Parma. 

Del Piero and strike partner Filippo Inzaghi were the 
envy of Italy last season with 39 Serie A goals between 
them. Next month, the challenge of matching that feat in 
1998-99 gets underway. 

“What we achieved last season will be difficult, if not 
extremely difficult to repeat,” Del Piero said to the 
Italian press. “The critics who claimed we would not be 
able to play together or were too lightweight were all 
proved wrong. 

“And now we are going to give everything we can to 
do even better than that this time around. It won't be 
easy, despite the fact that we have now been playing 
together for a whole year.” 

Inter will once again be the major threat to Juventus, 
particularly after recruiting former Juventus hero 
Roberto Baggio, the reserve who did far more for Italy's 
cause in France than first-choice Del Piero. 

Inter’s scratch side performed well against Liverpool 
at Anfield last week with promising displays by young- 
sters Andrea Pirlo and Nicola Ventola, in the absence of 
Ronaldo, Baggio and Youri Djorkaeff, 

Del Piero said: “Inter look pretty good to me, they've 
got a large squad and could line up at least seven differ- 
ent strike pairings in attack. J 

“On paper, the main two will be Ronaldo and Baggio 
— two players who certainly don’t need any introduc- 
tions and who have all the ingredients needed for a great 
season. But let's not forget players like Zamorano, 
Ventola, Pirlo and Djorkaeff.” 

However, Inter are not the only Italian club to have 
been busy on the transfer market in recent months. 

Del Piero said: “I like the AC Milan pair of Bierhoff 
and Weah, and now they've kept Kluivert as well, He 
had a disappointing season but then went on to have a 


| great World Cup and wants to continue that way. You'd 


have to consider him a new player. 
“Salas is certainly a good buy. He's proved he can 
score goals and do his share of helping out in midfield, 


| both at international level and with River Plate. He'll be 


dangerous whoever he plays with and don’t forget this is 
a side which already has Roberto Mancini and Alen 


| Boksic. 


“Parma have added Balbo, but they’ve also brought in 
a lot of first-class midfielders,” he added. “And the 
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Del Piero at the World Cup. 


advantages of that are obvious.” 

One must not forget the extremely talented French 
defender Lilian Thuram who also features in the Parma 
side. Serie A season 1998/99 should, to borrow an old 


cliche’, be one of the best on record. 

Mens" United manager Alex Ferguson criti 
ised the conduct of Dutch World Cup star Patrick 

Kluivert following the collapse of his nine million 

pound ($15 million) move to the Premiership club. 

Ferguson claimed he had been duped into believing 
the AC Milan striker wanted to join the Old Trafford 
outfit and that the player failed to recognise the scale of 
the opportunity he had tumed down. 

“Maybe he doesn’t know how big Manchester United 
is. I am very surprised he has not given himself the 
opportunity to speak to us,” said Ferguson. 

“It is very disappointing because we were led to 
believe that he wanted to speak to us, but you know 
what agents are like. Now we hear that he wants to go to 
London. If that is where he wants to live there is nothing 
we can do about it.” 

Kluivert may still be recalling Ferguson’s comment 
that Dutch players were failures at AC Milan. Obviously 
forgetting names such as Gullit, Rijkaard and van 
Basten, Kluivert may just want to prove Ferguson 
wrong. How wrong remains to be seen. 
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POLE INGOAL OLSEN TAKES 


erman side Bayer Leverkusen has signed 

Polish international goalkeeper Adam 

‘Matysek. The 30 year old Matysek signed 

last Monday (August 3) from Guetersloh 
and signed a three year contract, 

Leverkusen’s first choice ‘keeper Dirk Heinen was 
injured in a friendly match, and is expected to be out for 
at least two months. 

Espanyol have signed Martin Posse from Argentinian 
club Velez Sarsfield, in an unusual five year deal, Posse 
will come to Spain after Espanol paid for 50 percent of 
the rights to his contract. 

Posse is the fourth Argentinian at the club, and 
Sarsfield are hoping that the player will make such an 
impression in Spain that he will command a bigger 
transfer fee in the future, 

Still in Spain, and Deportivo La Coruna have signed 
Argentinian international Gabriel Schurrer, the Spanish 
club have announced. 

The 26 year old defender has played the last two sea- 
Sons at Racing Santander, and has signed a five year 
contract with Deportivo. Schurrer was considered 
unlucky to miss out on Argentina’s World Cup squad, 
and is looking forward to getting some silverware. 

“Deportivo are one of Spain's biggest clubs, always 
in contention for honours and that possibility is very 


attractive. The club have opened the doors of success t0 
me and I’m hoping not to disappoint anyone.” 

Bayer Munich beat VEB Stuttgart 4-0 in the final of 
the German League Cup 4-0, thanks to a first half hat- 
rick by Giovane Elber and a last minute goal by Carstan 
Jancker. 

othar Matthaeus said there is “maybe a 51 percent 

hance” he will continue to play for the German nation- 

al side. The 37 year old already has 129 caps, and is the 
only outfield player to play in five World Cups. 

The Bayern Munich star has spoken to German coach 
Berti Vogts about the World Cup, but said he would speak 
to him about his playing future the next time Vogts came to 
Munich, 

Kaiserlautem coach Otto Rehhagel has told reporters that 
he is not interested in coaching the national team. Current 
coach Vogts caused a storm in Germany by saying that 
Rehhangel would never take his place, but Rehhagel isn,t 
interested anyway! 

“T'm not keen on that job, Even if it was offered to me, I 
would not take it.” The 60 year old coach said he would 


stay with Kaiserlauten until 2000, then look to coach over- | 


seas. 


POLSTER AND 
NILIS RETIRE 


ustrian Toni Polster and 

Belgium's Luc Nilis have both 

announced they are unlikely to 

be seen in the international 
arena again, 

PSV Bindhoven striker Nilis said an 
ankle injury and the need for fresh blood in 
the national team was behind his decision to 
quit. The 31 year old informed coach 
Georges Leckens before the World Cup, 

“Leekens has been told. He knew I was 
going to stop and that he could not change 
my mind,” said Nilis. 

While Nilis closed the curtain on an inter- 


COMPROMISE 
BY PZPN 
AND UEFA 


oland’s sports authorities and soccer 

federation struck a compromise late 

Friday, minutes before of a FIFA 

deadline threatening to bar Polish 
teams from international competition. 

Sports minister Jacek Debski told reporters 
that he had informed FIFA headquarters in 
Zurich that sacked Polish soccer officials had 
been reinstated. 


“The conditions demanded by the Office of 


Physical Culture and Tourism (sports ministry) 
have been fulfilled. The Polish Soccer 
Assocation (PZPN) has said in a message that 
they agree to a probe their premises by our 
office,” Debski said, 

The announcement came 14 minutes before 
a midnght deadline imposed by FIFA which 
had threatened to exclude Poland's national 
squad and club teams from international com- 
petition unless the PZPN board sacked by 
Debski were reinstated, 

In an apparent face-saving gesture Debski 


national career of 51 caps, Austria’s Polster 
may yet add to his 94 caps over 16 years. 
Polster said the need for younger players 
means he won't be a regular, but he would 
play in the European Championships if 
required, 

Polster has a record 44 goals for the 
Austrians, and said he would dearly love to 
reach both 50 goals and 100 games. 

Austrian coach Herbert Prohaska said he 
was pleased Polster was still available for 
selection but would be looking at younger 
players first. 


said: “I want to stress that I did not do this 
under the dictate of FIFA and UEFA. I contin- 
ue to maintain that the FIFA statute is not a 
norm of international law, and that Polish law 
holds an over-riding position.” 

Earlier on Friday, FIFA said they would not 
comment on the situation until Monday when 
their decision was due to be officially 
announced. 

‘The controversy erupted in April when the 
PZPN refused to let sports ministry inspectors 
study their financial records for suspected 
irregularities. 

Debski responded the following month by 
sacking almost the entire 30-member associa- 
tion board, 

FIFA, which insists that soccer federations 
should be independent of their governments, 
gave the ministry an Aug. 7 deadline to rein- 
state the officials or face exclusion from inter- 
national competition. 


TEMP CHARGE 


gil Olsen, linked with a host of jobs since 
resigning after Norway’s World Cup cam- 
paign, has taken a temporary job as manager 
of struggling Norwegian club Valerenga. 
Club chairman John Nordbrekken said Olsen would be 
| in charge of the Oslo club until the end of the Norwegian 
| season in October. Olsen is popular in Norway after lead- 
| ing his country to the last two World Cups. 

Despite being linked with many jobs, Olsen admitted 
after the World Cup he had received few offers, including 
one from Vietnam. 

Valerenga are 11th in the 14 club competition, and need 
to improve on receat form as the bottom two sides are auto- 
matically relegated. 

Real Betis have also announced that their new coach 
will be former Portuguese coach Antonio Oliveira, who last 
year led Porto to the league and cup double. Olivera has 
Signed a two year deal with Betis, and will look to get the 
best out of Denilson, the world’s most expensive player. 

Betis president Manuel Ruiz de Lopera confirmed the 
appointment, saying, “We have chosen Oliveira because 
we need a coach o* stature, He has a good track record and 
Knows how to manage star names.” Oliveira replaces Luis 
Aragones, 


SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


BONANZ 


just days before their European Cup second qualifying 
match, 

The Spanish side will be without defender Roberto Rios 
and striker Inigo Larrainzar for tomorrow's (August 12) 
first leg match with Dinamo Tiblisi. Both players suffered 
leg injuries in a friendly against Salamanca last Friday 
(August 7), 

Salamanca won the game 1-0, and Rios in particular 
could be missing for some time, 

Barcelona has given South Korean midfielder Yoo 
Sang-Chul the chance to become the first Korean to play in 
the Spanish first division, 

Yoo will trial for the Spanish giants in Germany, and is 
expected to play against Hertha Berlin in a friendly today. 

The Korean played in all three of South Korea,s match- 
esin France, and scored against Belgium in a 1-1 draw, 


je Bilboa have lost two internationals to injury 


partak Moscow's 3-1 victory over Alania 

Vladikavkaz means they have now a nine point lead 
in the Russian premier division, Goals by Edu, Titove 
(pen) and Kanishchev sealed the Win und mean Spartak 
have 44 points, followed by rotor Volgograd on 35 
points, 
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DSSS 


BAYERN 


first half hat-trick by Giovane Elber helped 
Bayern Munich crush VfB Stuttgart 4-0 in 
the final of the lucrative German League 
Cup on Saturday. 

The Brazilian’s treble and a goal from Carsten 
Jancker with seconds remaining earned Bayern 2,5 mil- 
Jion marks ($1.41 million) in prize money. 

As in the earlier rounds, the crowd was disappointing 
with only 14,000 turning up for the final. 

Elba fired in the first after four minutes and yolleyed 
home the second in the 25th after an astute pass from 
midfielder Stefan Effenberg. 

Four minutes from the interval, Elber completed his 
hat-trick by heading in a Mario Basler via Suttgart 
defender Thomas Berthold’s leg. 

Stutigart showed very litle in the match and Bayern 
completed the rout when Jancker broke on the counter- 
attack to make it 4-0, 

“Let's hope it’s only the beginning,” said a delighted 
Elber. “If we can play that well in the championship, we 
should be successful.” 

New Stuttgart coach Winfried Schaefer was obvious- 
ly disappointed by his side’s performance. 

“When you let a team like Bayer play their game, 
you have to expect that kind of result,” he said. “We 
should have been much more aggressive,” 

Bayern will have little time to rest, as on Wednesday 
they will play Obilic Belgrade a Champions’ League 
qualifying match, 

“I’m pleased with what I saw tonight but 
Wednesday's game is much more important,” said 
Bayern's new coach Ottmar Hitzfeld, “It’s a tricky 
game because we know very little about our oppo- 
nents.” 

‘The six-team German League Cup was introduced 
last year to replace the Super Cup, in which the champi- 
‘ons faced the Cup winners, but the much-eriticized for- 
mat may be changed again, 


much-touted European Super League featuring the 

continent’s top soccer clubs will begin play in 
2000, according to Bayern Munich manager Uli 
Hoeness. 

‘The lucrative tournament will replace the current 
Champions League and will comprise 32 clubs, 
Hoeness told German weekly Focus in an interview to 
be released this week, 

“Tn 2000, the Super League will mark the start of a 
new decade for football,” he said. “There will be 32 
elubs, 16 of which will be automatic members, while 
the other 16 will have to qualify.” 

The format described by Hoeness was identical to the 
one revealed by Italian newspaper Tuttosport in an 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Sartid Smederevo 1 Radnicki Kragujevac 3 
Vojvodina Novi Sad 3. Mogren Budva 0 
Zeman Belgrade 4° Spartak Subotica 2 
Rad Belgrade 2 Zeleznik Belgrade 0 
Proleter Zrenjanin 2. Pristina 0 
Paxtizan Belgrade 3 Radnicki Nis 1 
Hajduk Kula 0 OFK Beograd Belgrade 0 
Crvena Zvezda Belgrade 4 Buduenost Podgorica 0 
Milicionar Belgrade 0 Obilic Belgrade 0 
RUSSIA 

Yaroslavl 0 St-Petersburg 0 
CSKA Moscow 3. Sochi 0 
Spartak Moscow 3. Vladikavkaz 1 
Tyumen 1 Elista 3 
Kaliningrad 1 Samara 1 
Rostov 3. Novorossiisk 2 

PWODL F APIS 
Spartak Moscow 2 12:5 2 39 13 4 
Volgograd 2 9 8 3 3 24 35 
St Petersburg 09 83 2 14 35 
Lokomotiv Moscow 0956 B 16 32 
Vladikavkaz 0875 2B 2 31 
Rostov 0 8 75 3% 2% 31 
Blista 2 8 6 6 % 21 39 
Sochi 085721 4 29 
CSKA Moscow 0758 7 0 % 


unsourced report on Thursday. Tuttosport also men- 
tioned a jackpot prize of $57.3 million for the winner. 

For the first time since reports of a new competition 
surfaced two weeks ago, UEFA admitted on Wednesday 
it was working on its own plans to set it up and would 
make them public shortly. 

Several major clubs have also admitted their 
involvement. Although UEFA and the clubs have not 
been talking to each other, the implication from all 
parties was that they could well work together to. 
develop the new league within the existing European 
framework. 

“The concept is final- 
ized,” Hoeness said. 
“Clubs and investors 
meet two or three 
times a month to 
talk about it, and 
I'm convinced that a 
decision will be 
announced before the 
end of the year.” 
UEFA general secretary 
Gerhard Aigner said on Friday that he would meet 
teams being approached to form the new tournament 
and wamed them not to make any hasty decisions. 

But Hoeness said the project would go ahead even 
without the approval of the European body. 

“The implication of the (German Soccer 
Federation) DFB and UEFA is not absolutely neces- 
sary,” he said. 

Hoeness said four German clubs could take part in 
the new competition. He also predicted that the 


Bundesliga, comprising Germany’s professional | 
football clubs, would soon break its ties with the | 


DEB. 

“In the next two or three years, the Bundesliga 
will become independent and separate itself from the 
DEB,” leaving the federation with control of only the 
amateur clubs and the national team, he told Focus. 

Kaiserslautern coach Otto Rehhagel said he was 


opposed to the idea of a European Super League and | 


to any split between the DFB and the Bundesliga. 

“T can only warn (the promoters of the competi- 
tion),” he said. “Don't forget the small clubs.” 

‘There are fears that the Super League might widen 
the gap between the major clubs and the other ones 
and lessen the importance of the national leagues. 

“Tcan't say what will happen, but I believe in the 
strength of the Bundesliga,” Rehhagel said. “The 
fans love the Bundesliga, The ticket sales figures 
show that.” 


Yaroslavl SED 


77°58 18 2 26 
Samara 20749 17 6 3 
Novorossiisk 24.9 7 2 2% 2 
Torpedo Moscow 204 9 7 21.25 21 
Kaliningrad 20-4 8 8 18 29 20 
Dynamo Moscow 23.107 16 2B 19 
‘Tyumen 201 118 8 56 4 


AUSTRIA 


Rapid Vienna 5 LASK Linz 0 
GAK 2 FC Tyrol 0 
Austria Lustenau 1 Austria Vienna 1 
SV Ried 0 Vorwaerts Steyr 0 
SV Salzburg 1 Sturm Graz 1 

PWODL F APTS 
‘Sturm Graz AaB TQS STS = 1 10 
GAK 4310 5 1 10 
Rapid Wien Bee beet ev | 
Austria Vienne 421 6A 7, 
LASK Linz 4S OG te Gi 
FC Tyrol r ve Gra gees ON ae eg 
Austria Lustenau 40 F225... 9 2. 
SV Salzburg Opa al Ue ee ey | 
SV Ried A-OST ae SE 
Vorwaerts Steyr MUSES” 2 Ted 


(Vorwaerts Steyr began the season with minus 3 
points, which was a condition if the club was to be 
allowed to play in the top division) 


NEW ERA IN 
FRENCH LEAGUE? 


fter the success of the national team, 

French eyes turned to the domestic league 

on the weekend for the start of a new sea- 

son. Buoyed by their historic win and the 
signing by PSG of Nigeria’s Jay-Jay Okocha for a 
French record fee, French officials will be hoping for 
bumper crowds and some great football. 

Traditional big guns AJ Auxerre, Olympique 
Marseille and PSG missed out last year, as the surprise 
quinella saw RC Lens will the title with Metz in second. 
‘These two small clubs did superbly well last season, but 
will be hard pushed for a repeat performance this sea- 
son. 

Lens face a difficult task on paper, with no new big 
signings plus the European Champions League to play 
for. Promising Ghanian Alex Nyarko has arrived from 
Germany, but it will be a big surprise to see Lens lifting 
the championship yet again. 

Metz only just missed out last season, but has lost 
Robert Pires to Marseille, and a couple of other players 
to Italy. While Lens should see finish comfortably, Metz 
will struggle to reach the dizzy heights of last season 
again. 

Monaco, who has kept coach Jean Tigana despite 
overtures about the vacant national team job, has once 
again lost some good players. Scot John Collins has 
gone to Everton and Ali Benarbia to Bordeaux, but with 
the exciting Thierry Henry and David Trezeguet up 
front they should equal last season’s third placing. 

Marseille have bounced back from their match-rig- 
ging scandals, and in addition to Pires have some class 
players. Fabrizio Ravanelli and Chritophe Dugarry will 


play up front, while at the back German keeper Koepke 
and the superb Laurent Blane will form a sturdy rear- 
guard. Marseille will look to improve on last season’s 
fourth placing, and if they click will go close to winning 
the competition. 

Bordeaux have released Jean-Pierre Papin, while 
Lyon has signed Le Havre midfielder Vikash Dhorasoo. 
Auxerre's poor season last term cost them their place in 
Europe for the first time in eight seasons. 

PSG have had a huge overhaul and will look to new 
coach Alain Giresse to turn things around, Patrice Loko 
will play up front, Okocha will run the show with 
Bernard Lama in goal and Germany’s Woerns in 
defence. PSG will finish better than last seasons eighth, 
but just miss out on the championship. 

Of the other teams, Tunisian World Cup boss, the 
Pole Henri Kasperczak, will coach Bastia and Le Havre 
will look to Milinko Pantic in the same way Nantes will 
rely on their youngsters. 

Montpellier should finish higher than last season's 
low position, same as the IMG owned Strasbourg. 

The other five clubs will struggle, Rennes, Toulouse 
and the three promoted teams, Nancy, Sochaux and 
Lorient. Of these expect Nancy to perform the best. 

Hopefully the usually apathetic French public will 
get behind their team following on from the World Cup, 
and continue the exciting times in French football. 
Monaco and PSG will need to be watched, but I fancy. 
Marseille to prove too strong for the other teams, At the 
bottom I predict two of the three promoted clubs to go 
straight back down, Nancy being safe, along with 
Rennes, 


OKACHA SCORES 
ON DEBUT 


hampion RC Lens and joint title favorite 
Paris St. Germain stumbled to away defeats 
as they began their assault on the French 
league championship on Saturday. 

PSG, with former Bordeaux favorite Alain Giresse 
now at the helm, lost 3-1 to Girondins Bordeaux after 
both sides had a player sent off in the first half, while 
Lens lost 3-2 at Toulouse. 

Olympique Marseille, joint title favorites with PSG 
and with three of France’s World Cup-winning squad in 
their ranks, beat Nantes 2-0 at home in front of a capaci- 
ty 60,000 crowd at the Velodrome. 

In Bordeaux home captain Michel Pavon was sent off 
after a foul on midfielder Yann Lachuer, his second 
bookable offense, in the 35th minute. 

Ten minutes later PSG’s captain Bruno Carotti was 
also shown the red card for a foul on playmaker Ali 
Benarbia, also a second yellow card offense. 

Benarbia, signed from Monaco, had a fine debut 
pulling the strings and Bordeaux scored twice inside a 
minute early in the second half through striker Lilian 
Laslandes and Sylvain Wiltford to virtually settle the 
match. 

Laslandes put Bordeaux ahead with a superb goal, 
turning PSG’s German defender Christian Woerns to 
put a cross shot inside the top far comer of goalkeeper 
Dominique Casagrande’s net in the 5Sth minute. 

PSG's French international goalkeeper Bernard 
Lama, only recently back in training, was not even on 
the bench. 

Nigerian record signing Augustine ‘Jay Jay’ Okocha 
showed his yalue for PSG a minute after coming on as 
substitute. 

He pulled a goal back with a superb drive from more 
than 30 meters that flew into the top comer. 

But Benarbia had the last word, scoring in injury time 
to seal a deserved victory for Bordeaux. 

“You can’t dream of a better start to the cham- 
pionship,” Bordeaux coach Elie Baup said. “We showed 
great spirit after Pavon’s dismissal, 

“at 2-0 up we were guilty of thinking the match was 
over. Happily, we were able to regroup near the end.” 


Hed 
Giresse said: “We're disappointed because there were 

lots of individual mistakes. The first goal changed 

everything, We couldn’t come back into the game. 

“J didn’t expect us to concede three goals. But you 
can’t summarize a season in one match. We must look 
ahead.” 

At Toulouse, Lens looked on course for a 2-2 draw 
until, with four minutes left, Toulouse’s Jose Galdames 
hit a free kick which deflected off central defender 
Xavier Meride and into the net. 

Lens went in front twice through winger Tony 
Vairelles and playmaker Stephane Dalmat only for 
Toulouse to score two equalizers, first by Robert Malm 
and later substitute Ahmed Maharzi. 

Marseille’s Italian striker Fabrizio Ravanelli, who 
missed the World Cup through illness, put the former 
European champions in front against Nantes two min- 
utes into the second half, turning home a cross from 
France's Robert Pires. 

Germany goalkeeper Andreas Koepke prevented 
Nantes from equalizing in the very next minute with a 
brilliant dive to tip over a shot from Frederic Da Rocha. 

Midfielder Eric Roy added a second in injury time 
with a 30-meter lob. 
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FROM BASSETT TO BERGKAMP 


The League Legends list in full (in chronological order) is: 


Billy Bassett - West Bromwich Albion (1888-1900) 

Archie Hunter - Aston Villa (1888-1891) 

John Goodall - Preston, Derby, New Brighton, Glossop (1888-1904) 

Steve Bloomer - Derby, Middlesbrough (1892-1915) 

Billy Meredith - Northwich Victoria, Manchester City, Manchester 
United (1893-1925) 

Bob Crompton - Blackburn (1896-1921) 

Billy Foulke - Sheffield United, Chelsea, Bradford (1894-1908) 

Alf Common - Sunderland, Sheffield United, Middlesbrough, Arsenal, 
Preston (1900-1915) 

Sam Hardy - Chesterfield, Liverpool, Aston Villa, Nottingham Forest 
(1902- 1926) 

Bill McCracken - Newcastle (1904-1924) 

Viv Woodward - Tottenham, Chelsea (1908-1915) 

Clem Stephenson - Aston Villa, Huddersfield (1910-1930) 

Charles Buchan - Sunderland, Arsenal (1910-1929) 

Elisha Scott - Liverpool (1912-1934) 

Dixie Dean - Tranmere, Everton, Notts County (1923-1939) 

George Camsell - Durham, Middlesbrough (1924-1939) 

Hughie Gallagher - Newcastle, Chelsea, Derby, Notts County, Grimsby, 
Gateshead (1925-1939) 

Harry Hibbs - Birmingham, Bristol City (1925-1939) 

Alex James - Preston, Arsenal (1925-1938) 

Eddie Hapgood - Arsenal.(1927-1939) 

Cliff Bastin - Exeter, Arsenal (1927-1948) 

‘Wilf Copping - Leeds, Arsenal (1930-1939) 

David Jack - Plymouth, Bolton, Arsenal (1930-1935) 

Stanley Matthews - Stoke, Blackpool (1931-1966) 

Ted Drake - Southampton, Arsenal (1931-1939) 

Joe Mercer - Everton, Arsenal (1932-1954) 

Raich Carter - Sunderland, Derby, Hull (1932-1953) 

Peter Doherty - Blackpool, Manchester City, Derby, Huddersfield, 
Doncaster (1933-1954), 

Frank Swift - Manchester City (1933-1951) 

Tommy Lawton - Burley, Everton, Chelsea, Notts County, Brentford, 
Arsenal (1935-1957) 

Wilf Mannion - Middlesbrough, Hull (1936-1956) 

George Hardwick - Middlesbrough, Oldham (1937-1956) 


Johnny Carey - Manchester United (1937-1954) 

Stan Mortensen - Blackpool, Hull, Southport (1938-1958) 

Neil Franklin - Stoke, Hull, Crewe, Stockport (1946-1958) 

Trevor Ford - Swansea, Aston Villa, Sunderland, Cardiff, 
Newport (1946- 1961) 

Nat Lofthouse - Bolton (1946-1961) 

Tom Finney - Preston (1946-1960) 

Alf Ramsey - Southampton, Tottenham (1946-1955) 

Len Shackleton - Bradford Park Avenue, Newcastle, Sunderland (1946- 
1958) 

Jim Dickinson - Portsmouth (1946-1965) 

Arthur Rowley - West Bromwich Albion, Fulham, Leicester, 
Shrewsbury (1946- 1965) 

Billy Liddell - Liverpool (1946-1961) 

Billy Wright - Wolverhampton Wanderers (1946-1959) 

Jackie Milburn - Newcastle (1946-1957) 

John Charles - Leeds, Cardiff (1948-1966) 

Ivor Allchurch - Swansea, Newcastle, Cardiff (1948-1968) 

Danny Blanchflower - Bamsley, Aston Villa, Tottenham (1948-1964) 

Bert Trautman - Manchester City (1949-1964) 

Jimmy Mellroy - Burnley, Stoke, Oldham (1950-1968) 

Tommy Taylor - Bamsley, Manchester United (1950-1958) 

Cliff Jones - Swansea, Tottenham, Fulham (1952-1970) 

Johnny Haynes - Fulham (1952-1970) 

Duncan Edwards - Manchester United (1953-1958) 

Jimmy Armfield - Blackpool (1954-1971) 

Terry Paine - Southampton, Hereford (1956-1977) 

Bobby Charlton - Manchester United, Preston (1956-1975), 

Jimmy Greaves - Chelsea, Tottenham, West Ham (1957-1971) 

Denis Law - Huddersfield, Manchester City, Manchester United (1956- 
1974) 

Gordon Banks - Chesterfield, Leicester, Stoke (1958-1973) 

Dave Mackay - Tottenham, Derby, Swindon (1958-1972) 

Bobby Moore - West Ham, Fulham (1958-1977) 

Alan Mullery - Fulham, Tottenham (1958-1976) 

Geoff Hurst - West Ham, Stoke, West Bromwich Albion (1959-1976) 

Nobby Stiles - Manchester United, Middlesbrough, Preston (1959-1974) 

Johnny Giles - Manchester United, Leeds, West Bromwich Albion 
(1959-1977) 

Billy Bremner - Leeds, Hull, Doncaster (1959-1982) 


Frank McLintock - Leicester, Arsenal, QPR (1959-1977) 

Alex Young - Everton, Stockport (1960-1969) 

Martin Peters - West Ham, Tottenham, Norwich, Sheffield United 
(1960-1981) 

Tommy Smith - Liverpool, Swansea (1962-1979) 

Norman Hunter - Leeds, Bristol City, Barnsley (1962-1983) 

Pat Jennings - Watford, Tottenham, Arsenal (1962-1985) 

Alan Ball - Blackpool, Everton, Arsenal, Southampton, Bristol Rovers 
(1962- 1984) 

Colin Bell - Bury, Manchester City (1963-1979) 

George Best - Manchester United, Stockport, Fulham, Bournemouth 
(1963-1983) 

Peter Shilton - Leicester, Stockport, Nottingham Forest, Southampton, 
Derby, Plymouth, Bolton, Leyton Orient (1965-1997) 

Ray Clemence - Scunthorpe, Liverpool, Tottenham (1965-1988) 

Malcolm Macdonald - Fulham, Luton, Newcastle, Arsenal (1968-1977) 

Kevin Keegan - Scunthorpe, Liverpool, Southampton, Newcastle (1968- 
1984) 

Trevor Francis - Birmingham, Nottingham Forest, Manchester City, 
QPR, Sheffield Wednesday (1970-1995) 

Graeme Souness - Middlesbrough, Liverpool (1972-1984) 

Liam Brady - Arsenal, West Ham (1973-1990) 

Glenn Hoddle - Tottenham, Swindon, Chelsea (1974-1996) 

Bryan Robson - West Bromwich Albion, Manchester United, 
Middlesbrough (1974-1997) 

Alan Hansen = Liverpool (1977-1990) 

Kenny Dalglish - Liverpool (1977-1990) 9 

Gary Lineker - Leicester, Everton, Tottenham (1978-1993) 

Tan Rush - Chester, Liverpool, Leeds, Newcastle (1978-1998) 

Ossie Ardiles - Tottenham, Blackburn, QPR, Swindon (1978-1990) 

Neville Southall - Bury, Port Vale, Everton, Stoke (1980-1998) 

Paul McGrath - Manchester United, Aston Villa, Derby (1981-1998) 

John Barnes - Watford, Liverpool, Newcastle (1981-1998) 

Tony Adams - Arsenal (1983-1998) 

Paul Gascoigne - Newcastle, Tottenham, Middlesbrough (1984-1998) 

Alan Shearer - Southampton, Blackburn, Newcastle (1987-1998) 

Ryan Giggs - Manchester United (1990-1998) 

Erie Cantona - Leeds, Manchester United (1991-1997) 

Peter Schmeichel - Manchester United (1991-1998) 

Dennis Bergkamp - Arsenal (1995-1998) 


PREMIER PREVIEWS WITH THE THREE WISE MEN 


Stuart, Mark and Daryl 


Me Fowler says .. the English Premier League 
gets underway with champions Arsenal looking 
to add to last year’s title, A chasing pack of teams, 
led by Manchester United, Chelsea and Liverpool 
will hound the double winners for much of the year, 
while teams such as Aston Villa, Derby, Leeds and 
especially West Ham will provide nuisance value, 

Another influx of foreign players, once again most 
notably by Arsenal and Chelsea, should see the Premier 
League's reputation enhanced, It is a reputation that has 
grown out of sight in the past few years. Gone are the 
days of an English defender aiming for Row X of the 
stand, as losing possession is much more of a sin than 
ever before. 

Arsenal will look to their customary mean defence to 
give little away, but accompanied by a flair in attack 
that should have made the “Boring Boring Arsenal’ 
chant redundant some time ago. While their own fans 
sing it in irony, there can no longer be a neutral (if there 
is such a thing in football) who cannot like watching 
them play. 

At Old Trafford the eyes of the nation will be on 
David Beckham, and being honest, most fans outside of 
Manchester will want him to fail. He will bounce back 
though, and should help a side for some reason willing 
to pay big money for Dwight Yorke, create chances, If 
the on-off Patrick Kluivert deals goes through he should 
score goals, but 10 million pound defender Japp Stam 
needs to impress after an ordinary World Cup. 

It will be as interesting as always for the Chelsea 
fans, who have bought well. Two big points of interest 
will be which of his many class strikers “Luca Vialli 
will play, and to see if a team who can easily beat the 
best will continue to also lose to the worse. Desailly will 
add steel to the Bridge, but also a touch of class missing 
from previous towers of strength such as Mickey Dray 
and Doug Rougvie! 

‘The others will be left to battle for the cups, the odd 
upset and a UEFA spot. It should be a vintage season of 
attacking football, huge crowds and a bit of controversy 
«. hopefully! 


1 Arsenal 

2 Manchester United 

3 Chelsea 

Dark horses - West Ham 


D™ Katz says ... the English Premier league, 
‘unrivalled in Europe for sheer excitement and 
drama, kicks off this coming weekend, A handful of 
clubs will realistically contend the championship, 
where success depends on a combination of skill, 
temperament and endurance. 

Manchester United should again be in contention. 
Alex Ferguson has added Dutch defender Jaap Stam and 
Swedish winger Jesper Blomqvist to his squad, but the 
retum of Roy Keane from injury is the significant devel- 
opment. 

Keane is masterful in his midfield role, alternating 
between attack and defence. He influences Welsh 
winger Ryan Giggs and midfielders David Beckham 
and Paul Scholes, giving them the confidence to express 
their natural flair and creativity. A quality striker is all 
Ferguson seeks as the final addition to his armoury. 

Defending champions Arsenal rely on Dutch pair 
Dennis Bergkamp and Marc Overmars for inspiration. 
Potential stumbling blocks include an ageing defence 
and a possible lack of hunger on the part of dynamic 
French midfield duo, Patrick Vieira and Emmanual 
Petit. After double success with Arsenal and winner's 
medals at France 98, motivation may be a problem. 

While Manchester United and Arsenal are distracted 
by the Champions League, a cosmopolitan Chelsea 
threaten their domestic aspirations. The once unstable 
Chelsea defence looks near impenetrable with the addi- 
tion of Spaniard Albert Ferrer and versatile French pow- 
ethouse, Marcel Desailly. 

The combative midfield qualities so critical in 
England will be provided by Denis Wise and 
Uruguayan Gustavo Poyet. 

Manager Gianluca Vialli has added two attacking 
players to a squad already well equipped in terms of 
goalscoring. The sublime dribbling skills of Dane Brian 
Laudrup will be devastating in the premiership, while 
robust Italian Pierluigi Casiraghi is ideally suited to the 
physical nature of the English game. 

Expectation is high at Liverpool with the emergence 


of Michael Owen as a genuine superstar. However, 
there is too much reliance on Owen and Steve 
McManaman and the central defence remains suspect. 
‘The dual management team of Roy Evans and Gerard 
Houllier is untested and breaks Liverpool tradition. 

Liverpool may challenge if Owen and McManaman 
can perform consistently, but are unlikely to end their 
title drought. Arsenal should manage a top three finish 
while involved in a European campaign, Manchester 
United will challenge strongly to regain the title, espe- 
cially if Beckham can withstand inevitable abuse after 
his World Cup sending off. However, the Champions 
League remains Ferguson’s holy grail, and over a 
demanding season, Chelsea should edge United into 
second place. 


c= Jones says ... the Premier League will be a 
hard fought affair this year and one wonders if 
the Arsenal players will be up enough to defend the 
crown. Certainly the likes of their French contin- 
gent have won everything now and may start to won- 
der what is left. Manchester United may try to avoid 
taking the eye off the ball this season and look to win 
the league first and foremost, Both sides may look to 
Europe to be a distraction though. 

‘That leaves Liverpool, but what is going on there in 
terms of management? Houllier and Evans? The side 
certainly has enough to win the thing but questions have 
got to be raised about how things will hold up when 
things don’t go their way. 

It certainly is more open than in many years. Just 
ook at the strength of the West Ham side and you may 
get a big run from them. Questions remain though 
whether they can maintain the momentum right through 
the season. Leeds will be strong, George Graham 
knows how to win and win using whatever play is nec- 
essary. Chelsea will need to mold quickly, but if they 
do then there will be entertaining football around 
London, what with Arsenal, West Ham and Chelsea! 
(Not to mention little Fulham in the second division). 

‘That leaves the likes of Aston Villa and Blackbur to 
probably disappoint their fans and fight for a mid table 
position. 

As for the bottom, well Charlton will be written off 
and probably will go down but will cause many sides 


consternation, Everton could struggle despite Walter 
Smith being in charge but they will not go down. 
Nottingham Forest's lack of money will probably lead 
to another yo yo year but Dave Bassett knows how to 
win a scrap when he is in one, Middlesbrough could be 
dependant on a good start otherwise they may struggle 
but this time, with the talent they have, they should fin- 
ish in the top half, well clear of relegation, 

Coventry, who many see as perennial strugglers, 
have purchased the likes of Robert Jami and should stay 
up. Wimbledon will once again be written off but could 
well be in the bottom three come season's end. The 
third spot could come down to a question of how long. 
can the likes of Leicester City and Derby County just 
keep on keeping on in the Premier League? Or will it 
be Sheffield Wednesday that tumbles after a couple of 
seasons below par? Can Danny Wilson turn the club he 
loves so much around? Southampton could have been in 
this dodgy category too but Dave Jones has continued to 
buy well and the side are good enough to steer clear of 
trouble. 

That leaves the two teams hardest to predict - 
Newcastle and Tottenham. Both sides should be dis- 
cussed as potential title winners but neither are. 
Newcastle, led by Alan Shearer, could well turn it 
around once more and fight fora UEFA Cup spot. But 
Tottenham have hardly been in the player market, and 
just where does Sol Campbell's future belong? If it is 
not White Hart Lane then Spurs have a realistic chance 
of going down. 

One further note though, with so many sides in 
Europe from Britain this year don’t be surprised if there 
is success on that stage as there was last season (with 
Chelsea). Of course there will be a few dismal failures 
along the way though.... 

Whatever happens it will be a great season and catch 
up with it on Fox Sports and Radio One (1620am short- 
ly to become 87.6FM) and your ABSW. Good luck to 
your side. 


1, Manchester United 
2. Liverpool 

3. Chelsea 

4, Arsenal 

5, West Ham 


MOTHER HARTSON'S 
SWANSEA COOKING! 


‘elsh international John Hartson has 

told national team boss Bobby Gould 

and other critics outside Upton Park to 

mind their own business after he was 
criticised for being fat. 

The controversial West Ham striker has insisted that 
he is actually lighter than at the end of Jast season and is 
working hard to be in top shape for the new season. 

Reports had indicated that Hartson had reported back 
for training weighing 15st 6lbs (99kg),-a stone heavier 
than expected, and Gould was quoted as saying that he 
should be “careful of his weight”. 

‘The striker admitted he had put on a few pounds over 
the summer when he spent time with his family in 
Swansea, eating his mother’s cooked breakfasts and 
going out for a couple of beers in the evenings with his 
father. 

But he insisted: “There's no problem with my 
weight. I'm back in training now, I'm doing all the right 
things, I haven't had an alcoholic drink for about two- 
and-a-half weeks and I've been working hard for six 


weeks, 

“Hopefully by the first game, I'll be fine again, so 
what's the problem? 1 realise that I get paid a lot of 
money to keep myself fit so I'm getting my head 
down.” 


My Siectiampian Wanderers striker Dougie 
Freedman on Thursday finally agreed his move to 
Premiership newcomer Nottingham Forest. 

The deal appeared to have broken down last week 
when the player announced he was staying despite the 
two clubs having agreed a $1.8m fee. 

Freedman was present at Forest's photo-call on 
‘Thursday and said he had agreed a four-year deal, 
believed to have cost Forest $2m. 

“The delay was only a contractual thing at Wolves,” 
Freedman said, “I wanted to come here all along.” 

Freedman joined Wolves in October for 800,000 
pounds and was their top scorer with 12 goals before 
falling out of favor with manager Mark McGhee at the 
end of the season. 

His arrival at the City Ground takes some of the 
pressure off manager Dave Bassett, who has seen a 
succession of targets elude him since Kevin Campbell 
agreed a move to Turkey. 

His problems increased this week when star striker 
Pierre Van Hooijdonk refused to return to the club after 
the summer, citing their lack of activity in the transfer 
market. 

Bassett has denied reports that Turkish club 
Fenerbahce has tabled a seven million-pound bid for 
Van Hooijdonk. 

The Forest boss said: “All I know about 
Fenerbahce’s interest in Pierre is what I’ve read in the 
papers. We haven’t received a bid and they haven't 
been in touch with us.” 


(Ooae chairman Bryan Richardson said the Sky 
Blues may be unable to clinch a deal with Real 
Betis in time to sign 29-year-old Croatian World 
Cup star Robert Jami for next week's Premiership 
kick-off. i 


he number of arrests for football hooliganism at 

British domestic games fell last season, official 
figures showed Thursday, but the incidence of more 
violent football-related offences rose. 

The figures from the hooligan unit of the National 
Criminal Intelligence Service (NCIS) showed arrests 
fell by 14.6 percent from the previous season to 
3,307 arrests in the 1997-8 season. 

With a total attendance of 24.7 million, that gave 
an arrest rate of 13.4 per 100,000 spectators. In the 
1996-7 season that figure was 15.7. 


lees Bassett will today remove any doubts about 
his managerial future at Nottingham Forest by 
signing a-new three-year deal worth around 
$2.4million. 


jour defender Nelson Vivas completed his 
move to English champions Arsenal on 
‘Thursday. 

‘Vivas, who has won 32 caps for his country, joins 
the London side from Swiss club Lugano for an 
undisclosed transfer fee. 


Frnt's Premier League can now claim to be | 
‘he world’s richest domestic soccer competition 
but clubs in the lower reaches of the English game | 
face a grim baitle for survival, a survey released on 
Thursday said. 

“The Premier League is the richest in Europe and 
— by implication — the world,” said Gerry Boon of 
accounting and consulting firm Deloitte & Touche as | 
he presented the group's annual review of soccer 
finance. 

Boon said English clubs spent over 100 million 
pounds ($163 million) on recruiting players from | 
overseas clubs in the 1996/97 season, the last year 
for which full figures are available. 

By comparison, only 14.5 million pounds ($23.68 
million) in transfer fees flowed from the premier league 
clubs to the lower football league teams in the same 


period. 

“In the old days this transfer income filtered through 
the English game and helped keep football league clubs 
in business. Today, it’s Italian clubs that seem to be 
rubbing their hands in anticipation,” Boon said. 

Looking at 1996/97, the average premier league team | 
had income of 23.2 million pounds ($37.88 million), 
against 20.9 million ($34.13 million) for teams in Italy's 
Serie A, 11.6 million ($18,94 million) in Spain's | 
Primera Liga and 10.5 million ($17.15 million) in the 
French first division, the survey said. 

English soccer's financial power has sincé been 
boosted as the full benefits of a lucrative new contract 
with pay TV BSkyB (BSY.L) began to feed through 
from 1997/98. 

Total income for English soccer grew 31 percent to | 
675 million pounds ($1.10 billion) in 1996/97, with the 
premier league generating almost 70 percent of that 
total. 

‘The 20 clubs in the premier league made a small loss 
of some four million pounds after tax and transfer 
spending but the 72 football league clubs making up the 
remainder of the English professional structure lost a 
total of 38 million pounds ($62.05 million). 

Average income in the first division falls to just 5.4 
million pounds ($8.82 million) — compared with the 
23.2 million ($37.88 million) figure for premier league 
clubs. 

“The financial divide between the premier league and 
football league is turning from gap, to chasm, to abyss. 

Worse still, the desire to bride that gap is tempting 
many football league clubs to live beyond their means, 
often with disastrous consequences if the gamble 
doesn’t pay off,” Boon said. 

He said football league clubs must draw up what he 
called “survival strategies” including facility share 
‘agreements and even club mergers. 

The survey said rapidly increasing player wages 
remained a concem, rising an estimated 27 percent in 
the game as a whole. premier league pay packets grew 
by an estimated 35 percent. 


Mex Duberry and Dan Petrescu are the shock | 
casualties of a Chelsea clear-out aimed at 
trimming the club’s massive $46million-a-year wage 
bill. 

Manager Gianluca Vialli will sell at least four senior 
members of his squad to make way for his expensive 
summer signings. 

Highly-rated youngster Duberry and Romania 
international Petrescu - regarded as one of the best wing 
backs in the game - head the list. Defender Frank 
Sinclair and goalkeeper Dmitri Kharine are others who 
can go, along with midfielder Paul Hughes who is 
already on trial at Norwich, It is understood they will 
even consider offers for emerging prospects like 19- 
year-old midfielder Jody Morris. 

Vialli has been forced to take drastic action after his 
huge spending spree. Striker Pierluigi Casiraghi and 
central defender Marcel Desailly were the high-profile 
buys in a summer recruitment drive which cost over 
$24m in transfer fees. Brian Laudrup arrived on a free 
transfer from Rangers but has added $4m to an annual 
wage bill which is the highest in the land. | 

Vialli started to balance the books by allowing 
Mark Hughes to join Southampton for $1.5m and 
inviting bids for Frank Leboeuf. After failing to 
attract a buyer for the France World Cup defender, 
he has issued a new hit list. 
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SCHMEICHEL 
UK? 


TO QUIT 


lex Ferguson has convinced Peter 
Schmeichel to leave English football after 
ending his playing career at Manchester 
United, 

The Denmark goalkeeper had been widely tipped to 


| go into management when he hangs up his boots but 


said last night that he will turn down any job 
opportunities in England after secing the intense 
pressure placed on Old Trafford boss Ferguson. 
‘Schmeichel said: “T see how much work Alex puts in 
and J don't think I could do that. I do not have that 
ambition in me. I can see myself maybe coaching one of 
the big Copenhagen clubs one day but I have no 


| ambition to be a coach or manager just for the sake of 


in” 

Ferguson confirmed that his new $9million signing 
Jesper Blomayist is unlikely to figure in the first month 
of the season after suffering an ankle injury. 

‘Argentina’s World Cup striker Gabriel Batistuta, who 
had been linked with United, extended his contract at 
Serie A side Fiorentina for another four years. 


Schmeichel 


ROBBO BREATHES 
LIFE INTO CUP 


undee’s spell in the big time threatens to be 

‘a troubled one. The newly-promoted 

Premier League team, hard on the heels of 

their opening-day defeat by Aberdeen, 

went down 1-0 against Second Division Alloa in the 
second round of the Scottish League Cup. 

Manager Jocky Scott said: ‘I have to apologise to our 


| fans. We didn’t start playing until we Jost the goal. We 


could hardly force a save out of their keeper. The 
players can have no excuses.” 
Gregor McKechnie fired the winner after 37 minutes. 


John Robertson 


Another shock saw Dunfermline go out to 
Livingston, losing 1-0 to John Robertson’s extra-time 
goal. Dunfermline boss Bert Paton was magnanimous, ; 
saying: ‘Good luck to Livingston, I hope they get a 
good draw.” 

Motherwell were taken to extra-time before securing 
a 1-0 victory over Second Division East Fife thanks to 
Steven Halliday’s 97th- minute goal, 

Halliday said: ‘We were under a bit of pressure 
throughout the match. East Fife battled well and had 
chances but I thought we were the better side,’ The 
Fifers had Dicky Gibb and George Johnstone sent off, 

Dundee United keeper Sieb Dykstra saved three 
penalties in a spot-kick shoot-out to help his club to a 
narrow victory against Stirling. 

‘The teams finished level after extra-time at 2-2 and 
Tannadice manager Tommy McLean was furious, ‘It is 
up to the players to make things happen but we were 
disappointing,” he said. 

Second-half goals from Keith O'Halloran, Paddy 
Connolly and George O’Boyle earned St Johnstone a 
3-0 win over Stranraer and a passage into today's third- 
round draw, 

‘Aberdeen also had an easy time of it, winning 3-0 at 
Inverness Caley-Thistle. 

Former Hearts striker John Robertson scored an 
extra-time winner for 10-man Livingston on Saturday to 
knock premier league Dunfermline out of the Scottish 
League Cup. 

The 33-year-old’s clincher for the second division 
side was the major talking point of the second round as 
several major clubs suffered at the hands of lesser rivals, 

Another second division side, Alloa, knocked out 
premier league newcomers Dundee, while Motherwell 
needed an extra-time goal to see off East Fife, also of 
the second division, 

Premier league Dundee United were held 2-2 by 
plucky second division team Stirling after extra time 
before triumphing 3-0 in the penalty shootout, 

Cup holders Celtic were exempt from this stage, as 
were Scotland’s other participants in European club 
competition next week, Rangers, Hearts and 
Kilmarnock. 

Robertson only joined Livingston (who play 25 
kilometres outside Edinburgh) during the summer after 
rounding off a 17-year career at Hearts, where he was 
the club's record goalscorer with 214 goals, by winning 
a Scottish Cup medal last May. 

Livingston were down to 10 men, after Richard Gibb 
was sent off, and Dunfermline’s Mare Millar missed a 
penalty before Robertson struck in the third minute of 
extra time, burying a cross by David Bingham, who was 
sold by Dunfermline just two months ago. 


erby County had been third the season before 

and the question was; could they return to the 
MBS ves, but it had been tough, Their total of 53 
points was the lowest of any champion side since 
Chelsea won exactly 20 years earlier. Liverpool finished 
two points behind as did Ipswich Town. Everton, Stoke 
and Sheffield United were all within two points of them. 
‘The top looked a lot closer in the end than it had been as 
Derby drew 0-0 at home with Carlisle and Liverpool 
‘won 2-1 away at QPR. 

At the bottom Tottenham, Luton, and Chelsea all fought 
to avoid two of the relegation positions. On April 26 both 
Luton and Chelsea drew 1-1 at home, against Manchester 
City and Everton respectively. Two days later Spurs took 
the chance presented to them to escape by defeating Leeds 
United 4-2 at White Hart Lane, Chelsea and Luton were 
relegated alongside Carlisle, 

Forgive the self indulgence for a moment, after three 
matches Carlisle United had a 100% win record and topped 
the league, a proud moment for such a team, ‘The lads went 
on to win 9 other matches only but did manage to do the 
double over Everton and gain three of the four points 
available off league champions Derby County. Of the 20 
sides in the top flight from this season, only half are playing 
in the top flight of 1998/99. 

Division Two saw previous giants Manchester United 
and Aston Villa both win promotion and Norwich also go 
Up in third. Sunderland were two points shy of Norwich’s 
spot, Both United and Villa only dropped one game at home 
all’season. At the bottom Millwall, Cardiff City and 
Sheffield Wednesday were relegated. Wednesday managed 
just five wins all season and scored only 29 times in 42 
games. This coupled to rivals’ United’s success made 
things very sad for the blue and white half of Sheffield. 

Division Three hosted the re-emergence of one of the 
premier teams in the early part of this century out of the 
lower depths of English league football. Blackbum Rovers 
won the title by one point over Plymouth Argyle. Rovers 
only loss at home all season was a 0-1 loss to Peterborough, 
Charlton finished two points clear of Swindon to pick up 
the third promotion spot, At the bottom Huddersfield ended 
in last spot. Both Tranmere and Watford were relegated 
just one point short of safety, 

Bournemouth’s 2-1 win at home against Peterborough 
‘was not enough as Aldershot survived on goal difference, It 
would haye been a whole lot easier for the Shots had they 
not been deducted a point for that age old problem of 
fielding an unregistered player. Instead they relied on goal 
difference to stay up. 

Mansfield Town clearly won Division Four with another 
Town, Shrewsbury, runners up. Rotherham United finished 
{wo points clear in third with the fourth promotion spot 
going down to the wire. On April 26 Chester won 1-0 at 


Innsbruck — 


Crewe but were devastated to hear Lincoln had won 2-0 
away at Workington. With their game in hand two days 
later Lincoln had their future in their own hands. 

Tt was another game played way up north but this time 
there was no good end to the story for the Imps. Lincoln 
lost 2-3 10 a Southport side playing for very little. Chester 
Went up on a better goal difference. Lincoln would spend 
‘one more season in Division Four. At the bottom were poor 
Scunthorpe United. 

‘The League Cup saw no team from the top flight make 
the semi-finals. It must be noted though that three of those 
semi-finalists finished 1,2,3 in Division Two! The other 
side was Chester from Division Four. A Division Three 
side, Colchester, made it to the last eight. Villa progressed 
after a 5-4 aggregate win against Chester, whilst Norwich 
defeated Man Utd 3-2 on aggregate.” The final was played 
at Wembley once more and a Graydon goal separated the 
two sides with Aston Villa lifting the League Cup trophy 
thanks to it. 

Round Six of the FA Cup had its own surprises as 
Fulham of the second division faced off against Carlisle, 
bottom of the first. Fulham won 1-0 and faced Birmingham 
City in the semis, getting through that 1-0 after a 1-1 draw 


first go around. West Ham had defeated Arsenal in the 
round of eight and then drew 0-0 with Ipswich. 

‘The replay was Ipswich's ninth of this FA cup campaign 
(you can win the FA Cup by winning six games straight) 
and they lost it 1-2. Nine games and they did not even 
make the final! So an all-London final was to be played 
‘once more, what is more it was to be dubbed the cockney 
final. Not surprising then that over 100,000 were there to 
watch. 

What they saw was Jennings take a shot from outside the 
box, Mellor, the Fulham keeper, could only parry it to Alan 
Taylor who scored, threading the ball through Mellor. Then 
it was Paddon’s turn to shoot and his shot was dropped by 
Mellor for Taylor to collect his second goal of the match, It 
was enough for Billy Bonds to lift the cup for the Hammers. 

Wimbledon took out the Southern League in this season. 
During one spell they won 25 of 26 games. They even 
managed to knock Burnley out of the FA Cup. Nuneaton 
‘were runners up with Yeovil third. Fourth placed Kettering 
won the Southem League Cup 3-1 over Margate and were 
just eight votes from being elected into the football league 
at the expense of Workington. 

At the other end of the scale defending champions 


B id Dorking. 
Barnet and Romford also ended lengthy spells in the top 
flight. Gravesend and Northfleet set three records in the 
first division south. ‘They lost only twice all season, they 
scored the most points and had the least goals conceded 
ever in this division, and they also won the division! 

Hillingdon Borough also made it back up, on their first 
attempt, Bedford won the north but it was an old boy, Barry 
Fry, making most news. He took a struggling Dunstable side 
and won promotion with them. A certain George Best played 
two pre-season friendlies with the side as well. They managed 
105 goals in 42 games with one contributor being former 
England striker (and now Fantasy Football star) Jeff Astle. 
Bury Town finished bottom having conceded 119 goals. 

Finally, in Scotland Celtic's reign came to an end, Celtic 
finished third as Rangers stormed the title. In second place 
were consistent Hibernian, Glory days for Hibs indeed but 
they must have been disappointed at not grabbing the 
chance when Celtic slipped. Instead they finished seven 
points behind a Rangers side who scored 86 and conceded 
only 33 goals all season, 

With a new league structure the following season eight 
sides were relegated with no promotion from the lower 
league, Airdrie, Kilmarnock, Partick, Dumbarton, 
Dunfermline, Clyde, Morton, and Arbroath were the clubs 
to form a new Division One alongside the top six clubs of 
the old Division Two. 

Falkirk won Division Two in a tight race with Queen of 
the South and Montrose (who both finished just a point 
ut all three stayed down and were joined 
ion One by Hamilton, East Fife and St 


seventh and were relegated, as were all 13 clubs below 
them, ‘The new top flight was to be known as the Premier 
Division which could lead supporters to claim their sides 
were not relegated after al! 

Although Forfar supporters would prefer nothing be said 
about the season that their side won only one game of 38, 
conceded! 102 goals, scored less than a goal a game themselves 
and collected just nine points, (Raith Rovers were the 
unfortunate sie to lose against the bottom club, 0-2 away.) 

Celtic dominated an amazing League Cup final against 
perennial bridesmaids Hibs 6-3 at Hampden Park, It was sweet 
revenge for the time Hibs had won something - the 1972/73 
final in this same competition, Celtic repeated their cup 
success in the SFA Cup by defeating Airdrie 3-1 in the final, 

Europe was not the playground of any British club this 
season, except Leeds, No other British side made even the 
semis of European competition. In the Champions Cup 
Leeds knocked out Barcelona at the semi final stage and 
faced Bayern Munich at the Parc de Princes. Goals from 
Roth and Muller were enough to defeat Leeds at this final 
stage. 
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